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This preface is addressed to you by the Committee of translators, who wish to explain, as briefly as pos-
sible, the origin and character of our work. The publication of our revision is yet another step in the long, 
continual process of making the Bible available in the form of the English language that is most widely 
current in our day. To summarize in a single sentence: the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible is 
an authorized revision of the Revised Standard Version, published in 1952, which was a revision of the 
American Standard Version, published in 1901, which, in turn, embodied earlier revisions of the King 
James Version, published in 1611.

In the course of time, the King James Version came to be regarded as “the Authorized Version.” With 
good reason it has been termed “the noblest monument of English prose,” and it has entered, as no other 
book has, into the making of the personal character and the public institutions of the English-speaking 
peoples. We owe to it an incalculable debt.

Yet the King James Version has serious defects. By the middle of the nineteenth century, the devel-
opment of biblical studies and the discovery of many biblical manuscripts more ancient than those on 
which the King James Version was based made it apparent that these defects were so many as to call for 
revision. The task was begun, by authority of the Church of England, in 1870. The (British) Revised Ver-
sion of the Bible was published in 1881-1885; and the American Standard Version, its variant embody-
ing the preferences of the American scholars associated with the work, was published, as was mentioned 
above, in 1901. In 1928 the copyright of the latter was acquired by the International Council of Reli-
gious Education and thus passed into the ownership of the Churches of the United States and Canada 
that were associated in this Council through their boards of education and publication.

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge of the text of the American Standard 
Version and to undertake inquiry concerning the need for further revision. After studying the questions 
whether or not revision should be undertaken, and if so, what its nature and extent should be, in 1937 
the Council authorized a revision. The scholars who served as members of the Committee worked in 
two sections, one dealing with the Old Testament and one with the New Testament. In 1946 the Re-
vised Standard Version of the New Testament was published. The publication of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, containing the Old and New Testaments, took place on September 30, 1952. A 
translation of the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books of the Old Testament followed in 1957. In 1977 
this collection was issued in an expanded edition, containing three additional texts received by Eastern 
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