
List of Illustrations and Features	 vii

Preface� ix

Chronology of Events	�  xiii

Chapter 1	 The Emergence of Judaism to 650 C.E.:  

	A  Narrative Overview	�  1
	E arliest Beginnings	 1
	T he Emergence of Israel—The Bible and Archaeology	 5
	T he Second Temple Period (539 b.c.e.–70 c.e.)	 14
	C hristianity and the Jews	 20
	T he Babylonian Jewish Community	 21
	 Study Questions	 23

Chapter 2	 Biblical Israel: Many Voices	 � 25
	W hat is the Hebrew Bible?	 25
	M odern Critical Study of the Bible and the Documentary Hypothesis	 26
	I sraelite Religion Versus Biblical Religion	 30
	 Biblical Religion—The Deuteronomic Tradition	 31
	 Biblical Religion—The Priestly Cultic Tradition	 35
	C onclusion	 38
	 Study Questions	 38

Chapter 3	 Themes of Biblical Literature	�  39
	T he Myths of Biblical Religion in Their Ancient Near Eastern Context	 42
	T hemes of the Patriarchal Stories (Gen 12–50) 	 49
	T hemes of the Exodus Story (Exod 1–40) 	 54
	T hemes of the Deuteronomistic History	 59
	T hemes of the Prophetic Tradition	 62
	T hemes of the Wisdom Tradition	 67
	C onclusion	 67
	 Study Questions	 71

Contents

v



v  The Emergence of judaism vi  

Chapter 4	 From Biblical Israel to Second Temple Judaism	�  73
	T he Persian Period	 74
	H ellenization and the Jews	 77
	T he Rise of Apocalypticism	 80
	S econd Temple Jewish Movements in Judea	 82
	C onclusion	 87
	 Study Questions	 88

Chapter 5	 From Second Temple Judaism to Rabbinic Judaism	 � 89
	A  Rabbinic Myth of Origins	 95
	T he Torah of the Rabbis	 102
	C onclusion	 15
	 Study Questions	 123

Chapter 6	 Topics in Rabbinic Judaism	 � 125
	R abbinic Judaism	 125
	G od: Faith, Heresy, and the Shekinah	 127
	R abbinic Anthropology	 128
	T he Ethical Life	 130
	I mmortality, Death and Suffering	 131
	R edemption and Messianism	 132
	T he Rabbi in Society	 133
	T he Rabbis and Non-Jewish Society	 140
	C onclusion	 142
	 Study Questions	 143

Chapter 7	 Judaism through the Ages	�  145
	 Jews Under Medieval Islamic Rule	 145
	 Jews in Medieval Christian Europe	 146
	M odern Jewish Identity—Religion or Ethnos?	 150
	M ajor Trends in Modern Jewish Thought	 152
	C onclusion	 153
	 Study Questions	 154

Glossary of Selected Terms	�  155

Annotated Bibliography	� 159

Index	�  179



vii

list of illustrations and features

Figures

	 Fig. 1.1	 The Victory Stele of Merneptah	 10
	 Fig 1.2	 Israelite sanctuary	 11
	 Fig 1.3	 Map of the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel, 924–722 b.c.e.	 15
	 Fig. 1.4	 Model of Herod’s temple	 17
	 Fig. 1.5	 Panel from the Arch of Titus	 18
	 Fig. 2.1	 The Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III of Assyria 
		  (859–825 b.c.e.)	 32
	 Fig. 4.1	 The Cyrus Cylinder	 75
	 Fig. 4.2	 Cave at Qumran	 86
	 Fig. 5.1	 Beit Alpha zodiac	 93
	 Fig. 5.2	 Map of Babylonian academies	 94
	 Fig. 5.3	 Rescue of the baby Moses	 95
	 Fig. 5.4	 Hebrew lintel	 110
	 Fig. 6.1	 The ten sefirot of Kabbalah	 149

Tables

	 2.1	 The Twenty-Four Canonical Books of the Hebrew Bible	 27
	 5.1	 The Orders and Tractates of the Mishnah and Talmuds	 113

Personalities in Judaism

	 1.1	 Abraham and Sarah	 2
	 1.2	 Isaac and Rebekah	 4



v  List of  Illustrations and Featuresviii  

	 1.3	 Moses	 6
	 1.4	 Joshua	 8
	 1.5	 David and Solomon	 12
	 3.1	 Jacob, Leah, and Rachel	 52
	 3.2	 Aaron and Miriam	 54
	 3.3	 Jeremiah	 60
	 4.1	 Ezra	 76
	 4.2	 Philo	 79
	 4.3	 Josephus	 84
	 5.1	 R. Judah haNasi	 91
	 5.2	 Rav and Samuel	 96
	 5.3	 Hillel and Shammai	 97
	 5.4	 R. Yohanan ben Zakkai	 98
	 5.5	 R. Gamliel	 102
	 5.6	 R.  Akiva	 109
	 5.7	 R. Ishmael	 111
	 6.1	 Rava and Abbaye	 132

From a Classic Text

	 2.1	 Deuteronomy 6:1-9: “Hear (Shema), O Israel”	 33
	 3.1	 Creation: Genesis 1:1—2:4a	 42
	 3.2	 The Patriarchal Promise: Genesis 12:1-9	 47
	 3.3	 Abraham’s Binding (Akedah) of Isaac: Genesis 22:1-19	 49
	 3.4	 The Covenant and the Ten Commandments: 
		  Exodus 19:1-9; 20:1-18	 56
	 3.5	 Themes of Classical Prophecy: 
		  Micah 2:1-3; 3:1-4, 9-12; 4:1-7; 6:1-4, 6-8	 62
	 3.6	 Israelist Wisdom Tradition: Ecclesiastes (Qohelet) 
		  1:1-9; 2:13-17; 8:9—9:12	 68
	 5.1	 R. Yohanan ben Zakkai and the Rabbinic Myth of Origins	 99
	 5.2	 The Transmission of Torah	 103
	 5.3	 Midrashic Virtuosity	 107
	 5.4	 Talmudic Dialectics: A Sample Study Text	 115
	 5.5	 Halakhic and Aggadic Midrash: Divine Polysemy	 118
	 6.1	 Central Features of Babylonian Rabbinic Judaism	 134




