
vii

contents

Preface   1

Part I: the ShaPe of the Shalom ChurCh 5

Chapter One: For the Mending of Creation:  
The Place of Social Ministry in the Mission of God 7
 Social Ministry and Evangelism: Engaging the World’s Deep Need 8
 God’s Two Strategies for the Mending of Creation (Tikkun Olam) 13
 The Vocation of the Baptized in the World and the Vocation of the  

 Public Church 19

Chapter Two: Constructing Ecclesiology for Social Ministry:  
Body of Christ in the New Testament 27
 Examining the New Testament Texts 29
 Systematic Gleanings from the Texts 34
 The Ethical Significance of the Church as Body of Christ 36

Chapter Three: The Church as the Collective Person Jesus Christ:  
Grounding the Ethical Character of the Body of Christ 41
 Christ Existing as Church-Community 42
 Word and Sacraments: Putting on the Mind of Christ 46
 The Character of the Body of Christ: One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 52



viii contents

Part I I: markS of the Shalom ChurCh 57

Chapter Four: The Body of Christ Is One:  
The Practice of Reconciliation and Peacemaking 59
 The Biblical Narrative: God’s Work of Reconciling and Peacemaking 62
 Character and Virtues in the Body of Christ: Reconciling and Peacemaking 68
 Practicing Reconciliation and Peacemaking as Ministering Community 77

Chapter Five: The Body of Christ Is Holy: The Practice of Justice  83
 The Biblical Narrative: God’s Holiness and Justice 87
 Character and Virtues in the Body of Christ: Justification Leads to Justice 95
 Practicing Justice as Ministering Community 104

Chapter Six: The Body of Christ Is Catholic:  
The Practice of Care for Creation 111
 The Biblical Narrative: God’s Care for Creation 114
 Character and Virtues in the Body of Christ: Caring for Creation 123
 Practicing Care for Creation as Ministering Community 135

Chapter Seven: The Body of Christ Is Apostolic:  
The Practice of Respect for Human Dignity 141
 The Biblical Narrative: God’s Affirmation of Human Dignity 145
 Character and Virtues in the Body of Christ: Respect for Human Dignity 151
 Practicing Respect for Human Dignity as Ministering Community 163

Part I I I: PraxIS of the Shalom ChurCh 169

Chapter Eight: Embodying Shalom Church:  
The Praxis of the Kingdom in a Torn Creation 171
 Confronting Contradictions 174
 Exploring the Interfaces of the Shalom Church 179
 Praxis of the Kingdom and the Shalom Church 183

Conclusion 189

Appendix: Summary of Key Themes 193

Study Guide 195

Bibliography 205

Notes 211

Indexes 225


