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Dear partners in ministry, 

A new year offers new opportunities to invite more people to know the way of Jesus and discover community, justice, and love. 
At this time of change in the church and the world, we’ve seen how congregations are responding, adapting, and growing in 
new directions so that God’s love is made real. We are grateful for the partnership we share with you as you renew and enliven 
worship, enhance and nurture faith, and bring the good news of God’s liberating grace into your community and the world, 
through word and deed. 

This catalog illustrates our support for your ministry. Here are timely resources to help address our rapidly changing contexts. 
Here also are reliable resources for ongoing needs. These are developed and provided with your help: hundreds of you serve as 
authors, reviewers, composers, and research respondents to inform and guide our work. May these tools for ministry serve you 
well. Please circulate this catalog with other staff and leaders who share in your collaborative work.

For more information on these and other resources from the imprints of 1517 Media—congregational resources from Augsburg 
Fortress and Sparkhouse, as well as titles from Beaming Books, Broadleaf Books, and Fortress Press—visit us online at 
augsburgfortress.org. As the new year begins, may the Spirit bless you and those you serve with courage, energy, and grace  
in the church’s mission of worship, learning, community, and service. 

Rev. Suzanne Burke  
Publisher, Congregational Resources  
1517 Media 

    Support leaders as they prepare for weekly worship by ordering worship planning 
resources and preaching commentaries for 2024 Year B (the year of Mark). 

    Help altar guilds, worship committees, and worshipers connect with the rhythms of the 
church year by ordering multiple copies of calendars. 

    Plan ahead for your Easter Vigil, contemplative prayer services, or any time the 
worshiping assembly uses individual candles by ordering those along with any general 
use candles for Sundays and other occasions.  

    Present a Bible or Evangelical Lutheran Worship to new members or to children and youth 
at milestones along their faith journey. Just a few of the possible times for such an 
enduring gift are a Sunday in Lent, the Day of Pentecost, or Reformation Sunday. 

    Start a new subscription to our weekly bulletin and insert service or update your  
current subscription. 

    Stock up on baptismal certificates, candles, and gifts for the newly baptized, being sure to 
explore our colorful and engaging new titles for children. 

    Invite individuals and groups to reflection and conversation around the Bible and the life 
of faith, using devotionals, small group studies, and thought-provoking books on timely 
topics. www.augsburgfortress.org/mouthhouse

    Plan ahead by gathering your resource needs into fewer, larger orders to minimize rising 
shipping costs.

Planning Checklist
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WORSHIP 
All Creation Sings

ACS Pew Edition
All Creation Sings is a new, comprehensive song and prayer collection for every worshiping 
community. Supplementing ELW, this resource contains expansive hymns and liturgies that invite 
us to join our voices with God’s whole creation. Also available as an eBook optimized for iBooks 
and Google Books. 

978-1-5064-4961-6 | $15.50

Englarged Print Edition
This edition contains the same pages as in the Pew Edition, enlarged by 125% to 7-1/2" x 11."  
The larger format is easy to read. Useful for persons with impaired vision and service leaders.  
Kivar cover, spiral bound.

978-1-5064-8010-7 | $32.00

ACS Accompaniment Edition
Full accompaniments to the liturgical music and the hymns, as well as guidance on how to 
lead various genres of song. Spiral-bound landscape format minimizes page turns.

978-1-5064-4962-3 | $65.00

All Creation Sings includes:

• Two liturgies of Holy Communion with new musical settings

• A Service of Word and Prayer designed especially for contemplative worship

• More than 75 new prayers and liturgical forms for diverse occasions and circumstances

• 200 hymns and songs, many of them newly created over the last fifteen years, supporting the church year  
and a wide range of topics

Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining  
our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.4648 7
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

ELW Pew Edition 
More than one million copies of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship Pew Edition are now in use. 
Congregations across the church are finding their 
worship enlivened by its rich and broad selection of 
liturgies, songs, and prayers—both new and familiar. 
Also available as an eBook for Apple devices.  

978-0-8066-5618-2 | $26.50

ELW Pocket Edition
This edition features the complete 
content of the pew edition in a 
convenient, reduced size, expertly 
crafted on durable paper with a leather 
cover, silver edging, and ribbon markers. 
It is the ideal resource for visitation 
ministry, travel, home use, and personal 
reference. Designed to withstand years 
of use, this is a perfect companion and 
thoughtful gift for anyone who uses 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

978-0-8066-7035-5 | $9.99 Sale!  
  - While supplies last

ELW Large Print Text Edition
This large-print edition of Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship provides the text of 
weekly liturgies, daily prayer services, 
assembly song, psalms, service music, 
and hymns in standard large-print  
type (18-point, sans serif font)  
and formatting. Packaged in three 
shrink-wrapped sets of pages in an 
81/2" x 11" size. Each set begins with 
a title page and table of contents. 
Designed for storage in three binders 
and for assembling selected pages  
into a thinner binder for use during  
the service. 

978-1-5064-4579-3 | $65.00

ELW Accompaniment Edition: 
Service Music and Hymns
Full accompaniments for all service 
music and hymns in the pew 
edition—nearly 750 in all! Landscape 
orientation with four pages per 
spread. Two-volume set. A compact 
edition is available as well.

978-0-8066-7024-9 | $75.00

ELW Accompaniment  
Edition: Liturgies
Complete keyboard accompaniments 
for all 10 holy communion settings, 
plus accompaniments for the 
additional services found in 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

978-0-8066-5621-2 | $65.00

Ensemble Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 12)
Ensemble Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 12) is an enhanced instrumental setting of  
All Creation Sings Holy Communion, Setting 12. Composer Anne Krentz Organ has designed  
this arrangement to be as flexible as possible; even adding one instrumental part will  
effectively enliven the keyboard accompaniment. Parts are written in various keys and  
include piano, instrumental descant, instrumental melody line, guitar, bass instruments,  
and handbells (C5-C6).

978-1-5064-7994-1 | $27.95

Indexes to Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All Creation Sings
Provides the prayer of the day and gospel acclamation, citations for appointed readings, listing 
of hymns and songs suited for the day, and a complete index to the Revised Common Lectionary. 
Moving beyond a simple planning volume, this volume is formatted to allow worship planners to 
consider hymns and songs from several perspectives at once, including place in the service and 
relationship to the readings for the day and the season.

978-1-5064-8013-8 | $30.00

Assembly Song Companion to All Creation Sings
Assembly Song Companion to All Creation Sings will be an essential reference resource for church 
musicians, pastors, and others who help plan assembly song. This accessible manual gives the 
context, origins, and character of the texts and tunes in All Creation Sings as well as practical 
guidance for musical leaders.

978-1-5064-8013-8 | $30.00

ACS Guitar Accompaniment Edition
This edition includes guitar accompaniments for Holy Communion Settings 11 and 12 as well as 
every hymn in the pew edition. This volume provides melody lines with full text, large-size guitar 
chords, and bass indications. The Service of Word and Prayer is also included.

978-1-5064-8008-4 | $65.00

All Creation Sings Braille Edition: Assembly Song
This edition presents the words of All Creation Sings #901–1100 (Assembly Song) on  
braille-embossed pages. Congregation leaders are invited to provide a copy for each  
braille-using worshiper’s use. 

978-1-5064-9777-8 | $350.00

ACS Leaders Edition
The liturgical section is presented in larger format and the content is expanded to include 
everything needed for the worship leader to conduct the services.

978-1-5064-4963-0 | $32.00

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.4648 Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.46488 9
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ELW and All Creation Sings Offering Envelopes,  
100 per box
Make special offerings possible and easy with these matching offering envelopes. Includes the 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All Creation Sings logo.

978-1-5064-7889-0 | $5.99

ELW Bookmarks
These durable bookmarks are designed specifically for Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Features five  
14" multicolored woven ribbons. Logo tab inserts into the spine for ease of use.

978-6-0002-0879-0 | $6.99

ELW Ceremonial Binder Pack
This value pack contains one of each of the five colors of binders available: red, green, white, blue, 
and purple. Perfect for presiders, lectors, cantors, accompanists, or prayer leaders, these three-ring 
binders are sized to hold standard 81/2" x 11" pages. Features a     " spine. 9    " wide x 11    " tall.

978-1-5064-8005-3 | $139.99
1/27 8 1/25 81/23 4

More Days for Praise 
In this volume, teacher and scholar Gail Ramshaw shows how 
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship calendar of festivals and commemorations lifts up people who are 
both faithful and fascinating, always pointing to Christ. Each day’s entry includes a brief chronology of 
the person’s life; a summary of why the person is remembered by the church; an image of, or related 
to, the person commemorated; a quote from the person, where possible; and devotional hymn and 
prayer suggestions for the day.

978-1-4514-9621-5 | $24.00

Word of God, Word of Life 
Gail Ramshaw lays out 10 foundational principles of the three-year lectionary in her lively and 
accessible prose, helping readers enter more deeply into how the Bible comes to life in worship. 
When a reading is concluded, worshipers may hear these words: “Word of God, word of life.” This 
book advances the author’s conviction and hope that “the more preparation we all can bring to 
Sunday morning, the more intentional might be our response: ‘Thanks be to God.’”  

978-1-5064-4915-9 | $28.00

Blessings and Beseeching: Seventy Prayers Inspired by Scriptures 
Collected here are seventy new prayers that grew from Gail Ramshaw’s close reading of the Bible 
in the quietest months of the pandemic. Surprises and riches are found on every page. By turns 
bold and humble, universal and deeply personal, Ramshaw’s poetry in prayer will inspire individual 
reflection and enrich public worship settings alike.  

978-1-5064-8499-0 | $19.99

ELW Guitar Accompaniment 
Edition: Service Music  
and Hymns
Guitar accompaniments for all the 
service music and hymns (#151–893) 
in the pew edition. The two-volume 
set includes melody lines with  
full text, guitar chords, and  
bass indications. 

978-0-8066-7021-8 | $75.00

ELW Compact Accompaniment 
Edition: Service Music  
and Hymns 
A single, smaller volume with the same 
notation size as the accompaniment 
edition and full accompaniments to all 
service music and hymns in the pew 
edition. Features durable hardcover and 
spiral binding to help with page turning. 

978-1-4514-0134-9 | $75.00 

ELW Occasional Services  
for the Assembly 
Contains more than 60 services and 200 
prayers relating to congregational life 
and the church’s ministries. The volume 
is in a larger format to be suitable for use 
in leading worship. Features a durable 
hardcover format, silver edging, and 
convenient ribbons. Also available as an 
eBook and CD-ROM.

978-0-8066-9635-5 | $70.00

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
Pastoral Care
This compact volume contains prayers, 
readings, and rites for use in a variety 
of situations and occasions, including 
expanded prayers and resources for life 
passages. Lay persons as well as clergy  
will find support here for their ministries  
of caring. Also available as an eBook.

978-0-8066-5392-1 | $45.00

Prayer Book for the Armed Services 
Developed with the contributions as well 
as reviews of chaplains and other service 
members, this durable pocket- sized 
companion is ideal for those close to the 
military. Those serving, as well as family 
and friends of those who serve, will find 
here a resource of comfort and strength. 
To ship to service members stationed 
internationally, supply the APO/FPO 
address and we can handle delivery.

978-1-4514-7000-0 | $11.50

Using Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, Volume 1:  
The Sunday Assembly
Addresses the general principles that have 
guided the shaping of Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, considering that central liturgy of 
Christian worship, holy communion.  
This text examines how worship interacts 
with environment, music, and the 
preached word, and features useful and 
practical suggestions for all those who 
lead the assembly in communion.

978-1-5064-2510-8 | $22.00

Using Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, Volume 2:  
The Christian Life 
This book focuses on the formative role 
of baptism, not only for the individual 
being baptized, but for the church. It also 
examines the related rites of affirmation, 
welcome to baptism, and confession, as 
well as other rites in which the baptismal 
center is clearly seen.

978-1-5064-2511-5 | $22.00

Using Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, Volume 3: Keeping Time
This title in the Using Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship series explores why Christians 
have different ways of looking at time, at 
how the life of the church is ordered and 
organized by days, weeks, seasons, and 
years. It provides detailed information 
about Sundays, festivals, seasons, and 
commemorations as well as daily prayer.

978-1-5064-2512-2 | $22.00

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.4648 Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.464810 11
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New Music

Pull Out the Stops, Vol. 3: Congregational Song Accompaniments for Organ
The third volume in this popular hymn accompaniment series will enliven congregational singing 
and enrich worship. An introduction and one or more stanza accompaniments are provided for 
over 85 tunes, which draw from a variety of composers and styles. Many of the tunes can be 
found in the worship supplement All Creation Sings.

978-1-5064-9609-2 | $42.00

Four By Four Easter: Easter Hymns for Piano and Four Ringers
The fourth collection in this series by Anne Krentz Organ features four Easter hymn tunes set 
for piano and four handbell or hand chime ringers. These joyful settings can easily be learned 
by most ringers, yet the writing is engaging and gratifying for both ringers and pianist. Tunes 
included are easter hymn, noël nouvelet, puer nobis, and a medley of vruechten/earth and  
all stars.

978-1-5064-9606-1 | $21.00

God of Hope: Global Hymn Tunes for Piano
This collection of eleven tunes features a rich variety of hymns, old and new, arranged by Mary 
Howarth in an engaging light jazz style. The South African hymn “God Welcomes All” is set 
in an energetic and rhythmic style while the traditional French carol “’Twas In the Moon of 
Wintertime” is beautifully set in a mysterious dreamy mood.

978-1-5064-9602-3 | $23.00

Lead Us On: Ten Hymn Settings for Piano
Bob Moore beautifully captures the mood of each hymn with a lyrical and improvisatory style 
in this collection of ten hymn tune settings for piano. All tunes can be found in the worship 
supplement All Creation Sings and include candler, cedarwold, coe fen, and sine nomine.

978-1-5064-9605-4 | $23.00

Merciful and Mighty: Six Settings for Organ
This collection by David Maxwell features three hymn tune settings and three original 
compositions for organ written with a range of styles from chromatic and lyrical to complex  
and triumphant. The three tunes included are lobe den herren, mit freuden zart, and nicaea.

978-1-5064-9604-7 | $20.00

Assembly Song Collections

Love Astounding: Hymns of Jeannette M. Lindholm
This collection contains twenty-three hymns by Jeannette M. Lindholm, hymns that give careful 
and thoughtful voice to the mystery and wonder of God and God’s people. Her poetry not only 
invites us to sing but to examine and expand the metaphors we use for God in our worship  
and devotion.

978-1-5064-8006-0 | $17.00

So Great a Cloud of Witnesses: A Paul D. Weber Hymnary
As a pastor and musician, Paul Weber’s hymn writing is patterned after Luther’s conviction  
for spiritual songs that reflect a strong theological foundation, an esteem for the historic  
liturgy, and an understanding of the importance of congregational song for faith and worship. 
The tunes in this collection of 91 hymns were composed by Weber, who also wrote several  
of the texts. 

