
When preparing to preach on the Second Sunday of Advent 2012, the Psalm Response 
pointed me in a surprising direction. When I read, “The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy,” I began to remember the saving deeds God has done in my 
life, in the Church, and in the world. This in turn led me to recall the Hebrew prayer, 
dayenu – “It would have been enough.” My homily turned into a narrative of praise.

Beginning with the ninth century, Jews celebrated the fidelity of God at the Passover 
Seder meal by reciting the great deeds done for Israel in the Exodus. One special part of 
the traditional haggadah narrative is a prayer referred to as dayenu. It is a litany, which 
becomes praise in its very recitation. As the leader blesses God for divine fidelity cit-
ing the magnalia dei, the assembled respond to each, “It would have been enough.” In 
Hebrew, dayenu.

It is good to remember what God has done in our history. It is good to discover how our 
recitation of the divine deeds becomes praise. It is good to praise God for these same 
saving deeds all the while believing there’s never enough. It is good that remembering 
unmasks our incompleteness and need so we can praise with less pretense.

d Roc O’Connor, S.J.
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It Would Have Been Enough
for SATB voices, assembly*, and piano with opt. solo and guitar*

Dayenu
Tony WardT.W.**

* Lead sheet available for download at www.augsburgfortress.org.
** After a homily by Roc O’Connor, S.J.
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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