Here We Stand Confirmation 

Writer Briefing – Sample Lesson

Welcome to Here We Stand, a new line of confirmation resources by Augsburg Fortress. Thank you for your interest in writing. To create a sample lesson for us to review, complete 3 steps.

1. Please read this entire document before getting started so you know exactly what you’ll be doing!

2. Write a sample lesson according to the directions in this briefing, making sure you write content for each section marked with an asterisk.

3. Submit your sample electronically to Congregational Life and Learning Submissions (cllsub@augsburgfortress.org). Please type Here We Stand in the Subject line.

Writing a Sample of Weekly Content 
· To write a sample lesson for Here We Stand, please use the Writer Briefing – Sample Lesson guidelines below and write one sample lesson. Choose one of the texts listed at the end of this section.

· A “Big Idea” has been developed for each topic or story. Think of this as the potential answer to the parents’ “What did you talk about today?” question that is often answered with only a grunt and a shrug. The Big Idea is designed to tie all the content together. Use it to help you focus your writing.

· A “Learning Goal” has been developed for each topic or story. This reminds leaders what the youth will learn during each particular session. Use it to help you focus your writing.

Old Testament Sample: Genesis 37-50

“Big Idea”: God can work through people and events to bring good from evil.

“Learning Goal”: Learners will be ready to recognize and affirm God's actions for good in the world.

New Testament Sample: Luke 5:20-26; Matthew 5:3-12, and also Luke 4:18-19

“Big Idea”: God's kingdom in Jesus turns things upside down: the have-nots become the haves, and peace and justice reign.

“Learning Goal”: Learners will investigate the surprising blessings and woes offered in God's kingdom, and consider the implications for each of them.

Background Information
Audience and Assignment

Formal research and feedback from customers underscore the need for Augsburg Fortress to “resource the presenter.” Most congregations indicate the primary responsibility for leading confirmation resides with a pastor. These resources are designed to resource presenters and small group leaders in congregations using the Large Group/Small Group model for Confirmation. In this model, all youth meet together for the presentation of the bulk of the content before breaking into small groups of 4-5 learners and 1 adult leader. The Small Group is designed primarily to build relationships through conversation while reviewing content that was encountered in the Large Group presentation. 

Other Audiences

Here We Stand lessons are available on the web and in a printed resource, and will serve as the foundation for people writing other components of each lesson. To get a better feel for what the final product is like, visit www.herewestandconfirmation.org.

Sample Manuscript Contents

Please write content for each section below that is marked with an asterisk. Follow the instructions for each section. Pay attention to word counts when they are noted.

Preparation Time

*Baptismal Connection

Here We Stand resources will help adolescents - with support from parents, leaders, and the entire congregation - prepare to answer the question of intent to continue in their lifelong journey of faith as stated at the beginning of this briefing. Please choose one of the clauses to keep in mind as you are writing your lessons. This is not intended to be driven into the lesson each week, but a subtle nod to one step at the end of formal confirmation instruction—a step often neglected when focusing solely on knowledge based content. Do not attempt to make artificial connections where you find none.

Writer: Keep the text between the ##     ##, then remove the ##    ##.

##In the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism a five-part question addresses each of the confirmands’ intent to continue in the covenant God made with them in Holy Baptism. Here We stand resources help adolescents- with support from parents, leaders, and the entire congregation – prepare to answer this question as they continue in their lifelong journey of faith. Today’s lesson focuses on the clause “Writer - ENTER one of the following clauses HERE”. ## (Lutheran Book of Worship, Page 201).

· To live among God’s faithful people

· To hear his Word and share in his supper

· To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed

· To serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus

· To strive for justice and peace in all the earth

Gathering Time (5-15 minutes)
*Quiz Show 

Write two Quiz Show options that leaders can do with the large group.  Include instructions for setting up the show (Provide a horn for each team; Provide volunteer contestants with candy treats; Set 4 chairs up so they’re facing each other; and so forth), instructions for doing the show, and 10-12 questions about the topic. The questions may be multiple choice, True/False, or Fill in blank questions – or anything else that works within the framework of the Quiz Show you write. Provide answers when necessary. See the sample session for ideas.

Teaching Time (20-60 minutes)
*Presenter Interruptions (50 words)

Write 2-3 short theme-related, attention-grabbing ideas a presenter can use when they feel like they’ve “lost” their audience.

*Opening Prayer (150 words) 

Write an Opening Prayer or Ritual that will help calm the learners into a receptive mood. You may want to suggest that presenters incorporate soft guitar or piano music into this prayer time.

*My Faith Story  (100 words)

Write a couple of sentences and 3-4 short questions that will help the presenter share his or her personal faith story as it connects with the topic of the day.

*Handbook Connection (300 words)

**If you have a copy of The Lutheran Handbook, complete this section in your sample. If you don’t have a copy handy, leave it out.

