
ix

Contents

List of Illustrations And sidebars xix

Preface  xxv

Acknowledgments xxxi

Abbreviations xxxiii

Prologue: the nature of the new testament 1

the struCture And MeAnIng of the new testAMent 2

Structure  2

Meaning  3

the trAnsMIssIon And trAnsLAtIon of the new testAMent  4

Transmission 4

Translation  5

reAdIng the new testAMent 7

1. the world of the new testament 11
the JewIsh worLd 12

A History of  Tragedy and Renewal 15

A Persistent Obedience  20

the PhArisees 20



x
C
on

te
nt

s

the sAdducees 22

the essenes 23

An Abiding Hope  26

the greCo-roMAn worLd 29

Language and Culture 29

AlexAnder the GreAt 29

the Greek lAnGuAGe 30

Life under the Roman Empire 31

romAn PeAce 32

communicAtion 32

civic life  33

domestic life 33

Religion 34

trAditionAl And officiAl reliGion 36

PoPulAr reliGion 38

Mystery Religions 38

Gnosticism 40

From Philosophy to Astrology 42

diAsPorA JudAism 43

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 45

Have you learned it? 45

Key terms 45

Suggestions for further reading  46

PArt one: the gosPeLs And Jesus  49

2. Mark: the gospel of suffering 53
the gosPeLs, gosPeL CrItICIsM, And the orIgIns of MArK 54

The Nature of  the Gospels 54

Gospel Criticism: The Relations among the Synoptics  55

ProLogue: the sPIrIt And Jesus In the worLd (1:1-15)  64

The Gospel of  Power: Jesus Opposes His Enemies (1:16–8:21) 67

encounter with demons And sickness (1:21-45)     68

debAte with the PhArisees (2:1–3:6) 71

The Power of  Suffering: Jesus Wins His Disciples (8:22–15:47) 74

two stAGes of disciPleshiP (8:22–9:9) 76

fAith to Produce heAlinG (9:14-32) 78

Jesus APProAches his deAth (10:1–14:72) 80

Fulfillment of  the Old  79

Desertion by the Disciples 80



xi
C
ontents

Victory through Failure 80

Necessity of  Jesus’  Death 80

the cross of Jesus (15:33-47)  81

ePILogue: the future VICtorY (16:1-8) 84

ConCLusIon 85

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 86

Have you learned it? 86

Key terms 86

Suggestions for further reading  87

3. Matthew: the gospel of obedience 89
IntroduCtIon: the new oBedIenCe (1:1–2:23) 92

Joseph and the Birth of  Jesus (1:18-25)  93

the hIgher rIghteousness (3:1–7:29) 96

Fulfilling Righteousness (3:13-17)  97

Teaching Righteousness (5:17-20) 100

true dIsCIPLeshIP (8:1–11:1) 102

the KIngdoM of heAVen (11:2–13:52)  105

the forgIVIng ChurCh (13:53–19:2) 106

Peter as the Rock (16:13-23) 107

Discipline in Community (18:15-22) 108

JudgMent: doIng god’s wILL (19:3–26:1) 109

Condemnation of  Hypocrisy (23:1-9) 111

Doing Mercy without Calculation (25:31-46) 112

ConCLusIon: oBedIenCe And resurreCtIon (26:2–28:20) 113

The Great Commission (28:16-20) 113

ConCLusIon  115

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 118

Have you learned it? 118

Key terms 118

Suggestions for further reading  118

4. Luke: the gospel of witnessing 121
PrefACe: A tIMe for true reMeMBerIng (1:1-4) 124

IntroduCtIon: A unIVersAL storY (1:5–2:52) 126

Twofold Witness to Jesus (2:22-40)  127

Initial Victory in the Temple (2:41-52)  129



xii
C
on

te
nt

s

gAtherIng wItnesses In gALILee (3:1–9:50) 130

The Offense of  Jesus’  Preaching (4:16–30) 134

Sure Witness to the Word (8:1-21) 136

wItness to the word on the JourneY to JerusALeM (9:51–19:27) 137

Jesus’  Word about the Present (15:1-32)  140

Jesus’  Word about the Future (19:11-27)  141

the true IsrAeL through the PAssIon And resurreCtIon (19:28–24:53) 141

The True Inheritors (20:9-19) 143

Fulfilling the Scripture (24:13-35) 146

ConCLusIon  148

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 151

Have you learned it? 151

Key terms 151

Suggestions for further reading  152

5. John: the gospel of Jesus’ glory  155
IntroduCtIon (1:1-51) 159

The Prologue: Jesus Christ as the Word (1:1-18) 159