978-1-5064-8007-7 | $24.99

Healing Leaves of Grace: A Thomas Pavlechko Hymnary
Thomas Pavlechko’s music has been enriching assembly song for decades, and the forty hymns 
set to his tunes and collected here represent the latest chapter of his compositional endeavors. 
Each has been crafted with the assembly in mind, adding fresh and creative music to the 
worship life of the church. 

978-1-5064-5497-9 | $17.00

Singing in Community: Paperless Music for Worship
Singing in Community invites you to reconnect with singing and leading music as generations 
before us have done, something actually begun in ancient times. Before Gutenberg made it 
possible to “put the music in people’s hands,” congregational song and folk hymns were led 
without printed music for each singer. We can learn to sing in this way—a practice that seems 
new, but is very old.

Over fifty songs are included, as well as useful notes on how to introduce your assembly to 
the tradition of singing without printed music. This songbook was developed in cooperation 
with Music That Makes Community, an organization working across the ecumenical spectrum 
to empower and liberate communities’ spiritual life through singing. Orally transmitted music 
can become a powerful spiritual practice for your community and a way to build meaning, 
compassion, and creativity into worship.

978-1-5064-1826-1 | $13.95

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.4648 Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.464812 13
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Choral Collections

Take My Voice and Let Me Sing: Music for Smaller Ensembles
With a mix of anthems scored for unison, 2-part, and SAB choirs, Wayne Wold writes well-
crafted music for smaller sized choirs that is musically interesting and engaging. This set of 11 
anthems covers the church year including the Christmas and Easter cycles. Wold’s setting of 
“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” is creatively scored for 2, 3, or 4 parts in canon with flexible 
accompaniment suggestions. 

978-1-5064-8662-8 | $13.95

I Will Trust in the Lord: Five Spirituals
This collection showcases five of Undine Smith Moore’s spirituals edited by Anton Armstrong, 
who includes an instructional forward written for this newly-engraved edition.

978-0-8006-7944-6 | $4.95

Young ChildrenSing, Volume 2
A collection of ten anthems for the youngest singers, each incorporating part of a familiar 
hymn into the musical fabric of each piece. A great way to introduce hymns to children while 
reinforcing their role as worship leaders when they sing. As with all ChildrenSing collections, 
the creative and economical format facilitates the process of learning to both read and make 
music by including the complete score with accompaniment for the director and a reproducible 
melody line version for the singer, many with optional instrumental parts. 

978-1-5064-5778-9 | $34.95

ChildrenSing Creation 
This engaging collection for singers 8-12 years old provides 11 anthems that highlight a variety 
of themes related to creation from the delight of God’s creative activity to our role in honoring 
and caring for the earth. Composers include Helen Kemp, John Ferguson, and Mark Patterson. 
To facilitate the learning process, this collection includes both the complete score with 
accompaniment for the director and a reproducible melody line version for the singer.  

978-1-5064-8663-5  | $34.95

NEW MUSIC 
We’ve got a full line of new releases for the church year,  
with composers including Anne Krentz Organ, John Helgen,  
and Wayne Wold! View these new releases at  
www.augsburgfortress.org/newchoral

MUSIC EVENTS 
Augsburg Fortress hosts annual Summer Music Clinic events in 
various locations. In July and August 2024, clinics will be held in 
the Twin Cities; Columbia, SC; Philadelphia; Columbus, OH; and 
Chicago, featuring clinicians David Cherwien and Mark Sedio.  
Learn more about these events at www.augsburgmusic.org

Augsburg Music
LEADING THE CHURCH’S SONG

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.464814
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Libro de Liturgia y Cántico, Pew 
Edition: A Worship Book for 
Spanish-Speaking Lutherans 
This book is a complete Spanish-
language resource designed to fulfill the 
worship needs of Lutheran communities 
in the Americas. This service book 
contains a rich liturgical section with 
resources for Sunday, weekday, and 
occasional services such as for the 
Quinceañera. 

978-0-8066-1128-0  | $26.50 Libro de Liturgia y Cántico, 
Leaders Edition:  
A Worship Book for  
Spanish-Speaking Lutherans
This large-format volume is perfect 
for use by worship leaders, musicians, 
persons with visual limitations, or for 
home use. 

978-0-8066-4245-1 | $65.00

Santa Comunión Edición para 
Asamblea / Holy Communion 
Assembly Edition
Santa Comunión / Holy Communion 
is a bilingual version of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship service of holy 
communion, with Spanish and English  
in parallel presentation. 

978-1-4514-7804-4 | $3.00

Oye Mi Voz: Un Libro de 
Oraciones para la Prisión
This grace-filled prayer book invites 
people who are incarcerated to spend 
time in prayer, trusting in God’s never-
failing love for them and the whole world.

978-1-5064-9355-8 | $11.50

Libro de Liturgia y Cántico: 
Himnos y Cánticos Audio CD: 
Grabación Educativa /  
Teaching Recording
Accomplished musicians Guillermo 
Cuéllar and Silvestre Padrón have 
prepared clear and simple, basic yet 
engaging recordings for voice and guitar. 

978-1-5064-0060-0 | $25.00

Spanish-Language Resources

Santa Comunión Edición para 
Líderes / Holy Communion 
Leaders Edition
The leaders edition includes the texts 
of all the offering prayers, prefaces, 
thanksgivings at the table, and prayers 
after communion from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship Leaders Edition.

978-1-4514-7805-1 | $17.00 El Catecismo Menor de Lutero/
Luther’s Small Catechism: 
Bilingual Edition
English and Spanish texts in a 4" x 6" 
side-by-side page format. 

978-1-5064-4630-1 | $8.49

SundaysAndSeasons.com has served 
as a rich and reliable resource for 
worship planning since 2005. An 
expansive library of content and 
ideas is available at one convenient 
location and always accessible online. 
SundaysAndSeasons.com provides 
you with electronic liturgical resources 
to aid you in creating worship support 
materials like a printed worship folder 
or a set of projection slides. 

Visit preludemusicplanner.org to start a free 30–day trial! 

Visit sundaysandseasons.com to start a free 14–day trial!

Prelude Music Planner is 
an online tool that makes 
planning music for worship 
easy and efficient, leaving 
more time to do what you  
do best: making music. 

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.464816
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Worship Planning Calendar Year B 2024
Worship Planning Calendar serves as a planning guide, appointment calendar, and guide to  
daily prayer. This spiral-bound edition is intended as a tool to accompany Sundays and Seasons, 
Year B 2024. 5" x 8" size.

978-1-5064-8775-5 | $20.00 – Quantity discount available 

Words for Worship, Year B 2024
Words for Worship makes worship folder preparation easy by including week-to-week elements 
from Lectionary for Worship, Year B; Sundays and Seasons, Year B 2024; Psalter for Worship, Year 
B; Evangelical Lutheran Worship; and Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings. All included on 
a single CD-ROM. A copyright license granting limited reproduction rights for the 2023–2024 
liturgical year is included with the purchase of this product.

978-1-5064-8781-6 | $219.00

Church Year Calendar Year B 2024
A full-color, two-sided, letter-size worship planning and devotional resource giving specific 
dates, Bible readings, hymn of the day, and liturgical color for Sundays and festivals.  
Available in print and as a digital download.

Print: 978-1-5064-8776-2 | $2.75 – Quantity discount available 
Digital: 978-1-5064-8777-9 | $13.95

2024 Calendar of Word and Season 
This beautiful full-color wall calendar identifies church festivals as well as the US and Canadian 
holidays and includes a list of all the Bible readings for the year from the Revised Common 
Lectionary for Sundays and church festivals. Date blocks provide plenty of room for family 
or church date-keeping, identifying the seasonal or festival color. Excellent gifts for each 
household or staff and committee member! Spiral-bound and punched for hanging.

978-1-5064-8779-3 | $14.00 – Quantity discount available 

Bread for the Day 2024
Bread for the Day is a daily-use resource that is perfect for personal, household, or group 
devotions. Following the daily lectionary and other resources, Bread for the Day also includes: 

• Brief introductions to the season and notes on festivals and commemorations
• Simplified forms for morning and evening prayer 
• Waking prayers and bedtime prayers, including prayers with children 

978-1-5064-8780-9 | $12.00 – Quantity discount available 

Sundays and Seasons

Easy to use and rich in content, Sundays and Seasons resources enrich every aspect of worship preparation. Lay worship 
leaders and planners, preachers and presiders, worship team leaders, musicians and visual artists, educators, sacristans 
and altar guilds, and pastoral liturgists will find these to be the perfect resources to ease their work and prepare  
engaging worship. 

Sundays and Seasons: Guide to Worship Planning, Year B 2024 
Sundays and Seasons supports comprehensive week-by-week planning with content and ideas 
for liturgy and music, preaching and visuals, shaped by the Revised Common Lectionary, the 
church year, and the assembly gathered around word and sacrament.

Worship planners and leaders, preachers, presiding ministers, worship committees, musicians, 
visual artists, sacristans and altar guilds, and those who create congregational worship folders, 
will find an indispensable companion in Sundays and Seasons as they prepare for worship  
each week

978-1-5064-8774-8 | $45.00 – Quantity discount available

Sundays and Seasons: Preaching, Year B 2024 
Sundays and Seasons: Preaching is an annual resource in the Sundays and Seasons family that 
considers the sermon in the context of the assembly gathered around word and sacrament on 
a particular day and within a particular season of the church year.

978-1-5064-8778-6 | $35.00 – Quantity discount available

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.4648 Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.464818 19
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Gathered into One: Devotions for Lent 2024

Gathered into One provides daily devotions for each day from Ash 
Wednesday to the Resurrection of Our Lord/Vigil of Easter (traditionally 
known as Holy Saturday). Devotions begin with an evocative image and a 
brief passage from First Corinthians. The writers then bring their diverse 
voices and pastoral wisdom to the texts with quotations to ponder, 
reflections, and prayers. Portions of First Corinthians appear in the Revised 
Common Lectionary during each lectionary year. The apostle Paul writes 
this letter to the church in Corinth after hearing of quarreling and divisions 
among the people. He teaches the Corinthians that each person has a 
unique set of gifts from the Holy Spirit, given for the common good, and 
reminds them that the church is the body of Christ, joined together with one 
bread, one cup, one baptism, one God, and one Spirit. This theme of unity 
amid diversity is as timely now as it was when Paul wrote to the Corinthians.

Also available in large print or as an eBook. 

978-1-5064-9659-7

1–24 | $3.50
25–99 | $2.75

100+ | $2.25

Interior page sample from Gathered into One: Devotions for Lent 2024
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March 7

1 Corinthians 12:14-15, 18
The body does not consist of one member but of many. If the 
foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. . . . 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one 
of them, as he chose. 

To ponder
This is Christ’s body, broken and blest.
Feed us with mercy and love.
We are Christ’s body, broken and blest.
Heal us and make us one.
—ACS 967

Unity in diversity
Our bodies are incredible. Your heart beats and your lungs 
breathe your entire life, without you consciously thinking 
about it. Eyes are masterful instruments that refract light. 
Many people blink every three to five seconds. The tongue 
has 8,000 tastebuds. You have 100,000 miles of blood vessels. 
Everything works together to make possible all the things you 
do.

Paul pictures the church as a body, the body of Christ. 
When the church functions as it is meant to do, the many 
parts do not try to one-up or criticize each other. The foot 
doesn’t see itself as less important than the hand. The church 
needs all the parts to contribute their gifts and work together 
as one.

What would happen if all the hands went to one church 
and all the feet went to another? Ditto eyes and ears. In a 
polarized society, we are at risk of that today. The problem 
Paul sees in Corinth is still with us.

God creates a kaleidoscope of people and gifts. Our dif-
ferences are a strength, not a weakness, when we listen to one 
another and learn how to work together. 

Prayer 
We give you thanks, O God, for the great diversity in the 
world. Help us to love all the people you place in our path, and 
teach us to work together, as the body of Christ. Amen. 

Subscribe today by calling (800) 328-4648.

Prices are listed in US currency.

REGULAR PRINT EDITION

Individual subscription rate
One-year subscription $11.00
Two-year subscription $20.00
Three-year subscription $29.00

Bulk subscription quarterly rate
1-4 copies $3.20 each
5-10 copies $1.90 each
11-25 copies $1.65 each
26-75 copies $1.55 each
76 or more copies $1.50 each

Please add sales tax as applicable under state sales tax laws. Not returnable. Prices subject to change without notice.

To place an order, call Sales and Service at (800) 328-4648, Monday - Friday, 8:00AM - 4:30 PM (Central)
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Monday, January 1 Luke 2:15-21

Name of Jesus
And he was called Jesus. (v. 21)

What’s the story behind your name? What are the sto-
ries surrounding your surname, or family name? 

Names can hold so much within them. They can be 
reflective of our lineage and family history. They can 
embody the hopes and dreams of our parents or those 
who named us. They can even give clues that indicate 
the year we were born, as names go in and out of popu-
larity. And sadly, some in this world go nameless—at 
least at times—because of lack of love, care, or concern.

The scriptures contain many names for God: Jehovah, 
Father, and Mothering Hen, just to name a few. Jesus is 
named not for his earthly family, but to reflect who the 
Divine is. The name Jesus in Hebrew means “God saves” 
or “God is salvation,” and that is exactly what Jesus will 
do and be. 

What does your name mean? What does your name 
mean to you? Whatever your name is, know that in 
Christ, God has named you Beloved.

Holy One, you name us Beloved through the life, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus. Thank you. Amen.

Prayer concern: Those who are ignored or  
overlooked in this world

Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 8; Galatians 4:4-7

5

Tuesday, January 2 James 3:13-18

Right relationships
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace  

for those who make peace. (v. 18)

Righteousness can be a confusing word and is seldom 
used outside matters of religion and faith. Righteous-
ness is often equated with “perfection.” While that is not 
totally off the mark, it doesn’t quite describe how the 
word is used in the Bible.

Righteousness within the scriptures isn’t so much 
about an individual person as it is about relationships: 
people in relation to God, one another, creation, and 
objects like money. Perhaps the best definition of righ-
teousness is “being in right relationship.” 

Having right relationships in all facets of life is 
impossible if left up to us alone. But through baptism 
we are made inheritors of Christ’s own righteousness. 
As the key to all other doorways, Christ’s righteousness 
empowers us to grow toward right relationships with all 
others. To do so, we will draw on what James calls “the 
wisdom from above,” which is peaceable, gentle, mer-
ciful, and full of good fruits (v. 17).

God of all, by your righteousness help us to be in right 
relationships in this life, especially with you. Amen.

