“No!” Nora cried, but it was too late.
Joey had already poured his drink into
the pot. The tree s leaves quivered, and
then it went even droopier than before.

’

“I know!” Joey said. “I’ll give
it some of my energy drink!”

Professor Owlester came walking
into the room.

“Good morning, class!” he said.
“What’s going on?”
“My tree is sick!” Nora said.
“And I don’t know why!”

“Remember what I told you yesterday,
Nora?” the professor asked. “Trees need
three things to grow.”
Nora tried to remember. What had the
professor said?

Nora looked at her droopy tree in the small pot.

“I need to move this baby tree outside! If it’s
going to grow big and tall, it needs to grow big
roots down into good soil!

”

“To grow big and strong, trees need sunlight,

”

water, and . . . oh, I remember now! Good soil!

“It’s a lot like growing in faith,”
Nora said as the other owls helped
her dig a hole in the playground.

“If we want our faith in Jesus to grow big and
strong, we need to grow roots into the right
soil by praying and reading God s Word!

’

”

Nora and her friends
put the baby tree in
the hole and filled it
with soil. Then Nora
gave the tree
some water.

The tree perked
up and began to
reach its leaves
toward the sun.

“You’ve got everything you
need now, little tree,” said Nora.
“Grow big and strong!”

Pray Together:
o then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
“Scontinue
to live your lives in him, rooted and built

Thank you, God, for all you have blessed us with and
teaching us your way. Help us to grow closer to you and
each other. Amen.

up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
— Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV)

”

Talk About the Story:
The Bible says to live our lives rooted in Jesus.

Make Something:

A tree’s roots must grow before the tree can grow bigger
and stronger.

1. Paint your hand and wrist with brown paint.

Without a tree’s roots, it would tip over no matter how
big and strong the rest of it is.

2. Lay your hand and wrist down on white construction
paper, to make an outline of a tree.

For a tree’s roots to grow, it needs water, sunlight and
healthy soil.

3. After washing you hand and wrist, dip your fingertips
in green, red, orange, or yellow paint. Use the paint on
your fingertips to make leaves all around your tree.

Jesus takes care of us and gives us everything we need
to grow in our faith.
How does Jesus take care of you?

4. After washing your hands and letting the paint dry, use
markers to add grass and animals that live by your tree.
5. Write “God Helps Us Grow” at the top of your artwork.
You now have a beautiful, healthy tree like the one Nora
planted! Share it with someone you love and tell them
about what it means to you to be rooted in Christ.

Copyright © 2018 Sparkhouse Family. All rights reserved. No part of this
book may be reproduced without the written permission of the publisher.
Email copyright@1517.media.
The Owlegories® brand and characters are the property of Spy House, LLC.
Created by Thomas and Julie Boto
Illustrated by Andrea Werntz
Designed by Kelly Doudna, Mighty Media
First edition published 2018
Printed in the United States of America
24 23 22 21 20 19 18
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
ISBN: 9781506433097
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Boto, Thomas, author. | Boto, Julie, author. | Werntz, Andrea,
illustrator.
Title: Nora and the growing tree : an Owlegories tale / created by Thomas and
Julie Boto ; illustrated by Andrea Werntz.
Description: First edition. | Minneapolis, MN : Sparkhouse Family, 2018.
Identifiers: LCCN 2017044316 | ISBN 9781506433097 (hardcover : alk. paper)
Classification: LCC PZ7.1.B676 No 2018 | DDC [E]--dc23 LC record available at
https://lccn.loc.gov/2017044316
VN0004589; 9781506433097; JAN2018

Sparkhouse Family
510 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55402
sparkhousefamily.org

