
Suggestions, pp. 185–86

7. The American teacher and writer Sandra Cisneros (b. 1954) is renowned for her contribution to
Chicana literature. The short story “Little Miracles, Kept Promises” (1991) is comprised of two dozen
requests and thank-you’s posted at a Texan shrine to Mary by petitioners who leave milagritos to symbolize
their devotion. From heart-wrenching calamities to teenagers’ irritations, believers beg assistance from
God, the Virgin Mary, and from the saints Martin de Pores, Antony of Padua, Sebastian, Lucy, Jude,
Lazarus, and the Aztec mother goddess Tonantzin. Discussion of this story can focus on the practice of
invocation of the saints, its pros and cons.

8. In The Maid, Kimberly Cutter has written what is perhaps the finest novel about Joan of Arc
(1412–1431). Cutter’s depiction of Jehanne d’Arc is detailed, respectful, never sentimental. Burned at the
stake in 1431, she was canonized by the Roman Catholic Church in 1920. Twice in the novel, Joan is
communed with both the bread and wine: although rare, this was a fifteenth-century possibility in some
situations. The Maid herself wonders whether her voices come from God: the novelist does not enter the
story with her own viewpoint, and readers can make up their own minds.

9. The 1996 film Entertaining Angels narrates several years in the life of Dorothy Day (1897–1980).
Her years encompass both her early leftist political activity and Bohemian lifestyle and her later devout
Catholicism. She is famous for the Catholic Worker organization and her Houses of Hospitality that housed
and fed New York’s poor. The film’s title cites Heb. 13:2. Discussion of the film can ask whether students
find her “saintly,” a saint, or neither.

9. What do Christians say about their relationship to the state?

Crucifix, p. 187

The Haitian artist Jacques Chéry (b. 1928) created the Misereor Hunger Cloth to coordinate with
the Roman Catholic Church’s Sunday lectionary readings for the Sundays of Lent, year B. The lowest
level depicts scenes of unbelief, the center scenes of Christ conquering evil, and the upper level hope and
promise.

Quotes and Images

p. 188: The quote from Max Weber (1864–1920) indicates the historic situation in which a government
assumes that its own god will ensure victory. That each country has its own deities is called henotheism.

p. 190: The famous Serenity Prayer was composed in 1942 by Reinhold Niebuhr (1892–1971). The
Second World War was a sorry illustration of his worldview that governments too often act in immoral
ways.

p.192: Carmelite nuns are a particularly rigorous order of contemplative Roman Catholics. The order
was founded in the twelfth century.

p. 194: Mario Cuomo (b. 1932), governor of New York from 1983 to 1994, created a stir when,
lecturing in 1984 at the University of Notre Dame, he advocated that Roman Catholics live out their values
without expecting the government to adopt their positions as law.

p. 196: Centuries of nearly universal acceptance of the Great Chain of Being help explain world and
church history. This chart is particularly useful because it includes the philosophical categories of Being
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and Nonbeing. It is instructive to engage students in conversation about the degree to which they too ascribe
to this worldview.

pp. 197, 198: The opposite quotations from two Protestant clergymen, one from the North, the
other from the South, illustrate the disagreement among nineteenth-century Christians concerning slavery.
Southern clergy preached a benign slavery, supporting their position with biblical quotes.

p. 199: Many women were active abolitionists, writing, speaking, and organizing in opposition to
slavery. When after the Civil War black men, but no women, were granted the vote, some of these women
became radicalized for the franchise. Quakers were pacifists, but not all Methodists were.

p. 201: Other interpretations of the four small crosses have been proposed, besides the one popular
during the Crusades.

p. 202: Raymond Hunthausen (b. 1921) was the Roman Catholic archbishop of Seattle from 1975 to
1991. His 1982 public condemnation of America’s stockpiling of nuclear weapons and his refusal to pay
taxes that supported the military led to the Internal Revenue Service garnishing his wages.

p. 203: Members of the third-wave Radical Reformation were harassed, imprisoned, and executed by
both Protestant and Roman Catholic countries that viewed their resistance to government authority and
refusal to serve in the military as seditious. This history helps account for the relative isolation of for
example the Amish. The image depicts the 1554 executions of David van der Leyden and Levina Ghyselins.

p. 204: The two quotations express opposite opinions, both by American Protestant evangelicals,
about how the government ought to relate to conditions of poverty. D. James Kennedy (1930–2007) was a
Presbyterian minister; Jim Wallis (b. 1948) is a renowned Christian author and political activist, the founder
and editor of the Christian magazine Sojourners.