Prayer concern: Struggling relationships

Psalm 148; Proverbs 1:1-7

3

Monday, January 1, 2024 Numbers 6:22-27

Name of Jesus
The Lord make his face to shine upon you,  

and be gracious to you. (v. 25)

Often when my uncle greets someone, his face lights 
up and his voice exudes joy. “Welcome!” he declared as 
my parents, sisters, and I arrived at the family reunion, 
like he’d been waiting specifically for us. Then, to my 
cousins in the same tone: “Welcome!” One day years 
later, when my family was visiting my aunt and uncle, 
he entered a room where my boys were playing—not 
doing anything special, maybe even bickering—and, as 
if awestruck, declared, “Why, it’s two children of God!” 
Their faces lit up.

Long ago God told Aaron to bless the Israelites with 
similarly exuberant words of love and delight in the 
people. No matter what they’d been doing, or not—
perhaps they were even bickering—God took joy in 
them because they were God’s children. Surely their 
faces lit up.

You too are a child of God. Not because of what you 
do. Because God loves you. God’s face shines on you 
with delight . . . and your face lights up.

Grace-shining God, thank you for declaring me  
your beloved child. Amen.

Prayer concern: People in the hospitality industry

Psalm 8; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:15-21
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Tuesday, January 2, 2024 Psalm 148

One hundred blessings
Praise the Lord . . . , snow and frost,  

stormy wind fulfilling his command! (vv. 7-8)

Based on a legend that a plague causing one hundred 
deaths a day stopped when leaders implemented a mea-
sure-for-measure response, a Jewish practice began of 
praying one hundred blessings a day. Though Psalm 148 
predates this, its writer similarly calls on creatures to 
bless their maker: sun and moon, sea creatures; even 
fire and hail, snow and frost, and stormy wind are urged 
to bless the Lord. 

While specifically worded Jewish blessings may be 
used, I find it uplifting to follow the spirit of the practice 
when out on a walk. Challenging myself to pray one hun-
dred blessings, I notice and appreciate more of God’s 
gifts than usual: “Bless you, Creator, for snowy tree 
branches, the puppy across the street, crisp winter air. 
Thanks for a warm coat, birds overhead, the man shov-
eling his neighbor’s drive.” This unique and fun prayer 
practice reminds me that all of life is a gift from the 
Lord, whose “glory is above earth and heaven” (v. 13).

Praise you, O God, for your gifts—more than I  
can possibly name! Amen.

Prayer concern: Safety for travelers 

Proverbs 1:1-7; James 3:13-18

Christ in Our Home
Christ in Our Home is a quarterly devotional resource 
that encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each 
reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scripture 
reference and a prayer for the day. This devotional follows 
the Revised Common Lectionary. Available in Regular Print, 
Large Print, and Audio Edition.

Christ in Our Home
January, February, March

2024

TO COME

The Word in Season 
This daily devotional, published quarterly, enriches life 
with a contemporary message for today’s Christian.  
The Word in Season reflects on the themes of Sunday’s 
texts with relevant meditations throughout the week. 
This devotional follows the Revised Common Lectionary. 
Its small size makes it easy to take with you. Available in 
Regular Print and Large Print.

Subscription Devotionals
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EDUCATIONThis prayer book for those who are incarcerated comes in response to the call from the ELCA 
social statement “The Church and Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries.” Hear My Voice: A Prison 
Prayer Book is a beautiful print resource intended primarily for those in correctional facilities; 
it can also be used by chaplains and others with relationships to those who are incarcerated. 
Congregations are encouraged to purchase and distribute to those in their communities who  
are serving sentences in the criminal justice system. 

Developed through a collaborative process with the ELCA and Augsburg Fortress, Hear My 
Voice draws upon the gifts of writers with diverse connections to the criminal justice system. 
This enduring and conveniently sized book is enhanced with color artwork by Robyn Sand 
Anderson and provides prayers for many times and circumstances. It invites those who are 
incarcerated to spend time in prayer, trusting in God’s never-failing love for them and the  
whole world. 

978-1-5064-4960-9 | $11.50 – Quantity discount available

Hear My Voice: A Prison Prayer Book

Oye Mi Voz: Un Libro de Oraciones para la Prisión
978-1-5064-9355-8 | $11.50 – Quantity discount available

Interior page sample from Hear My Voice: A Prison Prayer Book 

NOW AVAILABLE IN SPANISH

WORSHIP
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Families Celebrate Summer
Families Celebrate Summer is a colorful deck of 56 cards full of  
faith-based activities, rituals, reflections, and other ideas for families 
to try at home and on the go. Perfect for families with kids ages 3-12. 
Cards can be used all summer long. These make a great gift for families 
in your congregation!

Each card is color coded to show activity type: red for specific days, 
orange for at-home fun, yellow for ideas during travel, green for rituals 
to try, and blue for acts of service.

A free promotional pack is available to help you best use Families 
Celebrate Summer in your congregation or small groups. This pack 
includes suggestions for use, a letter to families, and a supply list.

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/kidscelebrate

978-1-5064-8350-4

Families Celebrate Summer

Gather Together

1–5 | $9.99
6–10 | $7.99

11–25 | $5.99
26+ | $4.99 

Gather Together: 8 Intergenerational Events to Explore  
All Creation Sings
Bring your entire congregation together to learn about All Creation Sings, worship, 
and spend time in community with this intergenerational guide. This will be a 
great addition to the worship life of your church. Participants will grow in faith, 
build relationships and have fun together. This resource includes eight different 
intergenerational events for your congregation to explore:   

• Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom  
 A Kickoff Event to Introduce  
 All Creation Sings  

• The Work of the People   
 An Event about Worship  

• Image-ine the Possibilities  
 An Event about Images for God 

• All Around the World  
 An Event about Our Global  
 Lutheran Commuanity 

• Life Transitions  
 An Event for All Stages of Life 

• God is Here  
 An Event When Traumatic  
 Things Happen  

• Creation Care  
 An Event for All of Earth’s Stewards 

• Climate Justice  
 An Event to Call All Generations  
 to Action

978-1-5064-9634-4 | $39.99

Ripple Effect
Whenever you are near a fountain or 

reflecting pool, follow this coin-tossing 
ritual. Instead of making a wish, say a 
brief prayer before the coin hits the 

water. Notice how the “plop” makes an 
impact, creating rings of ripples that 
may go on long after the coin first 

breaks the surface. In Mark 12:41-44 
Jesus reminds us that when we give 

from the heart, even a small offering 
makes a big difference. Look for creative ways to give away coins to help others.

A Time to Say 
Goodbye

By Jessica Davis and Mary C. Lindberg

A Booklet for Kids about Funerals

Worship Education

Kids Celebrate Booklets
Encourage the kids in your congregation to explore the hymns and songs of All Creation Sings with the new Kids Celebrate 
booklets. Designed to be used as activity books during and after worship, these resources encourage kids to explore the 
worship book and record their learnings in this booklet.

Topics include Worship, Hymns and Songs, the Trinity, and Creation.

A Time to Say Goodbye

A Time to Say Goodbye
A Time to Say Goodbye is a resource to help kids understand what happens at a 
Lutheran funeral and explore the emotions they may experience during the service 
and when a loved one dies. This resource includes content that engages kids in the 
service by explaining the service and what they might see in the church building, 
and gives examples of how to remember the loved one who has passed. Using the 
funeral service in Evangelical Lutheran Worship as a guide, this resource will guide 
discussion and learning during difficult times.  

978-1-5064-9004-5 | $6.99 – Quantity discount available

This scene shows another 
funeral in a sanctuary 
with many stained-glass 
windows that show Christian 
symbols of faith. Color the 
windows and other parts of 
the sanctuary.

Columbarium: A 
columbarium is a 
structure with different 
compartments. Each one 
holds someone’s ashes.

Ashes: Before they die, 
some people choose to have 
their body cremated after 
they have died. Cremation 
means turning to ash. A 
person’s ashes can be buried, 
kept in an urn, placed in a 
columbarium, or spread in 
that person’s favorite places.

Urn: Sometimes a person 
arranges to be cremated after 
they die. The remains of their 
body are ashes. An urn is a 
special container that holds 
the ashes of a person who 
was cremated.

Fish: Early Christians used 
the fish symbol as a secret 
way to identify each other. 
Why? Taking the first letter of 
each Greek word for “Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Savior” 
spelled the word “ICHTHYS,” 
the Greek word for fish.

Sanctuary 
Search:  
Part Two

Anchor: The anchor was 
used in ancient times as 
a symbol of safety and a 
reminder that Jesus is our 
anchor.

Butterfly: Butterflies are a 
symbol of new life.

Chi Rho: Chi (Χ) and Rho (Ρ)
are the first two letters of the 
name “Jesus Christ” in Greek.

Crown: The crown represents 
Jesus’ role as king. 

Celtic Knot: Celtic knots are 
loops without a beginning or 
end. They represent eternity.

Lily: Lilies are a type of 
flower that represents rebirth 
and hope.

Dove: The dove is a symbol 
of the Holy Spirit.

Shepherd’s Staff: 
Jesus described himself 
as the Good Shepherd, 
watching over his flock. 
The shepherd’s staff is a 
reminder of how Jesus leads 
and protects us, his sheep.

If you see a symbol that 
is not listed here, what do 
you think the symbol might 
mean? (You could ask one of 
the church leaders about this 
after the funeral.) 

One More Thing

10  11

Interior page sample from A Time to Say Goodbye
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Sparkhouse Digital

Sparkhouse Digital includes unlimited access to leader resources, videos, music, reproducibles, and exclusive extras for 
curriculum for early childhood, children, and youth. A subscription includes administrative access for directors to use 
the built-in planning tools to choose and assign curriculum, as well as full access for leaders to download and stream 
unlimited resources. Student resources and Bibles must be purchased separately.

For more information, visit SparkhouseDigital.org

Early Childhood
A subscription to Sparkhouse Digital Early Childhood includes nursery, family, and preschool 
resources for birth to age 5.

Curriculum included:
 • Frolic Nursery • Spark: Activate Faith 
 • Frolic Family  (Age 2–PreK) 
 • Frolic Preschool • Whirl (PreK)

Children
A subscription to Sparkhouse Digital Children includes Sunday school and summer resources 
for children through grade 6.

Curriculum included:
 • Spark: Activate Faith • Connect
 • Whirl • Sparkhouse in the Summer
 • Holy Moly

Youth
A subscription to Sparkhouse Digital Youth includes confirmation and youth ministry 
resources for middle and high school.

Curriculum included:

• Colaborate • Re:form 

• Connect • T.B.D.: Think. Believe. Do.

• Echo the Story • Wholeness & Holiness 

• Here We Stand

Sparkhouse Digital

Newly published resources and exclusive extras are added regularly to each age level in Sparkhouse Digital. Popular 
Sparkhouse Digital exclusive extras include seasonal Digital Activity Kits for each age level, At the Movies discussion 
guides, children’s messages, posters, Advent and Lent extras, and more.

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.4648 27
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Operation Restoration VBS Director Guide:  
Mending God’s World
The Director Guide for Operation Restoration: Mending God’s 
World includes almost 200 pages of resources for directors  
to plan and carry out a safe, exciting VBS program. Director 
Guide includes 

• Planning tools, sample schedules, and volunteer training
• Five Theological Backgrounds to help volunteers prepare 

their hearts and minds for each day of VBS
• Five Small Group sessions that help small group leaders 

guide their groups each day using the Interactive Book for 
Kids

• Five Large Group Openings that include storytelling 
scripts, skits, song suggestions, and more

• Five days of preschool lessons for a  
self-contained early childhood environment

• Snack Guide with five days of easy-prep ideas
• Your purchase of the Director Guide will include access 

to a digital download with essential content including 
editable schedules, jumbo coloring poster downloads, 
decorating helps, script PDFs, and much more

978-1-5064-8720-5 | $60.00

Operation Restoration VBS Interactive  
Book for Kids
This interactive booklet is a great way for kids to be 
introduced to the content for each day of VBS in their small 
groups. Each day they have activities to do, scripture to read 
together, and classic Erlander artwork to enjoy and color.  
This is a great keepsake for kids to take home, show their 
families what they have learned, and remember the week.

978-1-5064-8727-4 | $3.00 – Quantity discount available

VBS Director GuiDe
augsburgfortress.org/operationrestoration

What’s a 
VBS?

I’m not 
sure, but 
it looks 
like fun! 

Book for kiDSaugsburgfortress.org/operationrestoration

Operation Restoration 

Operation Restoration VBS Director Guide 13

Go Social: Decide how/whether you want to use your church’s social media platforms to promote VBS, 
recruit volunteers, provide reminders, use hashtags, and post photos and videos of VBS in action. If you 
decide to post images of kids, make sure you have parental consent forms on file and that you ask kids 
for their consent to photograph/record them.

Begin Volunteer Recruitment: Start a list of potential volunteers for VBS, both up-front leaders and 
behind-the-scenes folks. Read more about the specific roles for volunteers on pages 14-15 of this 
Director Guide. Make sure all potential volunteers know about your church safety policy regarding 
background checks and other ways to protect all children and vulnerable adults.

Plan Your Budget: Develop a budget that covers the cost of published resources, supplies for 
activity centers and the preschool program, snacks, honorariums for artists or speakers, and other 
costs. Work with your children’s ministry team, pastor, or other staff members to determine the best 
way to fund VBS. Options may include a per-participant fee, a line item in the church budget, child 
sponsorships, or fundraising. 

Track Your Costs: Plan how you will track costs by saving and submitting receipts and documenting 
online purchases. Consider delegating the purchase of supplies so you can focus on other parts of VBS 
planning. Make sure all parties who purchase VBS items know the process for submitting expenses.

You bring unique gifts and vision to the 
VBS planning process. Throughout your 
VBS planning, pray for God’s wisdom, 
clarity, and imagination to guide your 
work. You are helping to mend God’s 

world with every spreadsheet, reminder 
email, and name tag you touch.

Operation Restoration  
VBS Starter Kit
Everything you will need for Operation 
Restoration VBS. One Director Guide, one 
copy of all five Activity Guides, and 10 copies 
of the Interactive Book for Kids.

ITEM011287 | $140.00
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Favorite Foods
What are your favorite 
foods for these times? 

Write or draw about a time someone 
who doesn’t normally feed you gave 
you food because you were hungry. 

Food Alert
We all need food to live. But some food can be 
dangerous! Draw a line from the Eaters in the 
top row to Foods that Should Be Avoided in the 
bottom row. Foods may be used more than once.

Bible Memory 
Verse

Birthday dinner

When you have a bad day

W
he

n 
a 

fr
ien

d is eating over 

A
t 

a 
ho

lid
ay gathering

W
he

n 
yo

ur
 s
to

ma
ch is upset

A
t the start of a bi

g 

da
y

For scho
ol 

lu
nc

h

When you fee
l s

ad
 

Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “I am going to 
rain bread from heaven   
     for you.” 

 Exodus 16:4

 5

Food from Above Bingo!

Tasty Word Find
How many foods can you find in the 

word search below? 

