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a b

c d e

SIX DAYS OF CREATION AND 

THE SABBATH

1
a

b

c

d

c

e

Genesis 1:31

KNOW IT!

THINK ABOUT IT!

TRY IT!
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SIN: EDEN:

a

b

2

ANOTHER ACCOUNT OF THE 

CREATION
a

b

Genesis 2:7

KNOW IT!

THINK ABOUT IT!

TRY IT!

DID YOU KNOW?

SCIENCE AND CREATION
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SIN: 

a b c d

a

b

c

THE FIRST SIN AND ITS PUNISHMENT

3

d

DID YOU KNOW?

THE FIRST ENVIRONMENTALIST

Genesis 3:1

KNOW IT!

THINK ABOUT IT!

TRY IT!
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a

a

BALAAM, THE DONKEY, AND THE 

ANGEL

Numbers 22:30

KNOW IT!

THINK ABOUT IT!

TRY IT!
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ORACLE:

a b c d e

a

BALAAM’S FIRST ORACLE

23
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BALAAM’S SECOND ORACLE
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LISTEN:

a b c d

e f

a

b

c

d

SAMUEL’S CALLING AND 

PROPHETIC ACTIVITY

3

e

f

1 Samuel 3:1-20

KNOW IT!

THINK ABOUT IT!

TRY IT!
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THE ETERNAL COVENANT OF PEACE
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TWO KINDS OF SHEPHERDS
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c

JERUSALEM’S VICTORY
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a Or the Christ    b Gk army    c Other ancient authorities read peace, goodwill among people    d Gk Symeon    e Or the 
Lord’s Christ    f Gk In the Spirit, he    

In those days a decree went out 
from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. 
2 !is was the "rst registration 
and was taken while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Ju-
dea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house 
and family of David. 5 He went to be regis-
tered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. 6 While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. 7 And she gave birth to her "rst-
born son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.

8 In that region there were shepherds 
living in the "elds, keeping watch over their 
#ock by night. 9 !en an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terri-
"ed. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, a the Lord. 12 !is will be 
a sign for you: you will "nd a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, b praising 
God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” c

15 When the angels had le& them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17 When they 
saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; 18 and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 
20 !e shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.

21 A&er eight days had passed, it was 
time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel be-
fore he was conceived in the womb.

22 When the time came for their puri"-
cation according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord 23 (as it is wri'en in the law of 
the Lord, “Every "rstborn male shall be des-
ignated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they of-
fered a sacri"ce according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; d this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward 
to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. e 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon  f 
came into the temple; and when the parents 
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a Other ancient authorities read the Son of God    b Sir and Lord translate the same Greek word    c Other ancient 
authorities read has taken    d Or the Christ    

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him 
out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” a 36 He an-
swered, “And who is he, sir? b Tell me, so that 
I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, b I believe.” 
And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came 
into this world for judgment so that those 
who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Phar-
isees near him heard this and said to him, 
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus 
said to them, “If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ 
your sin remains.

“Very truly, I tell you, 
anyone who does not en-
ter the sheepfold by the 
gate but climbs in by an-
other way is a thief and a 

bandit. 2 !e one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 3 !e gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. 4 When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and 
the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5 !ey will not follow a stranger, but 
they will run from him because they do not 
know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this 
"gure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, 
I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who came before me are thieves and ban-
dits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I 
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and "nd 
pasture. 10 !e thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd. !e good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

12 !e hired hand, who is not the shep-
herd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and 
sca$ers them. 13 !e hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me, 15 just as the Fa-
ther knows me and I know the Father. And I 
lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other 
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one %ock, one shep-
herd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it 

up again. 18 No one takes c it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it up 
again. I have received this command from 
my Father.”

19 Again the Jews were divided because 
of these words. 20 Many of them were saying, 
“He has a demon and is out of his mind. Why 
listen to him?” 21 Others were saying, “!ese 
are not the words of one who has a demon. 
Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

22 At that time the festival of the Dedica-
tion took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 
23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the 
portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered 
around him and said to him, “How long will 
you keep us in suspense? If you are the Mes-
siah, d tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I 
have told you, and you do not believe. !e 
works that I do in my Father’s name testify 
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a Gk fallen    b Gk they    c !e Greek word for you and the verb pray are plural    d Gk a er they    e Or go at noon    

amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he 
was someone great. 10 All of them, from the 
least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, 
saying, “!is man is the power of God that is 
called Great.” 11 And they listened eagerly to 
him because for a long time he had amazed 
them with his magic. 12 But when they be-
lieved Philip, who was proclaiming the good 
news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women. 13 Even Simon him-
self believed. A"er being baptized, he stayed 
constantly with Philip and was amazed when 
he saw the signs and great miracles that took 
place.

