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Preface
Our many years of working with young children in the worship, music, and education ministries of the 

church have convinced us of the value of a “holistic” approach.  The Bible stories told in the classroom 

illustrate concepts that are relevant to the faith development of children.  Songs based on these stories, 

by adding melody and rhythm to poetic words, help the children enjoy and remember these concepts.  

Carefully-written tunes help the children develop musical skills that are the foundation for participating 

in congregational and choral song later in life. Songs like these, when coordinated with the lectionary 

readings, give children a chance to contribute meaningfully to congregational worship as leaders, not 

entertainers. 

Our need for songs to use in this “holistic” approach to ministering to young children led us to write our 

first collection, Sing the Stories of Jesus (Augsburg Fortress 978-0-8006-7945-3). Sing the Stories of 

God’s People is our second collection. 

•	 The	thirty	songs	are	based	on	stories	of	God’s	people	in	the	Hebrew	scriptures	that	are	commonly	used	

in Bible story books and curriculum resources published by several denominations for ages 4 to 7.  The 

stories are age appropriate and will encourage children to trust God and care for one another in loving, 

just ways. 

•	 The	lyrics	are	written	in	simple	language	and	focus	on	a	key	idea	in	each	story.		They	will	also	introduce	

the children to important biblical concepts such as “trust,” “covenant,” “laws,” “gleaning,” “sharing,” 

“the ark of the covenant,”  “prophet,” and others. 

•	 The	tunes	are	short	and	memorable;	they	use	the	six	to	eight	note	range	appropriate	for	children	in	this	

age group and contain repeated tones, scale-wise passages, and sequences for easy learning.  There 

are opportunities in some of the songs for children to listen and echo what a leader sings, and two of 

the songs can be sung as canons.  The accompaniments are interesting and complement the themes of 

the lyrics. Several contain fragments of African American spirituals related to the texts, and one uses a 

plainsong melody.

•	 Because	all	but	one	of	the	scriptures	on	which	the	songs	are	based	are	included	in	the	Revised	Common	

Lectionary (either complementary or semicontinuous series), the songs provide an opportunity for 

young children to provide music for congregational worship that is relevant and meaningful.

•	 For	each	song	we	have	provided	creative	suggestions	for	teaching	the	words	and	melodies.	

•	 Also	included	is	a	CD	recording	with	both	the	full-chorus	and	accompaniment-only	versions.		These	

recordings can be duplicated for non-sale local use so that the children can sing at home, in the car, or 

in the classroom.

We hope that this new collection will help you continue to offer children a way to grow in their faith 

through the songs they sing.

Mary Nelson Keithahn and John D. Horman
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