Mending in Action
How can you be a mender by helping 
feed others?

___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___      ___ ___

Who’s a 
Mender?
Who is mending 
God’s world by 
feeding people? 
Unscramble the letters on 
the continents to find out.

A
t 

a 
ho

lid
ay gathering

A
t the start of a bi

g 

da
y

Hungry Fed

Food I Want 
to Try

Favorite 
Foods

Food I 
Don’t Like

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

C G I E B E I T G T U G E O Q

C Y H I B B P T C M R S L O B

K C M R T C B A T U E W K N P

U L E G E A Q F R E Z N C I X

U A H L N L P S H G H E I P H

D N O A E I P C A H R G P E K

O N N T Z R M P N E F V A L Y

T A C Z A U Y A A F H R I P G

A M A G A T L L Z R I M G S S

M X R C I B O G J F H B L T Y

O G R C S F C P L A E M T A O

T S O X B K S G D S N X J O U

I U T S M E L L F R H F F D J

F Z C Z H C R O A C S S Q V A

Y C W E G N A R O S U M K F D

Interior page sample from Operation  
Restoration VBS Interactive Book for Kids

4  Operation Restoration VBS Director Guide

OVERVIEW

Welcome to  
Operation Restoration! 
This 5-day Vacation Bible School (VBS) program is designed for everyone—participants, leaders, 
volunteer helpers—to grow in faith, build relationships, and have fun together. Throughout this VBS, the 
creative work of Pastor Daniel Erlander is used to inspire and illustrate the daily themes that will guide 
your time together. From Small Group Time and Large Group Openings to the activity centers you 
choose, Pastor Dan’s illustrations, writings, and ideas set the foundation. 

Kids, youth, and adults are all part of Operation Restoration as they explore many ways to be menders 
in God’s world. Through moments of wonder and exploration, your group will make connections 
between Bible stories and mending actions to discover how they can live out faith in daily life. You’ll 
equip these menders with language and practices to become part of Operation Restoration.

Features
Operation Restoration includes these features that will help you create this VBS experience:

 * An overarching theme of restoration that invites and inspires everyone to be a mender in God’s world 
 * Daily themes kids can understand and relate to: Feed, Heal, Forgive, Pray and Rest
 * Five activity centers that are engaging, multisensory, and fun: Art, Music, Science and Nature, 

Service Learning, and Storytelling
 * Captivating, playful visuals and text created by Pastor Daniel Erlander 
 * Flexible content you can adjust for your context

Keep reading to learn more about each of these features.

Restoration Theme
In his well-loved book Manna and Mercy: A Brief History of God’s Unfolding Promise to Mend the Entire 
Universe, Pastor Daniel Erlander writes this of God’s dream:

Operation Restoration VBS Director Guide 5

This VBS invites all participants to share in this dream of restoration through exploring all the ways they 
can help mend God’s world. 

Daily Themes
Each day features a theme that is rooted in a Bible story. Every theme helps kids focus on a specific way 
to mend God’s world. Themes are introduced during Small Group Time as kids arrive. Then the Large 
Group Opening includes a Bible story retelling that weaves in the theme and its connection to 
mending and restoration. These themes also inspire the activities at each center. Here are the themes 
and their corresponding Bible stories. 

Day 1 Feed: You’ll explore the story of God feeding the Hebrew 
people with manna during their time in the wilderness.
Day 2 Heal: You’ll tell stories of Jesus healing others, including 
the bent-over woman.
Day 3 Forgive: You’ll present the story of Jesus telling his 
disciples to forgive seventy-seven times.
Day 4 Pray: You’ll help kids learn the Lord’s Prayer from the Gospel of Luke.
Day 5 Rest: You’ll welcome everyone to learn more about sabbath and how rest is how we are 
called into friendship with God, others, and nature.

Activity Centers
Operation Restoration includes five centers with activities that reinforce daily themes and our role 
as menders of God’s world. Centers include options for four different age groups each day: lower 
elementary, upper elementary, all kids, and intergenerational. You’ll recruit leaders and helpers for 
these centers and choose activities for your Operation Restoration VBS.

 * The Art Center includes plenty of creative visual art activities.
 * The Music Center gets kids singing, playing instruments, and moving.
 * The Science and Nature Center invites kids to see connections between daily themes and 

science concepts, including ways to be outdoors in the natural world.
 * The Service Learning Center provides daily options for ways to serve others.
 * The Storytelling Center offers interactive ways to explore the day’s Bible story and other Bible 

texts connected to the theme.

The Operation Restoration Starter Kit includes all five Activity Guides. Order additional guides if you 
have more than one leader at a center. You can preview each guide’s daily activities on a chart near the 
beginning of each guide.

For a chart listing all 
five themes, Bible stories, 
and other content, go to 
page 10.
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GETTING READY

Planning Basics
As You Begin
As the director of VBS, you join a tradition of leaders who have designed a week of fun, meaningful, 
and faith-filled experiences for kids, youth, and adults in your church and community. Whether you’ve 
served in this role before or are a first-time director, you’ll find the theologically sound, kid-focused VBS 
content you need in this Director Guide. Operation Restoration: Mending God’s World is designed to 
be streamlined and straightforward so you can focus on what matters most—inviting kids, youth, and 
adults into mending God’s world.

This Getting Ready section will guide you through the process of planning Operation Restoration. Here 
are some initial recommendations to get started. Take what works, adjust as needed, and incorporate 
your own know-how and experiences for a successful—and well-planned—Operation Restoration VBS!

Organization Matters: Decide on your strategy for collecting, documenting, and communicating 
information: digital, paper, or a hybrid approach. If possible, use the digital platform used by your 
church to ensure easy communication with staff, volunteers, and families.

Choose the Age-Level Format: Operation Restoration offers options for how kids are grouped. You 
may choose to divide kids into Lower and Upper Elementary groups. Multiage kid groupings are the 
focus of the All Kids option. You may wish to offer an Intergenerational VBS, inviting everyone in your 
church community to participate. Read page 16 for more information about age levels.

Save the Date: Once you decide on the date and location, put VBS on the church calendar early and 
reserve all needed spaces. Check with schools, community programs, and other summer camps to 
select a week that avoids as many conflicts as possible. Announce the date early and often using digital 
tools and print materials like posters, postcards, and other visuals.

Go Ecumenical: Consider hosting a VBS with a neighboring congregation. This type of collaboration 
requires more planning and communication, but great things can happen when churches share 
resources, ideas, space—and kids!

Interior page sample from Operation Restoration 
VBS Director Guide: Mending God’s World

Operation Restoration VBS 
Science Nature Guide
Throughout their time at this center, 
everyone will experience how we can 
mend God’s world through exploring and 
experimenting with God’s creation.

978-1-5064-8724-3 | $15.00

Operation Restoration VBS 
Service Learning Guide
Each day everyone will participate in 
an activity that will help your church or 
your greater community. Kids will learn 
hands-on ways of becoming menders in 
the world.  

978-1-5064-8726-7 | $15.00

VBS Science AnD 
nAture GuiDe

augsburgfortress.org/operationrestoration

Science 
AND 
faith?

Who do 
you think 
created 
science?

VBS SerVice 
leArninG GuiDe

augsburgfortress.org/operationrestoration

I wonder 
who we’ll 
serve 
today?

Let’s 
start with 
“Everyone” 

and go 
from there!

VBS StorytellinG 
GuiDe

augsburgfortress.org/operationrestoration

I love a 
good 
story. I’ll get the 

popcorn!

What’s a 
VBS?

I’m not 
sure, but 
it looks 
like fun! 

Operation Restoration VBS  
Art Guide
With no individual kits, less waste, and 
more freedom for creativity, everyone 
will be able to express themselves to  
the fullest. 

978-1-5064-8722-9 | $15.00

Operation Restoration VBS  
Music Guide
Leaders and kids make music together 
and mend God’s world through singing, 
playing instruments, dancing, and even 
composing their own tunes.

978-1-5064-8723-6 | $15.00

Operation Restoration VBS 
Storytelling Guide
Each day everyone will explore one or 
more additional Bible stories connected 
to the daily theme. Through illustrations, 
dramatic movement, puppets, and other 
methods, everyone will take a turn 
stepping into the storyteller role.

978-1-5064-8725-0 | $15.00

VBS Art
 GuiDe

augsburgfortress.org/operationrestoration

Let’s make 
some art!

As long as I 
can wash the 
paint off my 
paws . . . 

VBS MuSic
 GuiDe

augsburgfortress.org/operationrestoration

Time to 
start 

singing!

Time to go 
back down 
in my hole.

Operation Restoration Center Guides

Each guide includes everything the leader of the center needs to guide kids through five days of activities at Operation 
Restoration. Leaders can choose from a range of activities designed for Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary, All Kids,  
and Intergenerational groups.
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Manna and Mercy

Manna and Mercy: An Interactive Edition for Kids
This resource includes content from the original Manna and Mercy plus additional pages of 
interactive content that kids will love. Draw, doodle, jot, brainstorm, write, and wonder about  
the Bible and the story it tells on these interactive pages. This edition is designed to accompany 
16 elementary sessions with leader material found in the Leader Sourcebook.

978-1-5064-8017-6 | $10.75 – Quantity discount available

Manna and Mercy Leader Sourcebook
This rich sourcebook and curriculum guide equips you to lead your whole congregation into a 
deeper understanding and exploration of the Bible with inviting and appealing teaching tools 
centered on Daniel Erlander’s beloved book Manna and Mercy. With more than 360 pages, 
curriculum options include 4 sessions for young children, 16 for elementary-age kids, 16 for 
confirmation students, and 18 for high school youth and adults, plus 16 mini Bible studies  
and a glossary.

978-1-5064-8018-3 | $65.00

Manna and Mercy: A Brief History of God’s Unfolding Promise to Mend the 
Entire Universe
Manna and Mercy is a book about God—more specifically, the God of the Bible who is present 
and active in human history and in our lives today. Through his distinctive illustrations and  
hand-lettered text, Erlander conveys the continuity of God’s covenant of life, justice, and 
inclusion to all people and all of creation. God is in the business of mending the universe,  
and we are all Partner People in that work.

978-1-5064-5701-7 | $10.75 – Quantity discount available

God with Us: A Manna and Mercy Christmas Board Book
Daniel Erlander’s illustrations invite families to experience the story of Baby Jesus, God with Us. 
Two delightful prairie dogs liven up the story at every turn.

978-1-5064-7927-9 | $8.49 – Quantity discount available

See You Tomorrow: A Manna and Mercy Board Book
This colorful and inviting board book introduces young children to trusting in God’s promises. 
Using images from the original edition of Manna and Mercy, this book gives families a way to read 
and talk about God’s promises to humanity.

978-1-5064-7926-2 | $8.49 – Quantity discount available

Looking for Jesus: A Manna and Mercy Easter Board Book
This book puts children in the story as they look for Jesus during the events of Holy Week and 
Easter morning. The good news? Jesus finds us!

978-1-5064-7928-6 | $8.49 – Quantity discount available

Partner People: A Manna and Mercy Board Book
This book invites everyone into their call as Partner People with God. The charming text can be 
sung to a familiar tune.

978-1-5064-7929-3 | $8.49 – Quantity discount available
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Come to the Water

Water Washed and Spirit Born: A Baptism Manual for Youth and Adults
This appealing, illustrated manual is designed for youth or adults preparing for baptism. 
It can serve as a core resource for classes on baptism, an accessible booklet for individual 
reflection, or a component in an adult catechumenate process. Topics include biblical 
background, a special section on baptism in the context of the Roman Empire, baptisms 
during the Reformation, and contemporary baptismal practice. 40 pages. 

978-1-5064-5886-1 | $6.50 – Quantity discount available

Let the Children Come: A Baptism Manual for Parents and Sponsors
Daniel Erlander’s engaging manual introduces parents, sponsors, and other caregivers 
to baptism. This short book includes friendly illustrations to prepare for baptism and a 
lifetime of “living wet.” This resource covers the origin of baptism, baptism in the New 
Testament, infant baptism, Luther’s teachings, and the baptism service. 40 pages. 

978-1-5064-5887-8 | $6.50 – Quantity discount available 

Come to the Water Leader Sourcebook  
This rich sourcebook equips you to lead your whole congregation into a deeper 
understanding of holy baptism with inviting and appealing teaching tools centered on 
Daniel Erlander’s two baptism manuals plus a new interactive manual and board book.  
The sourcebook draws from Let the Children Come, Water Washed and Spirit Born, and the 
new Come to the Water resources. With 200 pages, curriculum options include:

• Baptism Preparation and Review sessions for parents and sponsors of infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers, and for elementary kids, youth, and adults. 

• 7 mini Bible studies, an intergenerational event, a self-study resource, and lots of 
reproducible resources, including coloring sheets, activity pages, children’s bulletins, 
and more. 

978-1-5064-5849-6 | $49.99

Come to the Water Animated Video 
Featuring a hand-drawn animation style that perfectly complements the illustrations of 
Daniel Erlander, this video tells the story of the history, gift, and call of baptism. This video 
is an essential part of sessions in the Leader Sourcebook and will appeal to kids, youth, and 
adults alike. One 10-minute episode on DVD. 

978-1-5064-5851-9 | $15.99

Come to the Water: An Interactive Baptism Manual for Kids
This new resource draws on Daniel Erlander’s two other baptism manuals. The pages of 
this resource are filled with interactive content kids will love as they draw, doodle, jot, 
brainstorm, write, and wonder about baptism. This manual is designed for elementary-age 
kids learning more about baptism or preparing for baptism. 40 pages.

978-1-5064-5852-6 | $6.50 – Quantity discount available 

Come to the Water, Little One: My Holy Baptism Board Book
This colorful and inviting board book introduces young children to holy baptism with its 
welcoming invitation: “Come to the water!” Using simplified images from both  Let the 
Children Come and Water Washed and Spirit Born, this book gives families a way to read and 
talk about the special bath called baptism. 24 pages.

978-1-5064-5850-2 | $8.49 – Quantity discount available 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family!We welcome you into the Lord’s family!

Be
hold

, your
 brothers an

d

Be
hold

, your
 brothers an

d
siste

rs!
siste

rs!
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A Place for You

A Place for You Leader Sourcebook: Holy Communion Resources for the 
Whole Congregation 
This rich sourcebook and curriculum guide equips you to lead your whole congregation into  
a deeper understanding of holy communion based on Daniel Erlander’s classic book.

978-1-5064-4780-3 | $49.99

A Place for You Interactive Edition: My Holy Communion Book
Contains all of the original A Place for You content from Daniel Erlander, plus 12 additional 
pages of interactive content kids will love.

978-1-5064-4779-7 | $8.99 – Quantity discount available

A Place for You Original Edition: My Holy Communion Book
A beloved story of Jesus welcoming you to his special meal of holy communion. This book 
is designed for children, parents, and teachers. 

