
PREFACE

This book is a revised form of my dissertation, completed at the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. Many have contributed to this study both
intellectually and personally. My interest in the topic began with Jon Pratt’s
class on Galatians and Bill Combs’s class on Romans. It was stimulated at
Southern Seminary by my courses and personal interaction with Tom Schreiner
and Mark Seifrid. Thanks to all of my former teachers for their contribution to
this project. Special thanks to Tom for his labor of reading the rough drafts and
helping me steer a proper course. Thanks also to Mark Seifrid, Brian Vickers,
Kent Yinger, Marsha Omanson, and Beth McFadden for carefully reading and
critiquing the dissertation.

Two libraries and their staffs made this work possible—the Boyce
Centennial Library at Southern Seminary and the Detroit Seminary Library.
Special thanks go to Hannah Wymer for joyfully fielding constant requests for
interlibrary loans, and to John Aloisi for hospitably offering the resources of the
Detroit Seminary Library during the summer of 2010.

Many thanks to Frank Hughes for being willing to carefully read the
dissertation of a young scholar (even one who is not a rhetorical critic!), and
for making many suggestions for improvement. Thanks also to Neil Elliott for
agreeing to publish the work, which offers a different reading of Romans from
his own, and for directing me to integrate my study with the question of the
purpose of Romans.

Finally, special thanks to my parents for the constant love and support
they have both expressed in their own unique ways. This book is dedicated,
in memory, to my mom, who always encouraged me in my work. It is also
dedicated to my dad, whose financial support gave me the time needed to finish
my doctoral studies. Soli deo gloria.

Kevin W. McFadden
Alexandria, Louisiana
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