
SAMPLE
Advent

Advent is often portrayed in
scripture and poetry as a
longing for light. Engage

the children in an exercise around
light and darkness. Find a way to
darken the room, then light a
candle. Discuss how the light
overcomes the darkness and is
not swallowed up by it. The Word
made flesh breaks into our dark-
ened world in the same way.
What does this mean for our own
lives?

• To begin teaching the melody
sing the first five notes on bah
with the children echoing. Play
the notes on an Orff instrument.
Give each child an opportunity to
play the pattern as the others
sing.

• Sing the song for the children,
asking them to raise their hand
every time they hear the five-note
pattern (three times). If the leader
sings on bah, the children will
recognize the pattern more easily.

• Sing the song with the words.
Teach by phrases, inviting the
children to echo.

• Add a combination of signing
and movement. Sign the words
Christ and come (see p. 212).

Candle: hold up the number of
fingers being lit in each verse.

World: bring arms in a side-
swooping movement to form
a circle above head.

Use during the lighting of the
Advent candles on each of the
four Sundays in Advent.

Light one candle: Christ is coming

Text: Sally Ahner
Music: Sally Ahner
© 1992 Abingdon Press, admin. The Copyright Company
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SAMPLE
Gathering

Come! Come! Everybody worship73

See LifeSongs recording Volume 1

For Christians, every Sunday is
Easter Sunday. What is most
important is “joyful worship

that restores us to communion
with the risen Christ” and each
other (Practicing Our Faith,
Dorothy C. Bass, ed., Jossey-Bass
Publishers, pp. 86–87). It is a fes-
tival time in which God is shaping
a new creation. It is a foretaste of
the feast to come. 

“Come! Come! Everybody wor-
ship” is accessible to children
from preschool to upper elemen-
tary. It invites us to come and
worship and calls us to remember
and keep the day of rest.

• Draw children into a discussion
about sabbath. Where do we first
hear about sabbath? Read the
third commandment (Exodus
20:8-10) to the children. What
does it mean to keep sabbath
when we live in a world of so
many pressures? How do we
unwrap the gift of sabbath? Pre-
pare for this discussion by reading
chapter 6, “Keeping Sabbath,”
from Practicing Our Faith.

• Show how stanzas 2–5
continue to refer to worship and
how we are to live our lives apart
from worship.

• Teach by phrases.

• Add signs for the words come,
worship, prayer, song, and God
to the refrain (see pp. 212–213).

Sing as an invitation to worship.
If used immediately before the
entrance hymn, check that the
keys are the same or compatible.

Text: Natalie Sleeth; tr. Mary Lou Santillán-Baert
Music: Natalie Sleeth
© 1991 Cokesbury, admin. The Copyright Company
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SAMPLE
Wonder in Creation

See LifeSongs recording Volume 1

This simple, joyful psalm sings
in praise of the Creator. Lis-
ten to who is giving praise.

Read Psalm 8:2, “Out of the
mouths of infants and children
your majesty is praised above the
heavens.” Affirm the children as
the ones preparing to sing God’s
praise with their voices.

• Teach the first eight measures
by phrases.

• Tell the children that we praise
God’s greatness and all that was
created, “even the wild beasts of
the field, the birds of the air, the
fish of the sea, and whatsoever
walks in the paths of the sea”
(Psalm 8:8b-9). Who does the
psalmist say is walking the paths?

• Teach the next section adding
the following motions to the text:

Beasts: Place the fingertips of
both hands on the chest. Rock
the hands back and forth still
resting on the chest. This rep-
resents the breathing motion
of the animal.

Bird: Place the index finger and
thumb in front of the mouth.
Open and close them. This
represents both the bill and
the wings.

Fish: Point the right open hand
forward with the palm facing
left and touch the left finger-
tips to the right arm near the
elbow. Move the right hand
back and forth from the wrist.
This represents the movement
of the fish’s tail in the water.

Me: Point the right index finger
at yourself.

• Invite them to name other
beasts, birds, or fish to sing in the
song. Share the book, Who
Taught Frogs to Hop? by R. D.
Ingram (AFP 9-2457). This will
stimulate their thinking and give
them all kinds of ideas.

• Add rhythm sticks or drum on
the words, Praise the Lord, alleluia!

The Lord is great!

Text: John Erickson
Music: John Erickson
© 1975 Graded Press, admin. The Copyright Company
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Using the first eight measures,
create an antiphon for Psalm 8
and sing in worship when the
psalm appears in the lectionary.
Or sing the entire song around
the theme of creation.
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Teaching and performance suggestions © 1995 Music Matters

Psalm 8
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