978-1-5064-4784-1 | $6.50 – Quantity discount available
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Hay un Lugar para Ti: A Place for You Bilingual Edition
A beloved story of Jesus welcoming you to his special meal of holy communion.  
This bilingual edition includes text in both English and Spanish.

978-1-5064-7441-0 | $6.50 – Quantity discount available

A Place for You, Little One: My Holy Communion Board Book
This colorful and inviting board book introduces young children to holy communion with  
its welcoming message: “There’s a place for you!”

978-1-5064-4782-7 | $8.49 – Quantity discount available

A Place for You Animated Videos
Featuring a hand-drawn animation style that perfectly complements the illustrations of 
Daniel Erlander, these three videos tell the story of A Place for You in a fresh way.

978-1-5064-4781-0 | $15.99

Interior page samples from A Place for You, Little One: My Holy Communion Board Book

Jesus
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Baptized, We Live

Baptized, We Live Leader Sourcebook: A Congregational Guide to 
Lutheranism as a Way of Life
This rich sourcebook and curriculum guide equips you to lead the youth and adults in 
your congregation into a deeper understanding of a Lutheran way of life with inviting and 
appealing teaching tools centered on Daniel Erlander’s beloved book Baptized, We Live. With 
more than 130 pages, curriculum options include 4 youth-specific sessions, a youth retreat, 
12 adult sessions, 5 mini Bible studies, and a self-study resource.

978-1-5064-6450-3 | $49.99

Baptized, We Live: Lutheranism as a Way of Life
Explore Daniel Erlander’s unique vision of the Lutheran faith as a way of teaching, 
worshiping, and living. This rich, compelling book has guided generations interested in 
enriching their faith in a meaningful way. Covers topics like history, liturgy, the eucharist, 
saying yes and no, and more. In this updated edition, an array of skin tones are shown, 
worship resources now reference Evangelical Lutheran Worship rather than Lutheran Book of 
Worship, and language is now even more inclusive and expansive.

978-1-5064-6765-8 | $6.50 – Quantity discount available

More from Daniel Erlander

Tales of the Pointless People 
An engaging collection of short stories from Daniel Erlander about how we don’t need to 
accumulate points in life. Inspired by an original story by Anne Herbert.

978-1-5064-4785-8 | $6.50 – Quantity discount available

Come and See: A Collection of Cartoons, Graphics and Illustrations  
by Daniel Erlander 
A compelling collection of almost 200 illustrations representing more than three decades of 
work. Rich with wit, whimsy, and wisdom.

978-1-5064-1171-2 | $19.99 – Quantity discount available

A Lutheran Welcome
These highly visual and engaging booklets, featuring the artwork of 
Daniel Erlander, are designed to capture attention and help people 
learn more about the Lutheran expression of faith. Ideal to welcome 
new members, visitors, or lifelong Lutherans.

Topics include Holy Baptism, Holy Communion, Jesus, the Bible, 
Forgiveness, and a Reformation Way. 

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/lutheranwelcome
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Frolic Nursery helps you create an intentional church  
nursery from birth through age three. 

Frolic Family offers Faith Classes and resources to connect 
with young families in your church community. 

Frolic Preschool is a Sunday school to help your three- to  
five-year-olds learn faith concepts through play!

NURSERY
LITTLE STEPS.

BIG FAITH.TM

FAMILY
LITTLE STEPS.

BIG FAITH.TM

Frolic: Little Steps. Big Faith.
Drawing on brain science as well as theology, Frolic was designed by early  
childhood experts to build faith through play in babies, toddlers, and young  
children from birth to age five. 

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/frolic

Frolic: Little Steps. Big Faith.

Splash! Pack: Birth to Three Faith Formation
These monthly newsletters support caregivers of infants 
and toddlers by helping them incorporate faith formation 
into the events of daily life. The front page provides two 
articles about child development and faith formation. 
Inside are great ideas for Bible storytelling, prayer, 
worship, play, and more. The back includes a John Bush 
cartoon and a prompt that invites parents to think about 
the front-page articles, along with the mailing panel that 
makes it easy to fold and mail to families.

1–12 months, year 1: 978-1-5064-7890-6 | $16.99
13–24 months, year 2: 978-1-5064-7891-3 | $16.99
25–36 months, year 3: 978-1-5064-7892-0 | $16.99
3 Year Set: ITEM010639 | $39.99

Birth to Three Faith Formation

Splash! Birth to Three Faith Formation

Parent 
Pages

Parent 
Pages

What is one thing you will always 
remember about the first time your child 
was laid in your arms?

YOUR DEVELOPING CHILD
Always and in All Ways
Your new baby has come into the bright and beautiful world where 
you have been waiting to welcome, hold, feed, comfort, guide, 
and love them. Whether you experienced a home birth, delivered 
in a hospital or birthing center, or first met your infant through 
the adoption process, your life has already changed in major ways 
because of this little one. 

By now you’ve probably seen the graphs, tables, and charts that 
describe the developmental milestones in the first months of 
life. These milestones are usually described in terms of physical, 
emotional, social, and cognitive development. All these types of 
development are helpful to know about. But thinking of them as 
distinct areas with separate milestones isn’t quite accurate. 

Simply put, babies don’t compartmentalize how they experience 
and learn about the world. Development in one area can shape 
or be shaped by development in others. For example, physical 
growth can influence cognitive development. Emotional advances 
pave the way for changes in social interactions. What a wonderful 
reminder that babies are always growing, always learning, always 
experiencing the world around them—growth that you can guide 
and shape with the environment you provide!

O Lord, you have searched me 

and known me.

—Psalm 139:1

GROWING IN FAITH 
Going Gaga for Baby
Falling in love. Some parents report it happening 
in the moments as they first held their little one 
in their arms. Others confess that it took them 
days or even weeks to warm up to the strange 
little creature who completely rearranged their 
lives. Both are completely normal! Either way, 
it’s a fierce and overwhelming experience when 
it happens, a love that practically bowls you 
over with the desire to protect and nurture your 
precious baby.

Hold on to that feeling! It may provide you with 
your first opportunity to begin teaching your 
little one about God. No, your little one isn’t 
ready for theology lessons, and it will be a while 
before they’ll be able to understand Bible stories 
or think concretely about faith. But it’s not too 
early for your child to experience God’s love. 
God’s fathomless love is difficult even for adults 
to understand, but many of us begin to grasp 
it by thinking of God as a loving parent and of 
ourselves as God’s children. As a new parent, 
you now have an opportunity to give your child a 
glimpse of the way God loves them. Every feeding, 
every lullaby, every cuddle, and even every diaper 
change lays a foundation for the way your child 
will understand God’s presence, God’s comfort, 
and God’s love and care in their life.

Don’t put too much pressure on yourself, 
though—God’s love may be perfect, but no human 
parent is. Just focus on enjoying these early days 
with your baby, love them fiercely, and find peace 
in the knowledge that God cares for your child 
with a love that meets and even surpasses yours.

MONTH
1

1 MONTH

PLAY FAMILY CONNECTIONS MEALTIME PRAY WORSHIP
BIBLE

—Genesis 1:27

So God created humankind in his image,

in the image of God

he created them. . . 

WELCOME TO 
WORSHIP
Another thing to add to your to-do 
list as a parent is to plan for the first 
time you’ll attend worship with your 
newborn. Make sure that they have 
been fed, changed, and are not too 
warm or too cold. Pack a well-stocked 
diaper bag with everything you might 
need. Don’t forget a cuddly blanket! 
Holding your new baby close during 
a church service is a wonderful way 
to introduce your child to its rituals 
and rhythms, although they may sleep 
soundly through worship if it coincides 
with nap times.

PRAYING FOR 
YOUR BABY
What a miraculous event the birth of 
a baby is! Seeing each little finger and 
toe causes one to pause in wonder at 
God’s creative genius. Along with awe, 
this little baby may generate feelings of 
overwhelming responsibility in you. God 
invites you to share these feelings and 
concerns through prayer. Throughout 
these first days, watch for opportunities 
to praise God for first smiles, to seek 
patience during sleepless nights, and to 
give thanks for the relatives and friends 
whose love surrounds and supports 
you. Every day you can ask God to bless 
you and your baby.

FIRST MEALTIME 
CHATS
Mealtime with a newborn occurs 
frequently during the course of a day—
and night! In contrast to feeding time 
with toddlers, this is a one-to-one 
exchange. While feedings can be used 
as a time for the caregiver to quietly 
regroup, they are also an opportunity 
for tender conversation. As your baby 
eats, massage or touch them as you say, 
“God gave (child’s name) five little toes 
on this little foot.” Or, “I see (child’s 
name) two brown eyes. Thank you, God, 
for (child’s name) two brown eyes.” 
Naming your child as one of God’s 
precious children introduces God into 
your child’s life.

A GRAND START 

Encourage grandparents (or other 
beloved elders in this role) to establish 
one activity that your little one can 
anticipate doing each time they enjoy 
a visit together. Perhaps they will 
snuggle together in the rocking chair 
or pay a visit to a favorite ceramic 
frog in the garden. This activity will 
create a connection shared only 
between grandparent and grandchild 
that can provide the basis for many 
conversations and adventures to come.

SOMETHING TO 
TALK ABOUT
The best plaything for your brand-new 
baby is YOU! Your little one is most 
comfortable swaddled in a blanket and 
held in your arms about 8-10 inches 
from your face. They will spend their 
waking moments memorizing your 
facial features, noticing contrasts like 
facial hair and glasses, and paying close 
attention to the parts of your face that 
move. Tell your baby about yourself, 
your family, your home, and your day-
to-day life. You can use a speaking style 
that experts call “parentese,” with a 
slower pace, exaggerated vowels, and 
more ups and downs in your tone. 
This blessed time begins a lifetime of 
conversation between you and your 
new child.

GOD CREATES
Genesis 1:1—2:4a
During these first weeks you’re together, 
read the creation story to your baby from 
a children’s Bible, or retell the story 
in your own words. You are living the 
awesome story of God’s creation as you 
spend your days (and nights!) getting to 
know your baby. This Bible story tells 
us that God created all manner of living 
things: plants, insects, birds, fish, and 
land animals. Then God made humans. 
God blessed all these living things with 
the ability to procreate. It is miraculous 
to think that from two separate cells 
came this infinitely complex and 
complete infant. As you hold and feed 
your little one, remember that God 
created human beings in God’s image—
and blessed them. Here in your arms is 
one of those blessings!

1 MONTH

Page samples from Splash!
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ialogues O
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Dialogues On

Dialogues On is a seven-week curriculum designed for adult small groups to have genuine conversations around difficult 
topics. There are three series: The Refugee Crisis, Sexuality, and Race. 

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/dialogues

Dialogues On: The Refugee Crisis takes participants 
through an in-depth look at the refugee experience, 
the church’s long history of refugee advocacy, and a 
consideration of what action might look like for your group, 
all accompanied by a compelling video and supportive 
facilitation materials. 

Dialogues On: Sexuality opens up discussion on topics 
such as patriarchy and the church, women’s sexuality, 
the dynamics of sex and marriage, and the transgender 
experience. Discover diverse perspectives accompanied 
by a documentary-style video and supportive facilitation 
materials to enhance group conversations. 

Dialogues On: Race shares the scholarship, stories, 
and experiences of people of color to create meaningful 
conversations about one of the most difficult and divisive 
topics today. Clear, easy-to-use facilitator materials and  
a documentary-style video bring structure and depth to  
the conversation. 

Animate

Breathe new life into your congregation with this series of courses on faith, the Bible and faith practices. Participants watch 
videos featuring a leading Christian voice, spend time on personal reflection and journaling, and share ideas  
with the group. Leader chooses how each session unfolds.

Session resources are available as a complete curriculum or digital lessons.

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/animate

Spark conversation in your faith community

978-1-5064-2175-9

Dig deeper into the Bible and how it came to be 

978-1-5064-2176-6

Explore core faith practices

978-1-5064-2177-3
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Making Sense Series

BIG QUESTIONS. GREAT CONVERSATIONS.
DAVID J. LOSE
Studies in the Making Sense series give people a framework to discuss questions like: Is the Bible true? How do Jesus’ 
birth, death, and resurrection make a difference in our lives? How do we understand the cross of Christ? Who was Martin 
Luther, and why is he a big deal for Lutherans? Each session in a Making Sense course features a chapter to read and a video 
presentation by David Lose, as well as leader guide suggestions and activities that help you grapple with these questions in  
a group setting.

Seven or eight sessions per course. Four courses are available.

Making Sense of Martin Luther 
Leader Guide 978-1-4514-2556-7 | $22.99  
DVD   978-1-4514-2557-4 | $19.99   
Participant Book  978-1-4514-2555-0 | $14.99 – Quantity  
       discount 
       available

Making Sense of Scripture
Leader Guide 978-0-8066-9619-5 | $19.99  
DVD   978-0-8066-9620-1 | $19.99 
Participant Book  978-0-8066-9953-0 | $14.99 – Quantity  
        discount 
        available 

Making Sense of the Christian Faith
Leader Guide 978-0-8066-9849-6  | $19.99 
DVD   978-0-8066-9850-2 | $16.99  
Participant Book  978-0-8066-9848-9 | $14.99 – Quantity 
        discount  
        available

Making Sense of the Cross
Leader Guide 978-0-8066-9852-6 | $20.99  
DVD   978-0-8066-9853-3 | $19.99   
Participant Book  978-0-8066-9851-9 | $14.99 – Quantity  
       discount  
       available 

Lutheran Confirmation and Senior High Ministry

Colaborate: Lutheran Confirmation
A confirmation curriculum that poses problems for students to solve as they learn more about 
Lutheran history, doctrine, and tradition. Created for churches who seek a confirmation curriculum 
that gives students a solid foundation in Lutheran history and theology in addition to a thorough 
grounding in scripture. Provides flexibility in sessions, highly visual resources for students, and 
leader content designed for easy use.

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/colaborate

Here We Stand Confirmation
A solid and flexible Lutheran curriculum that relates to youth. The Student Book makes strong 
connections for each lesson with fun, interactive content, discussion questions, cartoons, charts, 
and the Small Catechism. Available with either a two-year or a three-year scope and sequence. 

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/herewestand

ECHO
A biblical narrative journey designed for youth using a collection of learning styles through a 
12-session or 36-session overview. 

Invite teens into creative storytelling, imaginative listening, careful observation, and lively dialogue 
about the Bible and life.

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/echothestory

T.B.D.
Equip students to discover what they believe and why they believe it with this small group series. 

Learn more: www.augsburgfortress.org/tbd

Colaborate Lutheran Study Bible
Featuring interactive graphics, interesting facts, and insightful commentary, this NRSV Bible is  
designed to bring the story of God to life for teenagers.