The Appearance of  John the Baptist (1:19-51) 163

the reVeLAtIon of Jesus’ gLorY Before the worLd (2:1–12:50) 164

Nicodemus (3:1-21) 165

The Response to Jesus’  Signs Turns Hostile (5:1-47) 167

The Healing of  the Man Born Blind (9:1-41) 168

the reVeLAtIon of Jesus’ gLorY Before the CoMMunItY (13:1–17:26) 172

The Last Supper (13:1-38) 174

The Promise of  the Paraclete (14:15-17, 26; 16:12-14) 176

Jesus’  Last Will: The Prayer of  Consecration (17:1-26) 178

Jesus’ LAst APPeArAnCe Before the worLd: hIs hIdden gLorIfICAtIon 

 (18:1–19:42) 179

The Trial before Pilate (18:28–19:16)  180

The Execution of  Jesus by Crucifixion (19:17-42) 182

Jesus’  Return to His Disciples (20:1-31) 182

APPendIX: the storY ContInues (21:1-25) 183

ConCLusIon  183

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 186

Have you learned it? 186

Key terms 186

Suggestions for further reading  187



xiii
C
ontents

6. Jesus the Messiah 189
IntroduCtIon: the trAdItIon ABout Jesus 190

Kerygma, Gospels, and Jesus of  Nazareth 192

The Basic Tradition of  Jesus 193

the heALIng MessIAh  195

Miracles in the First Century  197

Miracles in the Synoptic Gospels  197

the eschAtoloGicAl context  198

tyPes of mirAcles  199

mirAcles And fAith  201

Miracles in a Modern Perspective 202

the teAChIng MessIAh 203

The Proclamation of  the Kingdom of  God 204

the kinGdom As Present And future 205

Jesus And APocAlyPticism 206

the kinGdom And the PArAbles 208

the exPectAtion of Jesus’ return 210

The Radical Demand of  the Kingdom  210

the sermon on the mount 211

Jesus And the lAw 212

The Relationship of  Jesus to His Message 213

the Question of Jesus’ messiAnic consciousness 213

Jesus’ cAll to disciPleshiP 218

the Authority of Jesus: A summAry 218

the sufferIng MessIAh  219

The Passion and Death of  Jesus  221

the events of Jesus’ PAssion And deAth  223

The Resurrection of  Jesus of  Nazareth 229

the resurrection trAdition 230

ConCLusIon  233

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 233

Have you learned it? 233

Key terms 233

Suggestions for further reading  234

PArt two: the APostLes And the eArLY ChurCh 237

7. Acts: Mission and witness 241
IntroduCtIon: A new BegInnIng (1:1–2:47) 243



xiv
C
on

te
nt

s

Jesus’  Departure (1:1-11) 243

The Apostolic Witness (1:12-26)  245

Spirit, Gospel, and Church (2:1-47) 247

the growth of the ChurCh And Its wItness (3:1–12:25) 251

Stephen’s Martyrdom (6:1–7:60) 252

Mission to the Gentiles (10:1–11:18)  253

ChrIstIAnItY’s trIuMPhAL MArCh (13:1–21:14) 257

Paul’s Speech at Pisidian Antioch (13:17-41)  258

Paul’s Speech in Athens (17:16-34)  259

JerusALeM to roMe (21:15–28:31) 264

ConCLusIon  266

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 269

Have you learned it? 269

Key terms 269

Suggestions for further reading  269

8. Paul: Apostle to the gentiles 271
An APostLe’s LIfe: notes on PAuL’s CAreer 272

thessALonIAns: fAIth And the future  279

The Return of  Jesus (1 Thess. 4:13–5:11) 280

Eschatological Teaching (2 Thess. 2:1-17) 282

gALAtIAns: fAIth’s suffICIenCY 284

Apostle by God’s Revelation (Gal. 1:6–2:10)  285

Faith within the History of  Salvation (Gal. 2:11-21)  287

Works of  the Law (Gal. 3:1-29) 289

seCond CorInthIAns: CourAge And AuthorItY 291

Courage in Ministry (2 Cor. 4:1-15) 294

Paul’s Apostleship under Attack (2 Cor. 10:1–13:10)  295

PhILIPPIAns And PhILeMon: PersonAL AttItude And reLAtIons  297

Joy in Hardship (Phil. 1:12-26) 298

The Example of  Jesus (Phil. 2:1-11) 299

Slavery and Freedom (Philem. 4-20) 301

ConCLusIon: whAt we Know ABout PAuL  304

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs  305

Have you learned it? 305

Key terms 305

Suggestions for further reading  305



xv
C
ontents

9. 1 Corinthians: faith for a fractured Church 309
IntroduCtIon: greetIngs And thAnKsgIVIng (1:1-9) 311