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 
15 !e two went down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for 
as yet the Spirit had not come a upon any of 
them; they had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). 17 !en  Peter and 
John b laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Si-
mon saw that the Spirit was given through 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he of-
fered them money, 19 saying, “Give me also 
this power so that anyone on whom I lay my 
hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But 
 Peter said to him, “May your silver perish 
with you, because you thought you could 
obtain God’s gi" with money! 21 You have 
no part or share in this, for your heart is not 
right before God. 22 Repent therefore of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord 
that, if possible, the intent of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in 
the gall of bi$erness and the chains of wick-
edness.” 24 Simon answered, “Pray for me to 
the Lord, that nothing of what you c have 
said may happen to me.”

25 Now a"er Peter and John d had tes-
ti%ed and spoken the word of the Lord, 
they returned to Jerusalem, proclaiming 
the good news to many villages of the Sa-
maritans.

26 !en an angel of the Lord said to 
Philip, “Get up and go toward the south e 
to the road that goes down from Jerusalem  
to Gaza.” (!is is a wilderness road.) 27 So he 
got up and went. Now there was an Ethio-
pian eunuch, a court o&cial of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her en-
tire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28 and was returning home; seated in 

his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isa-
iah. 29 !en the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over 
to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran 
up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the 
passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its 

shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation justice was denied 
him.

Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the 

earth.”
34 !e eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, 
may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 
35 !en Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the 
good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and 
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What 
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a Other ancient authorities add all or most of verse 37, And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And 
he replied, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”    b Gk he     c Other ancient authorities lack in a vision    d Gk him    
e Gk that this    f Or the Christ    g Gk through the wall    

is to prevent me from being baptized?” a 
38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip b baptized 
him. 39 When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 
his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself 
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing 
threats and murder against the dis-
ciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2 and asked him for le!ers to 
the synagogues at Damascus, so 

that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going 
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly 
a light from heaven "ashed around him. 4 He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” #e reply 
came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6 But get up and enter the city, and you will 
be told what you are to do.” 7 #e men who 
were traveling with him stood speechless be-
cause they heard the voice but saw no one. 
8 Saul got up from the ground, and though 
his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so 
they led him by the hand and brought him 
into Damascus. 9 For three days he was with-
out sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple in Damas-
cus named Ananias. #e Lord said to him 
in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I 
am, Lord.” 11 #e Lord said to him, “Get up 
and go to the street called Straight, and at 
the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 
12 and he has seen in a vision c a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 
that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias 

answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done 
to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all 
who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said 
to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I 
have chosen to bring my name before Gen-
tiles and kings and before the people of Is-
rael; 16 I myself will show him how much he 
must su$er for the sake of my name.” 17 So 
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid 
his hands on Saul d and said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your 
way here, has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be %lled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 And immediately something like scales 
fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 
#en he got up and was baptized, 19 and a&er 
taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples 
in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began 
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 
“He is the Son of God.” 21 All who heard him 
were amazed and said, “Is not this the man 
who made havoc in Jerusalem among those 
who invoked this name? And has he not 
come here for the purpose of bringing them 
bound before the chief priests?” 22 Saul be-
came increasingly more powerful and con-
founded the Jews who lived in Damascus by 
proving that Jesus e was the Messiah.  f

23 A&er some time had passed, the Jews 
plo!ed to kill him, 24 but their plot became 
known to Saul. #ey were watching the gates 
day and night so that they might kill him; 
25 but his disciples took him by night and let 
him down through an opening in the wall,  g 
lowering him in a basket.

26 When he had come to Jerusalem, he 
a!empted to join the disciples; and they 



22  SPARK BIBLE SAMPLER

a Gk O king    b Gk the Nazorean    c !at is, Aramaic    d Other ancient authorities read the things that you have seen    
e Or the Christ    f Or Quickly you will persuade me to play the Christian    

twelve tribes hope to a"ain, as they earnestly 
worship day and night. It is for this hope, 
your Excellency, a that I am accused by Jews! 
8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you 
that God raises the dead?

9 “Indeed, I myself was convinced that I 
ought to do many things against the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth. b 10 And that is what I 
did in Jerusalem; with authority received 
from the chief priests, I not only locked up 
many of the saints in prison, but I also cast 
my vote against them when they were being 
condemned to death. 11 By punishing them 
o$en in all the synagogues I tried to force 
them to blaspheme; and since I was so furi-
ously enraged at them, I pursued them even 
to foreign cities.