978-1-4514-9814-1 | $26.99 – Quantity discount available
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In Sure and Certain Hope: A Funeral Sourcebook
A comprehensive guide for planning, presiding, and preaching at funerals. An in-depth look at 
the funeral rite and sermon demonstrates how the funeral connects to baptism, proclaims the 
resurrection of Christ and the promise of new life, and points to the communion of all the saints. 
The enclosed CD-ROM includes customizable rites and liturgies.

978-1-5064-3145-1 | $50.00

Worship Matters

Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook: Fourth Revised Edition
Altar guild members and sacristans will appreciate the practical and expanded information on 
caring for the worship space, furnishings, appointments, vestments, and linens; the nuts and bolts 
of preparing for the sacraments and for funerals, weddings, and other occasional services; and a 
thorough overview of the church year. Also included are suggestions for organizing the altar guild’s 
work and a helpful glossary. Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook invites you to approach this role not 
just as a task, but as a ministry to the whole assembly in God’s service.

978-1-4514-7809-9 | $19.99

Central Things: Worship in Word and Sacrament
A revised and expanded edition of the 1994 classic What are the essentials of Christian worship?

The Worship Matters Studies Series examines key worship issues through studies by pastors, 
musicians, and lay people from throughout the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

978-0-8066-5163-7 | $11.99

In These or Similar Words: Crafting Language for Worship
In These or Similar Words: Crafting Language for Worship will guide individuals and groups who wish 
to prepare new worship texts for their communities. The resource includes:

• some discussion of foundational principles for evaluating sources of language and images 
used in such texts; 

• individual and group exercises to identify and describe your local worshiping community’s 
makeup, values, and sensibilities; 

• brief commentaries about “what’s going on” in specific liturgical texts within the services of 
Holy Communion and Holy Baptism in Evangelical Lutheran Worship; 

• examples of locally crafted language for worship for illustration and inspiration; 

• and reproducible pages with practical tips and helps for the actual process of writing new texts. 

978-1-5064-0056-3 | $32.00

Embodying Confidence and Grace: A Handbook for Presiding Ministers 
Embodying Confidence and Grace will guide those who serve as presiding ministers for the 
assembly’s worship. It includes reflection on the essentials of presiding and practical guidance  
for how to prepare and lead the assembly with confidence and grace. 

978-1-5064-6076-5 | $11.99

Sing with All the People of God: A Handbook for Church Musicians
Sing with All the People of God will be especially valuable for church musicians as well as pastors 
and other rostered leaders. It addresses topics such as skillful preparation, planning, and leadership 
of assembly song, working with volunteer musicians and staff, navigating questions of musical 
style, and more. 

978-1-5064-6923-2 | $10.99

Gain a richer understanding of Lutheran worship and explore why we gather, how we encounter God in worship, and how 
that encounter shapes our response in both our communities and our world. 

Remembering God’s Promises: A Funeral Planning Handbook 
Remembering God’s Promises offers notes and commentary on the funeral service in Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, lists of suggested scripture readings and hymns, and information on other 
planning options. When the family and friends meet with the pastor, the funeral planning 
worksheet provides space to write down information and keep track of decisions that need  
to be made.

In addition, a free, downloadable pastor’s guide includes an outline for four adult forum sessions 
on end-of-life decisions, hospice care, and funeral and burial planning. Pastors can also use the 
handbook to encourage individuals to plan their own funerals in advance.

978-1-5064-3146-8 | $11.99 – Quantity discount available

Love and Faithfulness: A Marriage Planning Handbook
Love and Faithfulness provides couples with brief explanations and the entire text of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship marriage service, as well as more recent supplemental resources. Twelve 
reflections encourage couples to plan the marriage service and prepare for married life together.

Pastors will find this resource invaluable for working with those preparing for marriage. It 
encourages couples to have conversations about the marriage service, faith, and daily life within 
the context of worship and the church. A free, downloadable pastor’s guide is available.

978-1-5064-5060-5 | $11.99 – Quantity discount available

Proclaiming the Living Word: A Handbook for Preachers
Author Gordon Lathrop guides preachers as they think about the central matters and purposes of 
preaching and engage in preparation for this important task. By providing wise encouragement and 
concrete tools for ministry, this book equips preachers for faithful preaching in their assemblies. 

978-1-5064-4789-6 | $11.99
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Luther’s Small Catechism

Luther’s Small Catechism, Pocket Edition
A translation of Luther’s explanations in the Small Catechism, along with other catechetical helps 
and prayers. NRSV and Evangelical Lutheran Worship texts are used for the Ten Commandments,  
the Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostles’ Creed.

978-1-5064-1598-7 | Package of 5 copies, $8.49

Luther’s Small Catechism, Study Edition
A translation of Luther’s explanations along with other catechetical study helps, such as prayers, 
worship rites, and Luther’s preface to the Small Catechism of 1529. NRSV and Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship texts are used for the wording of the Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed, 
and included worship rites.

978-1-5064-1599-4 | $8.49 – Quantity discount available 
Enlarged Print Edition: 978-1-5064-3144-4 | $9.99 
Gift Edition: 978-1-5064-4631-8 | $17.99 – Quantity discount available

El Catecismo Menor de Lutero/Luther’s Small Catechism: Bilingual Edition
English and Spanish texts in a 4" x 6" side-by-side page format. 

Textos en inglés y español colocados lado a lado en un formato de 4" x 6".

978-1-5064-4630-1 | Package of 5 copies, $8.49

Praying the Catechism, Revised and Expanded Edition
Praying the Catechism invites the reader into a ninety-day journey of prayer and meditation through 
six sections of Luther’s Small Catechism: the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Baptism, Holy Communion, and Confession. Along with the catechism, passages of scripture 
and the liturgies for baptism and communion are used as starting points for the meditations.

978-1-5064-8012-1 | $18.99

Luther’s Small Catechism with African Descent Reflections 
In connection with the observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation events initiated by 
the Ninety-Five Theses, a distinguished group of African descent Lutheran theologians gathered at 
the offices of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) to explore and reflect on Luther’s 
Small Catechism. While continuing to affirm the gift of the Small Catechism in the life of the 
church, they recognized that the meaning of these explanations of Christian faith could and should 
be broadened to address the historical, cultural, and linguistic experience of Lutherans of African 
descent, both on the African continent and in the diaspora. 

978-1-5064-5859-5 | $8.49

Order at augsburgfortress.org or call 800.328.464846

EDUCATION



Holy Moly Bible Storybooks 
The eight Holy Moly Bible Storybooks help kids remember and relate to the Bible story through 
engaging, rhyming language and vibrant, colorful illustration. Divided into eight units to align with 
Holy Moly Sunday school, these storybooks are an excellent way to engage children with Bible 
stories at home.  
Learn more and order at www.augsburgfortress.org/Bible-Storybooks

Connect Bible (NRSV) 
This Bible includes activities to get kids thinking about the stories they’ve just learned and tools to 
help kids learn how to use the text. 

Paperback: 978-1-4514-3081-3 | $24.99 – Quantity discounts available

Colaborate: Lutheran Student Bible 
Featuring interactive graphics, interesting facts, and insightful commentary, this NRSV Bible is 
designed to bring the story of God to life for teenagers.
978-1-4514-9814-1 | $26.99  – Quantity discounts available

NRSV Augsburg Fortress Pew Bible 
5³/₈" x 8", cranberry hardcover. Includes footnotes and concordance. 
978-0-8066-5609-0 | $15.99

Bibles

Lutheran Study Bible 
Lutheran Study Bible features the NRSV translation as well as introductions, notes, and articles 
written by more than 60 Lutheran pastors and teaching theologians. This resource invites readers to 
experience the Bible and its message through solid background material, unique Lutheran insights, 
and opportunities for faith reflection.
Hardcover: 978-0-8066-8059-0 | $36.99 – Quantity discounts available
Paperback: 978-0-8066-8060-6 | $25.99 – Quantity discounts available
Electronic version: 978-1-4514-2560-4 | $39.99

Spark Story Bible 
The award-winning Spark Story Bible opens up God’s word to kids through colorful art and rich 
retellings of 150 of the most popular Bible stories. The Bible uses creative language familiar to kids 
and features full-color, vibrant artwork. 
978-0-8066-7049-2 | $24.99 – Quantity discounts available

Spark Bible (NRSV) 
The Spark Bible (NRSV) gives kids a personal experience of the Bible as they interact with God’s 
word and explore their favorite stories and verses. Includes kid-friendly introductions to the books of 
the Bible, along with definitions, facts, trivia, and questions to help kids think about their faith. 
Paperback: 978-0-8066-7048-5 | $24.99 – Quantity discounts available
Gift Edition: 978-1-4514-0193-6 | $26.99 – Quantity discounts available

Frolic First Bible  
This delightful picture Bible tells 20 of the Bible’s most beloved stories from creation to the 
resurrection and introduces little ones to God’s love and care. 

978-1-5064-1043-2 | $14.99 – Quantity discount available

Frolic Preschool Bible 
Created just for preschoolers, the Frolic Preschool Bible highlights 20 stories from the  
Old Testament and 20 stories from the New Testament. 
978-1-5064-2077-6 | $14.99 – Quantity discounts available
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Mouth House books help people of faith navigate and respond to critical 
societal issues together. All titles are authored by leaders well-equipped 
to speak about topics that matter in the church and world. The series is 
inspired by Martin Luther’s words: “Therefore the church is a mouth house, 
not a pen house.” By amplifying voices for change, these books compel 
readers to move beyond the written word into deeper conversations and 
meaningful action in their communities.

Mouth House

Ashes to Action: Finding Myself at the Intersection  
of the Minneapolis Uprising
After the world witnessed the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis, a passionate uprising 
erupted, with the intersection of 38th and Chicago at its epicenter. One block away stood 
Calvary Lutheran Church, an ELCA congregation whose members had engaged in racial justice 
work for years.  

In Ashes to Action, Shari Seifert provides her riveting first-person account of the events 
following May 25, 2020. Shari joined others in the Calvary community to show up, listen, 
and ask what was needed in the moment. As the lines between her congregation and 
neighborhood blurred, the way toward a faithful response became clearer. This personal 
narrative stays rooted in the context of community, immersing readers in the days, weeks,  
and months following the uprising.

978-1-5064-9678-8 | 12.99

Call to Allyship: Preparing Your Congregation for Leaders of Color
How can churches do the work of becoming allies for the leaders they call? In belonging to 
a predominantly white denomination, ELCA members are called to listen and learn from its 
leaders of color to recognize the assumptions, biases, and harmful actions that result when 
congregations don’t do the work to become allies. Authors offer wisdom, storytelling, and 
concrete suggestions for churches preparing to call a leader of color. Call to Allyship is a  
must-read for call committees, church councils, social justice teams, and anyone prepared  
to do the work of understanding, welcoming, and celebrating these leaders. 

• Chapter 1  How to Read This Book by Rev. Angela T. !Khabeb
• Chapter 2  Intersectionality by Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy
• Chapter 3  The Call Process by Bp. Patricia Davenport
• Chapter 4  Embodied Ministry by Rev. Jenny Sung
• Chapter 5  Family Life by Rev. Priscilla Paris-Austin
• Chapter 6  Compensation by Rev. Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld
• Chapter 7  Nonrostered Leaders by Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy
• Chapter 8  Allyship by Rev. Dr. Andrea Walker
• Chapter 9  Gifts of Leaders by Bp. Felix Malpica
• Chapter 10  What’s Next by Rev. Angela T. !Khabeb

978-1-5064-9776-1 | 12.99
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Finding Your Why

A reminder of our purpose 

What’s your North Star? 
What’s your soul mission? 
What choices lead to your flourishing?

What wakes you up in the morning 
or keeps you awake at night? 

What makes your heart sing 
or gives you strength to fight? 

What are the wrongs in the world you want to make right? 
What makes you feel joyous and fills you with light? 

Finding your Why 
is asking the next most faithful question, 
making the path as you step in that direction.

Finding your Why 
is the puzzle piece your soul fits, 
no denying something inside
is enlivened and you know it. 

Finding your Why 
is discovery and discernment, 
you may not always find it 
but you’ll keep on searching
because the journey in itself 
unearths a deeper purpose: 

77

Affirming you’re worth it,
sometimes with words, 
sometimes it’s wordless,
won’t always feel certain, 
won’t always look perfect, 
but can stir up courage 
and self-assuredness. 

Finding our why is like exploring love. 
Finding our why is like a well 
that can replenish and nourish us.

When our Why is clear, 
so is the way before us 
and benevolent forces 
join to support us. 

Try This Practice

Consider these questions when discerning an  
important choice: 

Does it increase my aliveness? 
Does it increase the aliveness of those around me?

How does it feel in my body?
How does it feel in my spirit?

What would happen to me or those I love if I didn’t  
do this work? 
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Session Structure 
As the facilitator of these sessions, you’ll guide a group through exploring a poem written by Joe Davis. Setting aside 
time and space to focus on session preparation is incredibly important for leading this work. Investing effort in preparing 
yourself before leading others will pay off in many ways. Plan to spend at least 20 minutes on this preparation.

Prepare to Lead by becoming familiar with the poem 
and the session activities. You’ll need your copy of Remind 
Me Again, a Bible, and your favorite writing utensils. A 
comforting snack and beverage will add to the ambiance as 
you prepare. Make a copy of the Pre-Work on pages 10–11 for 
each session, and fill in the blanks. Tune in to any special 
considerations for the specific poem.

Welcome the Group warmly each and every time. Ensure 
you have a way to learn and remember every participant’s 
name so you can greet everyone by name. Decide on how 
you want to greet people by choosing words of welcome 
that are inspired by one of the poems, such as “Welcome 
to this brave space,” “Thank you for showing up,” or “You 
belong here.”

Enter the Poem by reading it at least twice in preparation 
for leading the group. Get comfortable with reading it 
aloud. (That’s how poetry really shines!) Follow the guide’s 
suggestions for entering the poem in creative, meaningful 
ways. Each session includes an estimate of how long it 
takes to read the poem aloud. Keep in mind that people 
have different rates of silent and spoken reading and that 
some people are uncomfortable with being asked to read 
aloud. These repeated readings are inspired by the practice 
of lectio divina, a way of reading the Bible that encourages 
contemplation and focus. Help participants enter the 
practice of reading poetry with the same kind of focused 
attention as they would give to reading scripture.

Reflect on the Poem with the questions provided.  
Use all the questions or just the ones that seem to best  
fit your group. The first question is the same each time:  
Is there a line from this poem that is speaking to you in  
a specific way? Be prepared to sit with longer silences  
as participants reflect on each question.

Engage with the Poem through the activity 
that is described. Consider preparing the project 
ahead of time to show participants what they’ll 
be creating, and check on supply availability.

Remind Me Again Facilitator Guide  9

Connect with Community by trying the idea shared in 
the guide, which will require that you learn more about 
the neighbors, needs, and gifts in the community that 
surrounds your church. This activity will often take some 
additional pre-work, and you may need to talk with church 
staff and other leaders in the congregation. Adapt it as 
needed for your context. If another activity is a better fit 
given the specifics of your context (existing ministries with 
your community, your church’s location), do that instead.

