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Introdaciion

What a gift to learn and sing about creation! From our earliest years we are all fascinated by the world around us and
enjoy learning the names of different animals, imitating their sounds, or drawing pictures. In the Bible we learn how
God’s creative work—including us—is very good (Genesis 1-2), how the birds lift their voices and the lions roar
(Psalm 104), and how creation sings praise to God even before we do (Revelation 5).

There is always more to learn about the unfolding diversity of creation, our urgent need to respond to human activity
that threatens the planet’s health, and our existence as part of creation, not separate from it. ChildrenSing Creation
provides a variety of ways for children to sing about God’s creative activity and our role in honoring and caring for the
earth, including:

Singing about the delight and variety of creation

“All Creation Sings” by Mark Patterson and the hymn “Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom” by Adam M. L. Tice, given a
creative accompaniment here by Ann Schrooten, both sing of the innate goodness and wonder found in the world. It’s
fun (and important!) to imagine how the trees clap their hands, or to sing the word “platypus” or “microbe” in church.

Singing about creation setting an example that we can follow

“The Animals’ Peace Carol” by Steve Heitzeg imagines what the sheep and the donkeys might have dreamt and
experienced on Christmas night. “Winter Turns to Summer” by John Ferguson tells us that just like banana plants grow
to make bananas and apple trees grow to make apples, God’s grace means that we can show grace to others, God’s love
means that we can be loving, and God’s gift of food means that we can feed the hungry.

Singing about God’s creative activity

“O Living Breath of God” is a hymn text given a new melody by Anne Krentz Organ, with an optional refrain for the
assembly to sing elsewhere in the service. It names some of the great acts of creation by God through the Holy Spirit
and asks the Spirit to bless us with that creativity. “The Seasons” by Marie Pooler is probably best sung in the context
of rehearsals or faith formation gatherings, and is especially good for young children. To facilitate singing more than
one stanza at a time for rehearsals or in worship, a brief interlude and alternate accompaniments are provided to give
the accompaniment some interest and suggest seasonal variety.

Singing about the urgent need to take care of the planet

“How Lovely and Green is the Earth” by Helen Kemp is a classic piece that empowers children to see themselves as
caretakers of the earth for future generations. “I Love It When” by Daniel Kallman roots that call to conservation in
love; it is from our love of the earth that we choose to protect it. “We Sing the Beauty of the Earth” by Nancy Grundahl
uses the hymn tune PROSPECT to help us sing about the beauty all around us and inspire us to preserve it for all
generations.

Singing about the goodness of creation

“For Air and Sunshine” by Marie Pooler helps us name some of the ways the earth is good and worthy of thanks,

and it also introduces children to singing in harmony through canon. “Way Down in the Mud” by Christine and

Daniel Kallman is a different way of proclaiming the goodness of all creation, including us. In Genesis 2 (and on Ash
Wednesday) we hear that God created us from the dust of the ground. That dust—that mud—is good! Just like God
sculpted and nourishes us, we, too, can play in the mud; we can plant in it, sculpt it, watch it become soil for plants, and
do creative work that is fun and joyful.

In the back you will find an index to anthems in other ChildrenSing volumes that also address creation in similar ways.
May this collection help singers of all ages find new and creative ways to sing of God’s goodness and the world we

share.

—David Sims, editor



All Creation Sings

for unison or 2-part voices and piano

M.P. Mark Patterson

With energy and joy (J = 124)
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Part II (optional)
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Earih I§ Fall of ‘Wil and Wigdom

Suggestions for the Director

This arrangement is intended to be both accessible for beginning musicians and flexible in terms of instrumentation.
The full score is given for convenience of the director, but it may be much easier to teach and perform using only the
hymn (p. 56) and the 4-bar ostinato pattern (p. 58).

Other instruments on hand may be substituted for those indicated in the score. Directors are encouraged to begin the
hymn with just one or two instruments and then continue to /ayer additional instruments at the beginning of each
stanza, to build the soundscape to the end. Establish a 4- or §-measure introduction from the start and then a 4-measure
interlude following each stanza. Though not included in the score, having a single instrument, such as a flute or violin,
play the melody throughout will help to support the choral/assembly singing. Allow the delightful and imaginative text
to fuel your creativity!

