Table of Contents
Preface to the Paperback Edition
Preface
Abbreviations
1.

God in Creation
Some guiding ideas for an ecological doctrine of creation
Knowledge of nature as God's creation is participating knowledge
Creation for glory
The sabbath of creation
The messianic preparation of creation to be the kingdom
Creation in the Spirit
God's immanence in the world
The principal of mutual interpenetration
The cosmic spirit and human consciousness

2.

In the Ecological Crisis
The crisis of domination
On the way to an ecological theology of nature
The alienation and liberation of nature

3.

The Knowledge of Creation
Covenant, creation and the kingdom of God
'Natural theology'?
The world as promise and anticipation
Messianic knowledge of the world
The eucharistic community of creation

4.

God the Creator
'In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth'
God's determination of himself to be creator
Creation out of nothing
The Trinitarian doctrine of creation
The cosmic Spirit

5.

The Time of Creation
Time as the repetition of eternity
Time as the eternal present
The time of creation
Experiences of time in the history of God
The interlaced times of history

6.

The Space of Creation
The ecological concept of space
The concept of homogeneous space
The creation of spaces and the space of creation
The problem of absolute space

7.

Heaven and Earth
Why is creation a dual world?
The heaven of nature
The heaven of Jesus Christ
The modern 'criticism of heaven'
God's glory 'in heaven as it is on earth'

8.

The Evolution of Creation
The human being—a creature in the history of creation
Evolution or creation? false confrontations—genuine problems
Evolutionary processes in nature
Continuous creation

9.

God's Image in Creation: Human Beings
The original designation of human beings: imago dei
The messianic calling of human beings: imago christi
The eschatological glorification of human beings: gloria dei
At once God's image and a sinner
Social likeness to God

10. 'Embodiment is the End of All God's Works'
The primacy of the soul
Soul and body
Life in health and sickness
11. The Sabbath: The Feast of Creation
The completion of creation
The blessing of creation

The sanctification of creation
The feast of redemption
Jesus and the sabbath
Sunday: the feast of the beginning
Appendix: Symbols of the World
The Great World Mother
Mother Earth
The Feast of Heaven and Earth
The World as Dance
The Great Theatre of the World
Play as Symbol of the World
The World as Work and as Machine
Symbols Compared in the Messianic Light
Notes
Index of Names