Enter the Bible by reading the scripture texts provided. 
Spend some time with these readings to notice their 
connections to the themes and ideas raised in the poem.

Note: At the end of each poem in Remind Me Again, you’ll find “Try This Practice”—activities designed for 
readers who are engaging with these poems individually. These activities are not mentioned in the Facilitator 
Guide sessions. If any of these practices are compelling and relevant for your group, feel free to include them.

Pray Together to end the session. Use a similar format 
each time by giving thanks to God for your time together.  
Then including prayers specific to your group. Use the idea 
provided that weaves in the poem’s themes and language.
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Brave Space 
A reminder of where to find courage

Prepare to Lead
Make a copy of the Pre-Work from pages 10–11 and prepare to facilitate this session by 
walking through each part. For this poem about brave space, find a space that is especially 
comfortable and comforting to you.

Welcome the Group
Greet each person by name as they arrive at your gathering space, and share your words of 
welcome. Invite them to pick up Remind Me Again, their journal, a Bible, and a writing utensil. 
You’ll also need home decor magazines and other kid-friendly magazines, cardstock, glue 
sticks, and scissors.

Enter the Poem 
Invite your group to read this poem a few times, choosing from these methods. (A read-aloud 
may take about 3 minutes.) 

 º Do a silent reading of the poem.

 º As the leader, read the poem aloud, asking everyone to read the italicized stanzas at 
the beginning and end of the poem.

 º Ask for volunteers to read one or a few stanzas aloud. There are 20 stanzas total.

Reflect on the Poem 
Encourage participants to take 3–5 minutes to journal thoughts and themes that rise to the 
surface for them. Invite them to share one perspective from their reflection with the group. 
Use any of these questions to support these reflections.

 º Is there a line from this poem that is speaking to you in a specific way?

 º What does it look like when someone is “courageous enough to be vulnerable, 
vulnerable enough to be courageous”?

 º Where are the brave spaces in your life? Where are places that don’t feel this way?

Engage with the Poem 
Assign one or more stanzas to each person, inviting them to find magazine pictures that 
create a space that achieves for them what their portion of the poem is describing. They can 
cut out these images and glue them to cardstock. This individual activity invites each person 
to find and define that hope and vision for themselves. When they are finished, tape their 
work up on the wall in the order of the poem. Then walk and view as the poem is read. If 
time allows, they can share comments on their work with the group.

Session 1 pp. 11–14
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Enter the Bible
What does Jesus say about love? A lot! Invite someone to read John 13:34-35 aloud as everyone 
else follows along. These verses provide a new commandment for Jesus’ followers then and 
now: to love one another, as Jesus loves us. Ask some of these questions about the poem’s 
connection to this Bible text.

 º Notice the capitalization of “Love” in the poem. Why do you think the poet made  
that choice?

 º What do you think Jesus would say about this poem?

 º How do you think Jesus invites us to receive and give Love to others? 

 º What is this poem inviting you to do?

Connect with Community 
Briefly describe a relevant current event connected to the poem that you discovered in your 
pre-work. Invite participants into deeper engagement or action by guiding them to read an 
article or watch a news story that discusses the local current event. After this personal and 
collective time with the poem Brave Space, lead a discussion to explore ways that the group 
can show up in this Love-filled way. 

 º Where is the need?

 º What is the ask, both spoken and unspoken?

 º Who needs support in this situation? How can we lift them up?

 º What can our group do in brave encouragement and support in response to this story?

Pray Together
Give thanks to God for sharing this brave space together. Finish your prayer by blessing each 
person with these words from the poem:

[Person’s name], may you reclaim yourself as a Brave Haven!
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Matthew 18:21-22

AM I REALLY FORGIVEN?
Both theologians and psychologists might agree that forgiving others 
tends to be easier (and is perhaps more common) than accepting that 
we ourselves are forgiven. So in this devotion I’ll ask, “Why can it be so 
hard to believe that God’s grace and mercy extends even to us?”

There are many reasons why it can be hard to acknowledge our 
own forgiveness. When we recognize that we have done something 
wrong, that we have hurt ourselves or others, we may feel a sense 
of  guilt or sadness. If  we hear that by God’s grace we are forgiven 
without releasing the accompanying emotions, the forgiveness may 
not seem real. We wonder, “If  I’m really forgiven, why do I still feel so 
bad?” Accepting that we are forgiven also requires doing the work of  
processing our own emotional reactions. We need to process our guilt 
or sadness or shame.

Another reason why it may be difficult to acknowledge that we are 
ourselves forgiven may be a matter of  trust and love. It is often easier 
to forgive others, especially those whom we love. If  a good friend—
someone who we trust and love—does something that hurts us, we are 
more likely to forgive them and to look for ways to continue with the 
relationship. We look back to the goodness that we have experienced in 
them and the love that we have for them, and we work on the project 
of  forgiveness. However, if  we don’t have a loving, trusting relationship 
with ourselves, we may believe that we aren’t worthy of  being forgiven. 
Where we might see others as deserving of  grace, a lack of  love for 
ourselves may leave us feeling empty. 

It can also be hard to confess our sins and receive the promise of  
forgiveness if  we are burdened with some form of  self-deception. 
Exceptionalism is when we hold ourselves accountable or blameworthy 
in ways that we would never hold others. It’s when we maintain a 
standard for ourselves that is far higher than one we would use for 
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those around us. This is a cousin to perfectionism and the belief  that 
if  things go wrong, it is likely a result of  our actions or inactions. 
Expansionism is when we expand the realm of  our responsibility to just 
about everything. If  we see ourselves as responsible for everything, we 
will always encounter what we believe to be our failures or mistakes. 
Confirmation bias is when we operate with the assumption that 
only someone like us (insert your own negative judgment here: lazy, 
unlovable, and so on) could be responsible for the problem. Every 
perceived misstep, then, seems to confirm our sense of  inadequacy. 
If  we hold ourselves to impossibly high standards, believe that we are 
responsible for everything, or believe that everything about us is bad, 
this will reinforce the view that we don’t deserve forgiveness. 

As Christians, we are called to the discipline of  self-examination and 
repentance. If  faithfully receiving God’s promise of  forgiveness is a 
stumbling block for you, I invite you to think critically about the ways 
that you understand yourself  and God, and to live into the free gift of  
God’s grace.
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Feeling Lonely

God of  all, I feel alone. 

It seems like no one really knows me. 

I can be surrounded by people at lunch 

but feel like I am not really connecting. 

My family is far away. 

Sometimes it feels good to be alone, 

but these days, it feels like there’s something wrong. 

Lift me out of  this hole, God, 

and help me look around and see the people 

who care about me. Remind me of  your 

abiding presence, 

and renew my spirit to initiate relationships, 

knowing that you created us to be in community.

Amen.
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Getting Homework Done

God of  wisdom, sometimes I can’t wait to work 

on a paper, 

to do the reading, or get into the lab. 

Other times, I dread opening a book. 

I get frustrated with group projects because 

others aren’t putting in the time. 

It’s hard to get everything done, 

especially when some of  it seems like a waste of  time.

 

You have called me here, O God, to be a student. 

Continue to nurture me as I learn. 

Build up my perseverance for studying 

when I am uninspired, 

and spark my imagination for further study in the 

work I love. 

Help me see how all of  it is shaping 

the person I am becoming. 

Amen.

 

Remind Me Again 
Poetry can offer reminders for ourselves, each other, 
and the world. Poet, artist, and educator Joe Davis 
has written Remind Me Again: Poems and Practices for 
Remembering Who We Are, a collection of 41 poems 
that will inspire, challenge, and affirm readers from all 
stages of life. These poems speak to our mind, body, 
and spirit, to our community, and to our purpose.  
Each poem includes a “Try This Practice” to help 
readers connect the themes to their everyday lives. 
This book has three sections:

• My Mind, Body, and Spirit: Reminders  
for Myself

• My Community: Reminders for Each Other
• My Purpose: Reminders for the World

978-1-5064-9126-4 | $14.99

New from Sparkhouse 

Unscheduled Grace
Unscheduled Grace: 40 Reflections and Prayers for 
College Students is a collection of devotions and 
prayers. This book can accompany students through 
the changes, challenges, and joys of college living, 
including homework, relationships, stress, vocation, 
and more. Through all its entries, the authors assure 
readers that no matter what they face, their lives are 
blessed by the unscheduled grace of God. Authors 
Matt Marohl and Katie Fick are campus pastors at  
St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota.

978-1-5064-9677-1 | $14.99

Remind Me Again Facilitator Guide
Rev. Dr. Jia Starr Brown has designed 41 lessons based 
on Joe Davis’s poems in Remind Me Again. Each lesson 
helps you have meaningful discussions about Joe’s 
poetry as well as helping guide you to form more 
meaningful connections with your own community. 
Endlessly flexible, this resource can be used as a 
10-minute addition to a lesson or as a full 41-week 
curriculum of hour-long sessions.

978-1-5064-9827-0 | $26.99

Interior page sample from Remind Me Again

Interior page samples from Unscheduled Grace

Interior page samples from  
Remind Me Again Facilitator Guide
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God’s Monsters: Vengeful Spirits, Deadly Angels, Hybrid Creatures, and Divine 
Hitmen of the Bible 
The Bible is teeming with monsters. Giants tromp through the land of milk and honey; Leviathan 
swims through the wine-dark sea. A stunning array of peculiar creatures, mind-altering spirits, and 
supernatural hitmen fill the biblical heavens, jarring in both their strangeness and their propensity 
for violence—especially on God’s behalf.

978-1-5064-8632-1 | $28.99 – Quantity discounts available

Holy Runaways: Rediscovering Faith After Being Burned by Religion
Holy Runaways speaks to people who are feeling ignored, oppressed, or rejected by their religious 
community and church, offering a path forward built on speaking truth, deep listening, and acting 
with compassion.

978-1-5064-8565-2 | $25.99 – Quantity discounts available

The Spirituality of Transformation, Joy, and Justice: The Ignatian Way for Everyone
Discover how rooting our beliefs and practices in relationship—with each other, the natural world, 
and the Source of All Life—leads us to transform ourselves and the world.

978-1-5064-9115-8 | $25.99 – Quantity discounts available

Preparing for War: The Extremist History of White Christian Nationalism— 
and What Comes Next
The insurrection at the US Capitol on January 6, 2021, was not a blip or an aberration. It was the 
logical outcome of years of a White evangelical subculture’s preparation for war. Religion scholar 
and former insider Bradley Onishi maps the origins of White Christian nationalism and traces its 
offshoots in Preparing for War.

978-1-5064-8216-3 | $28.99 – Quantity discounts available

Practice the Pause: Jesus’ Contemplative Practice, New Brain Science,  
and What It Means to Be Fully Human
In Practice the Pause, spiritual director and writer Caroline Oakes offers easy-to-understand 
explanations of how this new brain science is confirming what every spiritual tradition has been 
telling us for millennia: by practicing the pause, we become more self-aware and better able to 
understand others. We become more “God aware.”

978-1-5064-8307-8 | $19.99 – Quantity discounts available

New from Broadleaf Books

Spirit Wheel: Meditations from an Indigenous Elder
When the Spirit speaks to him in his daily prayers, Choctaw elder and spiritual explorer  
Steven Charleston takes a pen and writes down the messages. He then shares these thoughts  
with thousands on social media. In these musings, Charleston taps into the universal questions  
that draw us to prayer, no matter our spiritual background: Why am I here? Where do I belong?  
Where am I going?

978-1-5064-8665-9 | $19.99 – Quantity discounts available

Ordinary Blessings for the Christmas Season: Prayers, Poems, and Meditations
Ordinary Blessings for the Christmas Season, from gifted poet and empathetic pastor Meta Herrick 
Carlson, is a beautiful collection of prayers, poems, and meditations to help us recognize the holy 
beneath the hustle and hibernation of the season. While we travel, spend time with family, contend 
with consumerism, confront grief, and soak up joyful moments, the blessings in this book are a 
lovely companion for all of us who are looking to access the deeper meaning of the holidays.

978-1-5064-8153-1 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

In Spite of the Consequences: Prison Letters on Exoneration, Abolition, and Freedom
Falsely convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison, Lacino Hamilton sent thousands 
of letters during his incarceration. After twenty-six years, including eleven years in solitary 
confinement, and a years-long campaign of public and political pressure, Hamilton was exonerated 
and released on September 30, 2020. The letters he wrote during his incarceration, advocating 
for his innocence—literally writing for his life—made him a leading voice on issues of abolition, 
imprisonment, and justice. 

978-1-5064-8816-5 | $28.99 – Quantity discounts available

The Woman They Wanted: Shattering the Illusion of the Good Christian Wife
As a twenty-three-year-old singer and the soon-to-be wife of youth pastor Joshua Harris, nothing 
in Shannon Harris’s secular upbringing prepared her to enter the world of conservative Christianity. 
Soon Joshua’s bestselling book I Kissed Dating Goodbye helped inspire a national purity movement, 
and Shannon’s identity became “pastor’s wife.”

978-1-5064-8316-0 | $27.99 – Quantity discounts available

Raising Kids beyond the Binary: Celebrating God’s Transgender  
and Gender-Diverse Children
The debate around transgender children rages, with some Christians being the loudest voices 
against loving and supporting these young people. So, now more than ever, people of faith need to 
be grounded in God’s call to love and affirm young people in who God created them to be. Raising 
Kids beyond the Binary bypasses the sound bites to give readers a vivid picture of who transgender, 
non-binary, and gender-expansive young people are and what they need to thrive.

978-1-5064-8864-6 | $19.99 – Quantity discounts available
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God’s Holy Darkness 
In God’s Holy Darkness, Sharei Green and Beckah Selnick deconstruct anti-Blackness in 
Christian theology by celebrating instances in the story of God’s people when darkness, 
blackness, and night are beautiful, good, and holy. From the darkness at the beginning of 
creation to the blackness of the sky on the day when Christ’s birth was announced to the 
shepherds, children learn that blackness is something to celebrate as an important element  
of the life of faith. 

978-1-5064-8241-5 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

Wherever You Are
Wherever you are, God is there

God is in the gently falling snow, the river, and the honeybee. God is in the people you meet. 
God is in city streets and country lanes. God is in laughter and tears. No matter where you go, 
how you are feeling, or what you do, God is with you.

This gentle, reassuring picture book by bestselling author Glenys Nellist and illustrator Sian 
James encourages children to notice God all around them, in the ordinary people and places 
of everyday life.