Suggestions, pp. 205–6

6. Paul’s view expressed in Romans 13 that the government is an arm of God has been much debated
in Christianity. Paul wrote before the Roman Empire began its persecutions of Christians. The author of
Revelation was reacting to the increased persecution of Christians by the Roman Empire.

7. “Voyage Four: 1661” (1978) was written by the well-known American author of historical sagas,
James A. Michener (1907–1997). Set in colonial Boston, the story narrates the trial, imprisonment,
whipping, and hanging of the Quaker Thomas Kenworth by the Puritan authorities. The suggestion is that
the Quakers’ religious intensity is feared by the Puritans, who are glad to cleanse their church of such
excesses. Discussion of the story can focus on the social and religious attitudes of both the Quaker and the
Judge. Can any of the students sympathize with the Puritans?

8. In the sixteenth century some 300,000 Japanese were Christianized, but in the seventeenth century
the government sought to wholly eradicate the religion from Japan. The 1969 novel Silence by Japanese
Christian Shusaku Endo (1923–1996) narrates the grim circumstances of the Jesuit missionaries, who rather
than themselves being tortured, had to watch Japanese peasants tortured in their stead. The missionaries
were willing to be martyred, but observing others being martyred was something else entirely. The
“silence” refers to God’s silence in face of this horror.

9. For this chapter, it is appropriate to assign two films, since they tell opposite stories. The 2007
film Amazing Grace narrates the inspirational story of William Wilberforce (1759–1833), who after
becoming an evangelical Christian, decided not to become a minister but rather to dedicate his life as a
member of Parliament to ending the British slave trade. He received encouragement from John Newton, the
author of the hymn “Amazing Grace,” a slaver turned Anglican priest. Thus in this example a Christian used
the state to bring about Christian goals. The 2002 film Amen. tells the story of S.S. officer Kurt Gerstein, a
member of the Confessing Church, who tried to alert Protestant and Roman Catholic officials about what
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was happening in the Nazi extermination camps. He was executed by the Third Reich in 1945. Thus in this
example Christian authorities refuse to challenge immoral acts of the state. Discussion of these films can
focus on how complex is the picture of the relationship of church and state.

10. What do Christians say about sexual issues?

Crucifix, p. 207

The 1975 Christa sculpture by Edwina Sandys (b. 1938) has been praised by some Christians who
claim that it illustrates that Christ saved both men and women and it testifies to the sufferings of women. To
those who object to the image as not picturing the historic Jesus, the supporters liken it to Asian Christians
drawing Christ as Asian or African Christians depicting him as black. Christa has been displayed in both
galleries and churches; its presence in 1974 in New York’s Episcopal cathedral of St. John the Divine was
highly controversial.

Quotes and Images

p. 209: The precise attire for the Amish is stipulated by the local bishop. Thus all the Amish in one
area will dress in virtually identical clothing. At larger geographical gatherings, all will know where each
person resides, by, for example, the width of the brim of the man’s hat or the length of the ribbons on a
woman’s cap. Women are dressed not for sexual attraction but for communal identity.

p. 210: In the quotation from Mary Douglas, the term “holiness” means not “sinless,” but “being set
apart.”

p. 212: Despite the traditional picture of thirteen males at the Last Supper, some contemporary artists
show also women at the table, as if to answer the inquiry, “Who prepared the dinner?” In Da Vinci’s fresco,
all the sight lines converge on Christ’s forehead.

p. 213: Rosemary Radford Ruether (b. 1936), a Roman Catholic historian, has written extensively
about the role of women in Christian history and about liberation theology in Palestine and Latin America.

p. 214: Jarena Lee (1783–?) was the first woman eventually authorized by Richard Allen in 1819 to
preach in the African Methodist Episcopal churches. She served as an itinerant preacher predominantly in
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and her memoir is valued as a source of religious history.

p. 217: Dennis P. Hollinger is an evangelical and a professor of Christian ethics at Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary in Massachusetts. His book on Christian sexual ethics is useful especially for its
treatment of a wide range of issues and for his fair presentation of views that he does not finally espouse.

p. 218: In the United States, it is usual for the Orthodox crowns to be floral wreaths that are attached
to one another by a long ribbon. No crowns are used at second marriages.

p. 221: Beverly Wildung Harrison (1932–2012) was a Protestant professor of Christian ethics at Union
Theological Seminary in New York. Her position that a woman has the right to govern her own body, and to
see through or terminate a pregnancy, follows from her conviction that before God women are fully human
moral agents, without subservience to men or their opinions.

p. 224: Fridolin Leiber (1853–1912) was a German artist who designed popular religious prints. The
learned scholar Pope Benedict XIV in 1745 banned from Roman Catholic churches images that depict the
Trinity as three males; however, some churches, particularly in Mexico, do display such images.
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