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that treat origins of the “fallen angels” tradition. It then looks at Second Temple 
developments, and ends with their reception in works from early Christianity and 
early Judaism. The book opens up the history of a theme well known but little 
understood by many believers. The essays may seem difficult because they deal with 
unfamiliar material. However, the reader’s perseverance will be well rewarded.

Amy Kalmanofsky, Dangerous Sisters of the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: 
Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 2014. Pages, 208. Paper, $24.00.

Patriarchal, patrilinear societies are interested in the roles played by fathers, mothers, 
and sons. Daughters are important as possible wives. There seems to be very little 
interest in women as sisters. Kalmanofsky steps into this lacuna. Her book is 
divided into three parts. In the first she looks at sister pairs: Rachel and Leah; 
Michel and Merav; Israel and Judah. In the second, she speaks of incestuous sisters: 
Lot’s daughters; Sarah; Tamar. In the third, the subject is sisterhoods: daughters of 
Adam, Moab, the Land, and Israel; daughters of Jerusalem; Ruth and Naomi. 
She shows that women as sisters were at times significant literary characters and 
did indeed impact the history of Israel (Rachel and Leah), as did a sense of sister-
hood (Ruth and Naomi). This is a book that will interest students of the Bible as 
well as those reading in the field of gender studies.

Robert Letellier, The Bible and Covenant: Using Sacred Text and Images to 
Understand Salvation History. New York: St. Paul Press (Alba House) 
(www.stpauls.us), 2013. Pages, 172. Paper, $16.95.

“Covenant” is a theme that has occupied both Jewish-Christian dialogue and post-
Shoah theology. Letellier traces the many covenants God entered into with human 
beings, beginning with the story of Noah, through the traditions of Abraham, 
Moses, and David, including the promise of a new covenant in Jeremiah, and end-
ing with covenant in the New Testament. The first part of the book, “Covenant and 
the Old Testament,” examines the explicit passages that treat various covenants. 
The second part, “Covenant and the New Testament,” seeks to show the continuity, 
modifications, development, and variations of this theme. Besides the standard 
bibliography following each section, Letellier lists the names of several well known 
works of art that depict the scenes described in the passages under consideration. 
While this is a very interesting aspect of the book, unfortunately no representations 
of the pictures are included. The book is meant for the beginning reader.

Danny Mathews, Royal Motifs in the Pentateuchal Portrayal of Moses. 
Library of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament Studies 571. New York: Bloomsbury 
T&T Clark (www.bloomsbury.com), 2012. Pages, 172. Paper, $34.95.

Mathews’s examination of the portrait of Moses begins with the writings of two 
principal sources of Hellenistic Judaism, Philo and Josephus, who see Moses pri-
marily as a divinized royal figure. He then describes how contemporary scholars 
see him as a prophet, a lawgiver, and a priest, or various combinations of the three. 
His own analyses of the pertinent texts show that the pentateuchal traditions 
reinterpreted traditional features of ancient Near Eastern kings—specifically 
Hammurabi, Esarhaddon, Nabonidus, and Cyrus—in their characterization of 