978-1-5064-7377-2 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

Sparrow’s Prayer
Sparrow wakes each morning, ready to sing a prayer of thanksgiving. But not today. Today his 
words get tangled and knotted in his beak like old yarn and straw. He feels sad and gray, and 
he’s not sure why. So Sparrow decides to ask his friends Turtle, Mousie, and Buck for advice 
on how to pray. Each friend shows Sparrow a different way to pray without words, through 
generosity, art, and movement. As the day ends, Sparrow meditates on a rose aglow in the 
evening light and has an epiphany: Every living thing does what God created them to do. Each 
life is, itself, a prayer of thanksgiving. 

978-1-5064-8159-3 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

God Is Just Like Me
God may be hard to describe, but one young Puerto Rican girl in New York City finds examples 
of God’s character all around her. As she goes day-by-day through the week, she talks to God 
about the delightful ways she and God are similar. From vivid sunrises and colorful paintings, 
dancing to music in the park, loud thunderstorms, and fishing on a quiet lake, the evidence 
that she is made in the image of God is everywhere she looks.

This joyful, heartfelt story offers a fresh take on what it means to be made in God’s image.

978-1-5064-8242-2 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

Simple Prayers for Children
This brightly illustrated book of sweet, simple prayers will help children develop the joy of 
reading and praying together. Paired with charming images of a family of mice, each prayer 
invites children into a loving relationship with God, their creator.

978-1-5064-6851-8 | $14.99 – Quantity discounts available

New from Beaming Books

Lullaby for the King 
With glittering poetry and stunning watercolor artwork, Lullaby for the King ushers readers 
into the awe and wonder of the Christmas story. Animals from across the ancient Palestinian 
landscape lumber, gambol, crawl, fly, and parade toward Bethlehem with gifts worthy of the 
newborn King. Rare ebony wood, a finely tuned harp, mustard and saffron, a zither, apricot 
cakes, and other treasures are carried to the manger. The animals bow low and join the music of 
the angels in a welcoming lullaby.

978-1-5064-8241-5 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

What If I Can’t Explain God?
Explaining who God is can be really hard. Especially for grown-ups. They like to use confusing 
words like “Trinity,” “outside of time,” and “everywhere all at once.” What’s a kid to do if they 
can’t explain God? Maybe it’s not such a problem after all. The little girl in this story realizes 
there are so many things in the world that are hard to explain, but not hard to accept. So what if 
you can’t explain God? What matters is that God loves you—and that’s not confusing at all! 

978-1-5064-8304-7 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

The Kid with Big, Big Ideas
Following the bestselling The Boy with Big, Big Feelings and The Girl with Big, Big Questions comes 
a new story about a nonbinary kid with ideas so big and wild that grown-ups often dismiss 
them. What if we could be mermaids and swim to school? What if we could teach pets to talk? 
What if we could make the world safe and inclusive for everyone?

978-1-5064-8709-0 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available

The World Jesus Knew: A Curious Kid’s Guide to Life in the First Century
What was the world like when Jesus was alive? What did he and his followers eat? How did 
they work? Where did they live? What did they believe about God and the world? And how 
does all of it affect the way we read and understand the stories of Jesus in the Bible? Curious 
kids wonder about these questions—and this guide  is full of answers. Filled with colorful 
illustrations, maps, charts, graphs, and fun infographics, it’s a book curious kids (and adults!) 
will pore over for hours on end, jam-packed with information and facts that will surprise  
and enlighten.

978-1-5064-5551-8 | $9.99 – Quantity discounts available

I Am Not Afraid: Psalm 23 for Bedtime
Provide comforting reassurance for a child experiencing nighttime fears and anxieties

In this creative retelling of Psalm 23, a child imagines scary shadows chasing away her sleep 
and peace as she reaches out to God her Comforter. Gently and imaginatively written, this  
story about being afraid of the dark brings the psalmist’s words into a new and relatable light  
for children.

978-1-5064-8551-5 | $17.99 – Quantity discounts available
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Holy Friendships: Nurturing Relationships That Sustain Pastors and Leaders
Pastors and Christian institutional leaders serve more creatively, effectively, and joyfully when 
they feel supported and part of an intimate community of colleagues and friends who care about 
their personal and professional wellbeing. So attests Victoria Atkinson White in Holy Friendships: 
Nurturing Relationships That Sustain Pastors and Leaders.

978-1-5064-8237-8 | $22.99 – Quantity discounts available

In Deep Waters: Spiritual Care for Young People in a Climate Crisis
Today’s climate crisis calls people of faith to a communal spiritual practice of care, especially for 
those who are more vulnerable because of their youth--the children, youth, and young adults of 
Generation Z. We must learn how to offer spiritual care that is informed by the spiritual-ecological 
crisis of their generation.

978-1-5064-6978-2 | $21.00 – Quantity discounts available

Serving Money, Serving God: Aligning Radical Justice, Christian Practice, and 
Church Life
Justice commitments can and must be integrated into all of a church’s financial practices, including 
fundraising, budgeting, managing property and personnel, investing, and participating in community 
partnerships. So argues Sheryl Johnson in Serving Money, Serving God: Aligning Radical Justice, 
Christian Practice, and Church Life.

978-1-5064-8296-5 | $21.00 – Quantity discounts available

Language for God: A Lutheran Perspective
Language for God draws readers into the necessity of language and images for God that are 
expansive and inclusive of all genders. People hunger for scriptural and theological explanations 
that adequately answer criticisms and support dialogue. Using Lutheran perspectives as a compass, 
Mary J. Streufert offers scriptural, theological, and historical insights that advance Christianity’s 
ongoing reformation of androcentric images and language for God.

978-1-5064-8296-5 | $21.00 – Quantity discounts available

Lived Vocation: Stories of Faith at Work
Lived Vocation is a collection of short reflective essays based on stories of contemporary work. 
Together these reflections offer a window into the struggle to find meaning at work today. These 
stories explore how we come to our work and jobs, the hardship and “toil” of our working lives, and 
the surprisingly small but powerful ways in which God may nonetheless be at work in these stories.

978-1-5064-8134-0 | $21.99 – Quantity discounts available

New from Fortress Press

Leading Faithful Innovation: Following God into a Hopeful Future
What might God be up to amid the seismic changes the church and our culture are undergoing? 
What opportunities will congregations encounter if they rediscover and follow God’s leading? 
Leading Faithful Innovation offers a practical, hands-on approach to addressing this challenge,  
a process that culminates in the hope that comes from following the Spirit.

978-1-5064-8876-9 | $23.99 – Quantity discounts available

Dementia and the Church: Memory, Care, and Inclusion
Mary McDaniel Cail calls upon extensive personal and professional experience to offer insight, 
context, and concrete guidance for congregations and leaders seeking to better serve the growing 
percentage of the population that is experiencing life with dementia. Churches have vital roles to 
play, Cail explains, in showing those living with the difficulties of dementia the “soul-quieting God” 
who promises we are engraved, never to be forgotten, on the palms of God’s hands. 

978-1-5064-8239-2 | $24.00 – Quantity discounts available

The Everyday Advocate: Living Out Your Calling to Social Justice
The Everyday Advocate is for the layperson who feels overwhelmed by the world’s troubles and 
helpless to address them. It is for the person who goes to church, hears the gospel, seeks to apply it 
to their lives, and yearns to be connected to, or create, a community that amplifies their voice and 
actions. It is also for pastors and faith leaders who want to help people think through their calling to 
advocacy and help connect them with the communities that can use their gifts and talents.

978-1-5064-8543-0 | $22.99 – Quantity discounts available

To Mend the World: A New Vision for Youth Ministry
Increasingly, social entrepreneurship—the disruption of the status quo for the purpose of creating 
new solutions to social issues—provides an important catalyst for cultural and social change. 
To Mend the World: A New Vision for Youth Ministry brings together practical theology, Christian 
ministry, and social entrepreneurship for a new approach to work with young people.

978-1-5064-8122-7 | $21.99 – Quantity discounts available

The Nones: Where They Came From, Who They Are, and Where They Are Going, 
Second Edition
The Nones gives readers a nuanced, accurate, and meaningful picture of the growing number of 
Americans who say that they have no religious affiliation. Burge explains how this rise happened, 
who the nones are, and what they mean for the future of American religion.

978-1-5064-8824-0 | $23.99 – Quantity discounts available
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Weekly Bulletin and Lectionary Insert Subscriptions 

Augsburg Fortress Weekly Bulletins and Lectionary Inserts are a great way to welcome the worshiping community, while 
providing them with an inspiring invitation to worship. They are available in a variety of sizes and formats, so you can 
choose bulletins that best fit your congregation. 

Learn more and subscribe at augsburgfortress.org/bulletins

Seasonal Bulletins 

Make seasons and special occasions even more meaningful with images that suit the service.

Learn more at www.augsburgfortress.org/seasonalbulletins

SUPPLIES
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Candles

Eximious® 51% beeswax Paschal Candles from Cathedral Candle Company are a tribute to the craft 
and the art of more than 100 years of exceptional candlemaking. Each candle is made to order, 
mastercrafted, and individually bench-worked with the finest beeswax formulation.  
Order by January 31, 2024, to ensure arrival for Easter.

A. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. I. 

A. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. I. J.

A. Cross of Erin
B. The Twelve Apostles
C. Evangelium

D. Way of the Cross
E. Ascension 
F. Spirit of Jerusalem 

G. Christus Rex 
H. Luke 24
I. Mount Olivet

Choose from an attractive selection of Paschal Candles created in the tradition  
of classic and contemporary designs. Place orders by January 31, 2024, to ensure arrival for Easter.

A. Easter Glory
B. Good Shepherd
C. Benedictine
D. He Is Risen

E. Christ Victorious
F. Holy Trinity
G. Cross of the Lamb
H. Anno Domini

I. Jubilation
J. Plain

Place orders at: augsburgfotress.org/candles

Seasonal Candles

Advent Wreath Candles
One of the best-known customs for the season of Advent is the Advent wreath. 
The wreath and winter candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen 
some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens can be 
an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of 
time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to 
lead us to the light of everlasting life.

The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of 
light. Our Advent wreath candles fit standard 11/2" sockets. Choose from multiple 
heights and five color combinations.

51% BEESWAX STEARINE
SIZE COLORS ITEM NO. ITEM NO.
11/2" x 12" 4 Blue 978-6-0002-4748-5 978-6-0002-4747-8
11/2" x 12" 3 Blue/1 Rose 978-6-0002-4751-5* 978-6-0002-4752-2
11/2" x 12" 4 Purple 978-6-0000-3334-7* 978-6-0000-3340-8*
11/2" x 12" 3 Purple/1 Rose 978-6-0000-3332-3* 978-6-0000-3338-5*
11/2" x 16" 4 Blue 978-6-0002-4749-2 978-6-0002-4754-6*
11/2" x 16" 3 Blue/1 Rose 978-6-0002-4750-8* 978-6-0002-4753-9*
11/2" x 16" 4 Purple 978-6-0000-3337-8* Not available in Stearine

11/2" x 16" 3 Purple/1 Rose 978-6-0000-3335-4* 978-6-0000-3341-5*

*Candle set is a special-order item and non-returnable; please allow additional time for processing and shipping.

Candlelight Service Sets
Cathedral’s Candlelight Service Master Set contains one celebrant’s candle (16" long); six usher’s candles (8¼" long);  
and 125 or 250 (5") candles for the assembly. Also includes a complete supply of drip protectors.

Master set with 125 congregation candles
978-6-0000-3330-9 | $57.00/set

Master set with 250 congregation candles
978-6-0000-3331-6 | $88.25/set

Extra Congregational Candles with 100 candles 
& drip protectors
978-6-0000-3296-8 | $29.50/set
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Communion & Baptismal Supplies

Baptismal Candles & Towels

Disposable Plastic Communion Cups
Use once and dispose or wash and reuse. Will fit all standard trays. 1³/₈" high.

978-6-0000-3463-4 | Package of 1000, $29.99

Dove & Water  
Baptismal Towel 
Lightweight cotton towel has 
descending dove and water applique 
in white. 11" x 8" 

978-6-0000-6425-9 | $6.99 

Child and Parent  
Baptismal Bundle
A wonderful gift from the 
congregation to the child and parent 
for celebrating the promises of 
baptism in daily living.  
Candleholder not included

ED026779 | $19.99

A. Dove and Shell First Light Baptismal Candle
978-6-0000-3358-3 | $3.25 

B. Alpha and Omega/Dove Baptismal Candle
978-6-0000-3357-6 | $6.75

C. Dove and Shell First Light (Spanish) 
Baptismal Candle
978-6000-03359-0 | $3.25

D. Holy Baptism Candle
978-6-0000-3071-1 | $3.99

E. Gift Candle for Affirmation of Baptism/
Confirmation
978-6-0000-6467-9 | $4.50

Shell & Dove Baptismal Towel 
Fine cotton towel has a shell and dove 
embroidered in dark gold. Edging 
is overcasted. Folds in sixths, with 
design on middle panel. 10" x 10" 

978-6-0000-4717-7 | $6.99 

Gluten-Free Communion Wafers 
A practical solution, this light, plain, small round wafer can be used for holy communion 
for participants with food sensitivities. Gluten-free, dairy-free, wheat-free, corn-free. 
Wafers are 11/23 8  in diameter.

ITEM011883 | Package of 25, $12.95

Communion Wafers

SIZE NUMBER ISBN PRICE

White: 1    " 750 978-6-0002-3680-9   $17.99 

White: 1    " 1000 978-6-0002-3681-6 $15.99

Wheat: 1     " 750 978-6-0002-3679-3 $19.99

Wheat: 1    " 1000 978-6-0002-3682-3 $18.99

1/23 8

1/23 8

1/21 8

1/21 8

Certificates

This beautiful certificate line highlights the role of the worshiping community in acknowledging a 
passage in an individual’s life of faith. Certificates are available to commemorate baptism and baptismal 
sponsorship, first communion, confirmation, marriage, church membership, and more. A variety of styles 
are available in both English and Spanish. Envelopes included. Certificates sized 11" x 81/2".   
Package of 12, $17.50

Memorial Cards 

These full-color memorial gift acknowledgment cards are a beautiful way to thank individuals for 
gifts given in memory of a loved one. Designed with rich color, a prayerful, elegant look, and updated 
typography, these cards are suitable for congregational or individual use.

Cards are 4" x 5¼" and include matching envelopes. Package of 25 cards, $12.50

View all cards and place orders at: www.augsburgfortress.org/memorial-cards

View all certificates and place orders at: augsburgfortress.org/certificates

A. B. C. D. E. 
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Please route to: 

 Pastor

 Office Manager

 Deacon

 Music Director

 Christian Education Director

 Lay Leaders

 Others

P.O. Box 1209, Minneapolis, MN 55440-1209

SAVE $25
Purchase $100 or more at
augsburgfortress.org and

now through May 31, 2025. 

Offer does not apply to ELW, ACS, website or print 
subscriptions, and is limited to one use per account.

Use promo code 
CATALOG2024 at checkout. 
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