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The leading question of this collection of essays is how the contemporary student of
Paul can best approach a study of the Pauline letters. What perspective should one
choose? What, in effect, does one need to know in order to comprehend Paul’s
writings? The essays in the volume are written by a variety of faculty who actually
teach Paul in their classrooms and offer a rich smorgasbord of possible approaches:
historical, rhetorical, spatial, economic, visual, feminist, Jewish, African American,
Asian, post-colonial, and “queer.” The head of a prospective student might be spin-
ning after going through this array of methodologies and perspectives. Curiously,
given the nature and purpose of the Pauline writings, one perspective that seems
left out of the selections is the vantage point of a community of faith or a theo-
logical or pastoral viewpoint.