Notes on Instrumentation

If Orff instruments are available, use them. If not, strings or organ could be used. Either handbells or tone chimes can
be used where bells are indicated. The singing bell sound is achieved by circling the lip of the upturned bell with a
wooden dowel. (This will require some practice to gain a smooth and continuous sound!) The drone part could be sung
by a portion of the choir or by playing a pedal on the organ. Start the sound each time with a small and brief “scoop”
into the indicated pitch. The descant could be sung (experiment with different vowel combinations) or played on a flute
or violin with a light sound.

The “Joy to the World” quote? Well, if you dare, add it on the last stanza!

Just One (of many) Possible Sequences

Intro and stanza 1: Bass, Alto, & Sop Xylophone + Handbells (2) + Melody Instrument
Interlude and stanza 2: add Singing Bells + Drone
Interlude and stanza 3: add Handbells (1), Handbells (3) + Descant

—Ann Schrooten



Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom

for unison voices and instruments with opt. assembly

Adam M. L. Tice HoLy MANNA

W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825

Sturdy (J = 96) arr. Ann Schrooten
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For Air and Sunshine

for unison or 2-part voices and keyboard

Marie Pooler, alt. Marie Pooler, 1928-2013
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dedicated to the Children’s Choral Society of Oklahoma, Judith Burns, director,
and written for the 1992 National Conference of the Organization of American Koddly Educators

How Lovely and Green Is the Earth
A Song of Concern

for unison or 2-part voices and keyboard
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* The tune of the refrain is a traditional German folk tune, altered by Helen Kemp.

Copyright © 1992 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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to Cora Scholz, founder of the Northfield (MN) Youth Choirs,
nurturer of children, and my first piano teacher

I Love It When

for unison voices and piano
DK. Daniel Kallman

Moderately flowing (J =108-112)
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O Living Breath of God

for unison voices and keyboard

Osvaldo Catena, 1920-1986 Anne Krentz Organ
tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, 1923-2016
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NOTE: The refrain may be used as an assembly response in worship, as found on p. 66.

Text © 1979 Editorial Bonum; tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Music © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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The Animals’ Peace Carol

for unison voices and piano or harp

Steve Heitzeg
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Marie Pooler, alt.

The Seasons

for unison voices and piano

Marie Pooler, 1928-2013

It is suggested that each stanza be taught during the appropriate season.
Use pictures, bright cut-out leaves (or real ones), paper snowflakes, etc.,
as visual motivators. Make a rubus song chart, substituting pictures for words.
It helps to see as well as hear the sequence of red leaves, cool winds, cornstalks,
pumpkins, etc. If the upper D and Chin measure 3 are not comfortable for
your youngest singers, use the alternate notes on A.

Opt. Introduction / Interlude

—Helen Kemp, 1988
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3 God made spring.___ It has Eas - ter, flow - ers,
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corn - stalks, pump - Kkins. God_ made fall___ for this beau-ti-ful world.
frost -y trees, Christ-mas bells. God_ made win -ter for this beau-ti-ful world.
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NOTE: If more than one stanza is sung, an optional introduction/interlude and alternate accompaniments are provided.

Text and music © 1958, 1986 Augsburg Publishing House. Text adaptation © 1988 Augsburg Fortress.
This edition, introduction, and alternate accompaniments © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Way Down in the Mud

for unison or 2-part voices and piano

Christine Kallman Daniel Kallman
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We Sing the Beauty of the Earth

for unison or 2-part voices and piano

N.G. PROSPECT

W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
arr. Nancy Grundahl

Joyfully (J = 80)
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Herbert Brokering, 1926-2009

I: Flutes 8', 4'

II: Strings &'

Ped: 16'; 1/Ped.

for Bruce Benson

Winter Turns to Summer

for unison voices and keyboard with flute

John Ferguson
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NOTE: Directors are encouraged to sing this with groups of any age or size, perhaps dividing up the music in 4-bar phrases.

* While envisioned for the registrational colors of the organ,
the accompaniment (omitting pedal cue notes) works on any keyboard instrument.
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All Creation Sings

M.P. Mark Patterson
With energy and joy (J =124)
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Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom

Adam M. L. Tice

Sturdy (J = 96)
Introduction / Interlude
opt. repeat for introduction

HoLy MANNA
W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825
arr. Ann Schrooten
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