dIVIsIon In the ChurCh (1:10–4:21) 312

The Corinthian Situation (1:10-17)  312

Paul’s Own Practice and Example (1:18–3:4) 314

Paul and Apollos as Servants (3:5–4:7) 315

Admonition to the Corinthians (4:8-21) 317

IMMorALItY In the CorInthIAn ChurCh (5:1–6:20) 317

Flagrant Sexual Immorality (5:1-13) 317

Christians Suing One Another (6:1-11) 319

Theology of  the Body (6:12-20)  320

resPonses to the CorInthIAns’ Letter And other Issues (7:1–15:58) 321

Sexual Relations in Marriage (7:1-40) 321

 Love and Knowledge (8:1-13) 323

Apostleship and Reward (9:1-27) 325

The Danger of  Idolatry and Idol Temples (10:1–11:1)  327

Conduct in Worship: Hairdress and the Lord’s Supper (11:2-34)  328

Spiritual Gifts (Chapters 12–14) 331

sPirit And body (12:1-31) 331

love (12:31–13:13) 332

ProPhecy And sPeAkinG in tonGues (14:1-40) 333

The Resurrection from the Dead (15:1-58) 335

the CoLLeCtIon for the JerusALeM ChurCh And other BusIness (16:1-24) 338

ConCLusIon 339

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs  340

Have you learned it? 340

Key terms 340

Suggestions for further reading  341

10. romans: the righteousness of god 343
IntroduCtIon: rIghteousness BY fAIth (1:1-17) 345

god’s wrAth: the ProBLeM of sIn (1:18–3:20) 345

god’s rIghteousness And the resPonse of fAIth (3:21–4:25) 352

Justification by Faith (3:21-31) 353

Abraham and the Promise to Faith (4:1-25) 355

god’s grACe And huMAn freedoM (5:1–8:39) 356

The New Situation (5:1-21) 357



xvi
C
on

te
nt

s

Freedom from Sin (6:1-23) 359

Freedom from the Law (7:1-25) 360

Life in the Spirit (8:1-39) 361

god’s fAIthfuLness (9:1–11:36) 363

the oBedIenCe of fAIth (12:1–15:13) 366

CLosIng (15:14–16:27) 369

ConCLusIon 369

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs  371

Have you learned it? 371

Key terms 371

Suggestions for further reading  372

11. deutero-Pauline Letters: the emerging Church 375
PAuL’s LegACY 376

CoLossIAns: steAdfAstness AgAInst heresY 379

Warning against Erroneous Teaching (Col. 2:8-15) 380

ePhesIAns: LooKIng to the foundAtIon 383

The Unity of  the Church (Eph. 2:11-22) 384

the PAstorALs: the CoMMunItY As InstItutIon 390

Heresy and Right Teaching in the Church (1 Tim. 4:1-16) 391

ConCLusIon: soLIdfYIng ChrIstIAnItY’s IdentItY 396

The Distinction of  Orthodoxy and Heresy 396

Organs of  Authority 397

clerGy 397

creeds 397

scriPture 398

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs  399

Have you learned it? 399

Key terms 400

Suggestions for further reading  400

12. the Catholic epistles: faith and order 403
JAMes: Inner dIsCIPLIne 405

Faith and Action (James 2:14-26) 407

fIrst Peter: the ContInuIng struggLe for fAIth 409

Servants and the Suffering Servant (1 Pet. 2:11-25) 410

the Letters of John: LoVe, doCtrIne, And ChurCh PoLItICs 414



xvii
C
ontents

The Spirit of  Jesus as Love (1 John 4:1-21) 415

Church Doctrine and Politics (2 and 3 John) 418

2 John 419

3 John 419

ConCLusIon: ChrIstIAnItY’s suCCess As A reLIgIous MoVeMent 420

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs  422

Have you learned it? 422

Key terms 422

Suggestions for further reading  423

13. other Apostolic writings: Vision and discipline   425
heBrews: the MInIstrY of the true hIgh PrIest 427

 Jesus’  Qualifications as High Priest (4:14–5:10) 428

ConCLusIon: fInAL eXhortAtIon, PersonAL MAtters, And BenedICtIon 

 (13:1-25) 428

2 Peter And Jude: deALIng wIth the Lord’s deLAY  435

The Coming of  the Day of  the Lord (2 Pet. 3:1-13; Jude 3) 436

the reVeLAtIon to John: fAIth’s VIsIon of A new order 438

The Vision of  the Prophet on Patmos (Rev. 1:1-20) 440

testIng Your CoMPrehensIon And AnALYsIs 451

Have you learned it?  451

Key terms 451

Suggestions for further reading  451

EPILOguE: THE ANATOMY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT—MEANINg, STRuCTuRE, 

AND IDENTITY  455

MeAnIng  456

struCture 456

IdentItY  458

gLOSSARY 461

gENERAL BIBLIOgRAPHY 471

I. gettIng orIented 471

II. tooLs for new testAMent studY 472

III. CoMMentArIes 473



xviii
C
on

te
nt

s

IV. AnnotAted BIBLes  474

V. teXt And CAnon 474

VI. ChrIstIAnItY As A reLIgIous MoVeMent 474

VII. new testAMent theoLogY And ethICs 475

VIII. hIstorY of CrItICIsM And InterPretAtIon 475

IX. other resourCes 476

NAME AND SuBJECT INDEX  477

BIBLICAL INDEX 485