12 “With this in mind, I was traveling 
to Damascus with the authority and com-
mission of the chief priests, 13 when at mid-
day along the road, your Excellency, a I saw 
a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 
shining around me and my companions. 
14 When we had all fallen to the ground, I 
heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew c 
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you perse-
cuting me? It hurts you to kick against the 
goads.’ 15 I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ !e 
Lord answered, ‘I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting. 16 But get up and stand on your 
feet; for I have appeared to you for this pur-
pose, to appoint you to serve and testify to 
the things in which you have seen me d and 
to those in which I will appear to you. 17 I will 
rescue you from your people and from the 
Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18 to 
open their eyes so that they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power of Sa-
tan to God, so that they may receive forgive-

ness of sins and a place among those who are 
sancti&ed by faith in me.’

19 “A$er that, King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but 
declared &rst to those in Damascus, then in 
Jerusalem and throughout the countryside 
of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God and do deeds 
consistent with repentance. 21 For this reason 
the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to 
kill me. 22 To this day I have had help from 
God, and so I stand here, testifying to both 
small and great, saying nothing but what the 
prophets and Moses said would take place: 
23 that the Messiah e must su(er, and that, 
by being the &rst to rise from the dead, he 
would proclaim light both to our people and 
to the Gentiles.”

24 While he was making this defense, 
Festus exclaimed, “You are out of your mind, 
Paul! Too much learning is driving you in-
sane!” 25 But Paul said, “I am not out of my 
mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speak-
ing the sober truth. 26 Indeed the king knows 
about these things, and to him I speak freely; 
for I am certain that none of these things has 
escaped his notice, for this was not done in 
a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the 
prophets? I know that you believe.” 28 Agrippa 
said to Paul, “Are you so quickly persuading 
me to become a Christian?” f 29 Paul replied, 
“Whether quickly or not, I pray to God that 
not only you but also all who are listening 
to me today might become such as I am—
except for these chains.”
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a Gk slaves    b Gk and he made    c Gk slave    d Other ancient authorities read washed    e Gk and he made     
f Gk priests to    g Or testimony to Jesus    h Or in the Spirit    

!e revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave him to show his servants a 
what must soon take place; he made b 
it known by sending his angel to his 
servant c John, 2 who testi"ed to the 

word of God and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, even to all that he saw.

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the 
words of the prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear and who keep what is wri#en in it; 
for the time is near. 
 

4 John to the seven churches that are in 
Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is 
and who was and who is to come, and from 
the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the "rstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed d us from 
our sins by his blood, 6 and made e us to be 
a kingdom, priests serving  f his God and Fa-
ther, to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;

and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail.

So it is to be. Amen.
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says 

the Lord God, who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty. 

9 I, John, your brother who share with  
you in Jesus the persecution and the kingdom 

and the patient endurance, was on the is-
land called Patmos because of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. g 10 I was in 
the spirit h on the Lord’s day, and I heard be-
hind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, 
“Write in a book what you see and send it to 
the seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, 
to Pergamum, to !yatira, to Sardis, to Phil-
adelphia, and to Laodicea.”

12 !en I turned to see whose voice it 
was that spoke to me, and on turning I saw 
seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst 
of the lampstands I saw one like the Son of 
Man, clothed with a long robe and with a 
golden sash across his chest. 14 His head and 
his hair were white as white wool, white as 
snow; his eyes were like a %ame of "re, 15 his 
feet were like burnished bronze, re"ned as in 
a furnace, and his voice was like the sound 
of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held 
seven stars, and from his mouth came a 
sharp, two-edged sword, and his face was 
like the sun shining with full force.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
though dead. But he placed his right hand 
on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the 
"rst and the last, 18 and the living one. I was 
dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; 
and I have the keys of Death and of Hades. 
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How To Use Your Spark Bible Stickers
I Memorized It 
I can recite this verse 

from memory!

Makes Me Want To …
Something about this 

text is calling me to DO 

something.

Spark Spot 
Hey! Look at this! Look again!

I Read It 
I read this.

Something I Don’t Like 
This behavior / person / idea 

is not good.
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How To Use Your Spark Bible Stickers
Makes Me Feel …
This story/passage really 

makes me feel a strong 

emotion.

Makes Me Wonder …
I’m just going to think 

about this for a while.

I Looked It Up
I can find any verse.

Something I Like
This behavior / person / 

idea is cool.

Reminds Me Of …
I remembered something 

when I read this.

I Don’t Get It 
I read this, but I’m not 

sure what it means.