Write content that will help youth dig into The Lutheran Handbook article(s) you have selected. Include ideas that will help youth begin to internalize what they’re learning (write in the margins, draw a picture about ____, highlight specific sections, etc..). For each article, make sure you include the exact title and the specific page numbers where it can be found.

*Guest Speaker (75 words)

Offer a title and a few suggestions for guest speakers who can offer an interesting perspective on the lesson topic with the large group. A speaker for the lesson on Daily Bread might be a baker, or someone who works at a food shelf, or someone who has lived through the depression. Provide an idea that the presenter can give to the guest speaker that will help him or her connect the topic to their presentation.

*Bible Connection (300 words): Title Here

Choose a Bible text or texts to go with the topic of the day, and create a bulleted set of instructions for the presenter to use. Make sure you use the texts referenced on the first page of this document. Feel free to choose additional texts. Make the use of the Bible integral to this part of the lesson, and engage youth in active ways as much as possible. Suggest the use of maps, charts, and any other items that will help bring the story alive for the learners. Title this section. 

*More Bible Connections (200 words) 

If you have additional Bible Connections that won’t fit in the Bible Connection section above because of the word count, please move them to the WEB template under More Bible Connections.

*Science Connection (200 words) 

Title and write a science experiment/demonstration that the presenter can do easily with a large group. This experiment or demonstration should help drive the Big Idea of the lesson home. Science connections can be rooted in biology, physics, chemistry, ecology, psychology, hematology, and any other “ologys” that make sense! Include a list of items needed for the experiment, the procedure, and the expected results. If at all possible, actively involve youth in the experiment or demonstration. Suggest that the leader ask for volunteers, invite them to share their opinions and ideas, invite their responses to questions. 

*Object Lesson (200 words)

Title and write content based on an object that you can use to illustrate some aspect of the lesson with the large group. The object can be anything that is relatively easy to get a hold of and shouldn’t be something that requires a lot of work to find. Think about things you might find at home, in an office at church, or inexpensive items available at the store. 

*Learning in Motion (100 words)

Title and write a brief activity that will get learners out of their chairs and moving around the room. Be sure to include materials and preparation that the presenter will need to do this.

Closing Time (10-15 minutes) 

*Closing Questions (2-3 closure questions)

Write 2 or 3 questions that will help youth connect their Small Group Time with the focus of the lesson.

*Closing Ritual (75 words)

Write a ritual that has connections to the Opening Prayer. Provide instructions as needed.

*Closing Blessing (50 words)

Write a blessing that Small Group Leaders can do with the members of their group. 

Small Group Leader Sheet

*Key Words (3-5 words and definitions)

List 3 -5 words and their definitions that are important in the lesson.

*Discussion Time (225 words)

Write 4-5 questions that will generate conversation about the lesson for the day. Include general thought-provoking questions about the topic as well as questions about biblical content and articles from The Lutheran Handbook. Don’t reference anything specific to something that is part of the Large Group presentation, because not all presenters will use each Large Group component each week. 

· One question should always be designed to get youth to start thinking outside of themselves, and about the community and the world around them. 

· One of the questions should include a suggestion for discussing one of The Lutheran Handbook entries referenced during Handbook Connection. **If you don’t have a copy of The Lutheran Handbook, leave this question out.

· One question should always be designed to get youth to think about one or more of the Bible Citations used during the lesson. 

· Another of the questions should involve the use of an object to help generate discussion. (Pass out index cards and invite youth to write down one thing about themselves that would surprise people. Pass out modeling clay, and invite youth to create something that reminds them of God’s creation. And so forth.)

· These “shoulds” can be combined into 1 question! Provide suggested answers for all questions in parentheses after the question. Some of the suggested answers might be: (Accept all answers.) OR (Answers may vary.)

*Big FUN Idea (50 words)

Suggest one or two ideas for FUN Fellowship Events that Small Groups may want to try. (Going out for pizza, meeting for breakfast, touring an organization related to the topic, and so forth.)

*Big SERVING Idea (50 words)

Suggest one or two ideas that will help Small Groups serve others together. Connect these ideas to the topic of the day.

Learner Take-Home Sheet

*Sidebar Key Words (3-5 words)

List 3-5 words that are important in the lesson without their definitions. These should match the Key Words on the Small Group Leader Guide Sheet.

*Prayer Time (75 words)

Write a prayer that a family can pray together. Suggest prayers that are not only word based.

*Talk Time (150 words)

Offer 2-4 conversation starters around the day’s topic that will help families continue the conversation at home. Make sure one of the conversations is designed to help families begin to talk about how their faith can impact their community and the world around them. 

*Web Time (50 words)

Provide a few topics to search, (Key Words are a great place to start) that will help families continue the conversation about the topic of the day. See the sample lesson for ideas about how to do this.

*Ritual Time (50 words)

Provide an idea for a ritual or two that families can realistically do together.
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