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Preface

I am not a poet, though I love to craft sermons, hymn texts, melodies, and 
compositions based on sacred texts. I am a student of theology, a planner of 
worship, a musical craftsman. When Martin Luther returned to Wittenberg 
from the Wartburg Castle to restore order, he entered into a period of liturgical 
and musical reform and, with Johann Walter’s assistance, composed “spiritual 
songs” to be sung within his Latin and German masses. Luther’s hymnody was 
born out of necessity and reveals a strong theological foundation, an esteem for 
the historic liturgy, and a pastoral understanding of the importance of congre-
gational song for faith and worship. I view this collection of texts and tunes to 
be patterned after Luther’s work. It spans a career as a seminarian and pas-
tor, an educator and church musician, a composer and conductor. My hymns 
were born out of life experiences and theological reflection. Each hymn in this 
collection resulted from an occasion—a worship event, a confirmation class, 
sermon preparation, a university chapel service, a baptism, a church anniver-
sary. These “spiritual songs” were composed as a witness to the faith we share; 
at the same time, they disclose particular facets of my own life. 

I remember sitting in church with my mother and hearing her brash, nasal tone 
sound out the hymns while she moved her finger along the words and notes to 
help me participate in the service. I wrote my first hymn text before I entered 
high school, when my home church in Baltimore invited members to compose 
an anniversary hymn. I chose kremser as the tune but struggled with the 
words—so much so that I never submitted the text. When my home congrega-
tion celebrated its one hundredth anniversary in 2015, I revisited that youthful 
verse and began to revise it but then decided to compose a new text and tune 
for the occasion. Before the hymn was completed, however, riots and fire had 
erupted in the city, causing me to amend and amplify the text. For the anni-
versary service, I was invited to conduct a festival choir in an expanded hymn 
setting, not knowing that only a few days later, my nephew, who had been so 
moved by the occasion, would suffer a tragic death. Hymns reach deep into 
the experience of our lives and give us hope in the living God, especially when 
devastating communal and personal tragedies occur. 

I am fortunate to have had the combined creative experience of poet, compos-
er, worship leader, and conductor in bringing these hymns to life. They are not 
rare gems of poetry or music, but they are faithfully conceived and composed 
“through faith for faith” (Romans 1:17). I present them to you to enliven and 
deepen the church’s faith and worship, and to affirm that the Holy Spirit is still 
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creating. If one hymn inspires the faith of one believer or enlivens one moment 
in one service for those assembled, then a lifetime of prayerful creativity will 
have been worth it.

This collection encompasses my work from 1971–1996 in seminary, graduate 
study, and parish ministry; and from 1996–2022 during my days of univer-
sity teaching and supply preaching. A Chronological Index is provided in the 
Appendix to trace the order in which these hymns were written or composed. 
Several hymns have multiple tunes for the same text, and in a few instances 
(i.e. 65, 16, and 91) a more recently composed tune is included with an earlier 
text and tune. A Topical Index is provided in the Appendix to facilitate finding 
hymns for the church year and for particular themes.

I am not opposed to the improvement of my texts to strengthen their theologi-
cal accuracy or to reflect contemporary language usage, though I do consider 
my tunes and harmonies to be well conceived. I welcome the wedding of my 
tunes to other texts for assembly worship. I have arranged many of these hymns 
in expanded settings, which may be used to introduce them to congregations. 
These settings are found in the Appendix and are available from various 
publishers or by contacting me through my website: https://pauldweber.com. 
A complete index of my works may be found there and on the website of the 
Center for Church Music at Concordia University Chicago. 

“Lord, increase our faith,” the disciples begged. As we live with the effects of 
the debilitating coronavirus and gather once more to sing praises to God, may 
the Lord increase our faith through “spiritual songs” such as these musical 
offerings. I dedicate these hymns to the glory of God for use in public worship 
and private devotion, so that faith in the crucified and risen Lord may abound 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Soli Deo Gloria!

June 2022
Staunton, Virginia



Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda
Music: Paul D. Weber
Text © 1990 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Music © 1995 Paul D. Weber, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Text: John 15, adapt. Paul D. Weber
Music: Paul D. Weber
Text and music © 2008 and this adapt. © 2022 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers,  
St. Louis, MO. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale
Music: Paul D. Weber
Music © 1989 Paul D. Weber, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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