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A Sugﬂeshon If we were to return 4o Bible
times, we would meet people whose color would
be beauvtiful shades of brown. Why not buy
a colored pencil and fill in the -Po_ces and hands
and feet of the people in this booklet? If you
have to buy a whole set of pencils, use +he.
others 1o color in clothing, animals, plants,
€arth, water, and sky. Celebro.-l'e‘
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The wealthy, priestly
landowners formed
themselves |nto a
party called the
[SADDUCEES]. They
collaborated with the
Roman occupation in
order fo maintain their
riches and power,
Becavuse of +his alliance
the poor people were
round into +he dus+
by both the brutal
Roman rulers and the
heartless rich of

their own people. ROMAN RULERS,

WEALTHY AND
POWERFUL VEW)SH

. . LANDOWNERS
Once again the Soc:ce’l:)(
of God's precious

332 Adhgt
pa rtner people sur'rns
Egjp-l-. God'!'s dream TR ERR
of a con-fras+t TENANT FARMERS ORD.WARY
soci e'l‘y -a people FARM FAMILIES IN TERRIBLE DEBT
racticin justice
and mercy’, attractin
+he nations +o the

manna way - was LANDLESS DAY LABORERS,WIDOWS,0RPHANS
shattered. The BEGGARS-THE “P0OR,MAIMED, LAME,¢ BLIN D™

Crea-tor wept, and
creation wept.

Would shalom ever SLAVES + SLAVES+*SLAVES:SI.AVES
come 1o Plane+t

Earth?

The covenant people whom God had rescued from Egypt were now in deepcrisis.
How did they respond fo the terrible oppression? Some oF the most desperate followed
apocalyptic prophets who announced the end of the world. Others followed
gelf-appointed messiahs who claimed fo be Gad’s chosendeliverers. Almost
everyone longed for Yahweh's true Messiah who would save the nation (JER 2315-6).
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/
Mary qave birth while she and Joseph, her fiance, were |odged in a stable.
She held her newborn in her arms and repeated the song she had sung when the

child was conceived .
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Mary placed the little baby in a feedbox (tvke 2:1-20), Angels sang. Animals
smiled. The trees clapped their hands, and all creation rejoiced. Lowly
Shepherds, informed by augels, came and found the child (v the feedbox.
God swmiled. [n this baby the creator of the vniverse was present —
with creation, with the poor, one of the poor, good news to the poor.’
Becavse of this child Gods dream would come true...

MANNA SOCIETY FOR ALL AND AWHOLE NEW CREATION!

Maryv and Joseph named the child Joshva meaning "the oné
who” saves"(FJesus"in the Greek [anguage=-LukE 2: 21), They brought
Jesus to the temple (v Jerusalewm where Anawim Peap(e
[ike Anna and Simeon recognized him as the one who
would liberate Israel. Simeou was so happy +hat he San3

this song:

«Nowl am rehady il'o lgide iﬂ P?thei‘
or my eyes have Jooked upon Yahweh's

'\f"bergﬂ oyn, God’s light 'l'oghe ;a.ﬁons,

and the gloryof God’s people [srael.”’

(tuke 2:29-32]
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN - A RISEN JESUS, A RISEN PEOPLE

one vote had not been counted - the vote of Yahweh Sabaoth, the Godof
mercg and compassion. Yahweh entered the +omb and cried YES. God
cried YES to Jesus and to Jesus’ way oFHvin_g and dy:‘n .  God cried
YES to Jesus’ life of mercy for all and manna for all. God called, “Geft
op, Emmanvel! Come forth, o0 Jesus!” Like Miriam and Moses aud
Aaren com:‘ng forth From the Reed Sea’ Jesus rose out of +he Wa+er_y
depths, He broke the bonds of death and now...

. Why do
new you seek
the living

JESUS AND
HIs
TROUBLE MAKING
GO MERRILY
ON/!

[tukE 24:1-8]

All creation shouted for jay. The trees clapped their hands. The stars
danced , and the angels sang . God wept for joy and then danced with
the angels around the cosmos. The reign of God had trivmphed on
Planet Earth. Life had conquered death. Jesus, who had been
crucified, was now alive! Then God elected a grouvp of women To serve
as the firs+ Proclcu'mers. Empawered byjay and bel.‘e!-lffhey annovnced...

The Megg; And we
gesvs 1 alivgy" are 929!
. en! ¢ / Untried  Theyre
. and not Pure

1hey re umfvor-rhy rational, °"Sense
—\:\'ci’oﬂa\. Witnesses. / :

em
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woman
talk. 4

(tuxe 24:9-)
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To theother disciples the message of
the women seemed like anidle tale [Luke
24:11]. Maybe they did not want v believe.
Maybe news of resurrection seemed foo
good to be true... or maybe the disciples
were frightened. A risenlord would
call them to take up their cross and
follow ﬁ.uKE 9:23-24).

The Risen One appeared to these
other disciples. First he joined
+wo of them as -l'hey were Walka‘nj
From Jerusalem to their home
+town of Emmavs. On+the road
he exp(ained the scriptures
to them. They did not recognize
him, however, until he broke
bread in their heme. Jesus
kept his provnlse.' He was pre-
sent in the meal, 1y +he breakn‘nj
of bread [LUKE 24:1-35),

Then Jesus appeared to all of the disciples /n Jerusalem, There he
opened their minds to understand God's Plan written iy the 5crip+uresz

The Messiah’s suffering is the way fo glory.
Innocent suvffering is +he power which ushers
in the reign of God - the new reality of
abundant bread and abundant mercy for all.

(Luke 24:25-2¢)

Jesus told +he disciples about their future mission. They witl teil the
nations about God's p\an,Gad's amazingclream. They will tell everyone how God
outsuffered, outloved, and outlived even +he wors+ that unjust and
sinful humans can do. They witll invite all people o repen-f— and receive
the gift of forgiveness (Luke 24:47-99), People of all nations will respond
and become a community of +he reign of God, a famity where +there
is no hierarchy, no retribuvtion, no hoarding, ne oppression-only servant-
hood, only abundant manna and abundant mercy for ALL! This people
will live as God's unusual people, a contrast 50c{e+_>/-~

A SIGN OF GOD’S PURPOSE FOR ALL OF CREATION!

(EPH 1:9-10, 3:10~]1)
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